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What are Misericords?

The term misericord comes from the Latin meaning
mercy. Misericords are small wooden seats that have a
hinge allowing them to fold up.

When the seat is folded up there is a little ledge. Canons
in the past prayed up to 7 times a day and for long
periods of time. Prayer took place standing up, so
sometimes Canons got tired. The little ledge allowed
them to rest slightly whilst looking like they were still
standing!

 The underside of the seat was wonderfully decorated
with unique carvings of weird and strange creatures.

Many Misericords in Cathedrals around the country
were destroyed during the Reformation. 

 

 

 

They are also
called kindness or

mercy seats!



Carlisle Cathedral's
Misericords

A dragon with a human
face
Winged creature playing a
musical instrument 
Double headed eagles 
A griffin with a human face

Carlisle Cathedral’s
misericords were made in the
early 15th Century. 
 
There are 46 in total and each
is carved with unique
creatures. 
 
Some of the unusual creatures
that can be found on Carlisle’s
misericords are:

There is
even a

mermaid!



Carlisle Cathedral's
Misericords
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 Misericord

activity
Fill in the sentences with the words below

Misericords    46   dragons   decorated   7    wooden   15    kindness 

______ are small ______ seats.
 
Canons use to pray _____ times a day and stood for long
periods of time.
 
The underside of the seats are ______ with unique carvings.
 
Misericords are also called ______ seats.
 
Carlisle Cathedral have ______ misericords that were built in
the early ______th century.
 
Some of Carlisle's carvings include ______ and a mermaid.

Look at how
much you have

learnt!



Design your own
 Misericords



Glossary of terms

Canons
 
 
Cathedral
 
 
Griffin
 
 
Reformation
 

a member of Chapter who has
responsibility for the cathedral, some
canons take services.

the mother church of a diocese and a
place for worship and celebration

a mythical creature with the head and
wings of an eagle and the body of a lion

in the 16th century England moved away
from Catholicism and the Church of
England was created. 


