DISCOVER

Stained Glass
Windows
Learning at home

What are Stained Glass
Windows?
By 1600BCE people in the Middle East had learned how to
make and mould glass.
By 100CE the Romans learnt how to colour glass, and make
colourful beads for jewellery and beautiful tableware.
By the 10th Century stained glass was being used in church
windows to tell stories from the bible.
When churches and Cathedrals were first built the majority
of the population were unable to read and even if they could,
the bible was written in Latin!
People learnt about the stories of the bible through visiting
churches, hearing readings of the bible and looking at the
pictures in the Stained Glass Windows.
Stained glass windows were very
expensive to make and most cathedrals
and churches relied on donations from
wealthy people to create new windows.

Stained glass
windows are
like comic
books!

Carlisle Cathedral's Stained
Glass Windows
The East Window
It is the biggest window in the
Cathedral at 58ft tall. The top
third is medieval glass from the
14th century and the only
original glass left. It explores the
story of the last judgement.
The lower 9 panels were added in
the Victorian period. These
explore many of the stories of
the bible from nativity, Jesus’
miracles, crucifixion and
resurrection.

There are 19
different stained
glass windows in
Carlisle
Cathedral!

Carlisle Cathedral's Stained
Glass Windows

A window showing
Jesus' baptism

A window showing
the nativity
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10

East

glass

Bible

19

stories

coloured

14

In the ______th century, churches started to use ________
glass for their windows.
People could learn about _______ found in the _______
through stained glass windows.
The _______ window is the biggest in Carlisle Cathedral, the
top part of the window is the original glass from the _____th
century.
Carlisle Cathedral has _______ different stained ______
windows.

Look at how much
you have learnt!

Stained Glass Windows
Activities
Create your own personal Stained Glass Window
- Why not design a window about something fun you did
today or your favourite memory.
- Be creative about what you use to make the window,
pens, pencils, paints, tissue paper, whatever you can find.

Find your Favourite Stained Glass Window
- Use the internet to research Stained Glass Windows from
around the world.
- Find ones you like and find out when it was made and the
stories it tells.

Story Telling
Don't forget to share
your creativity with
us on Facebook and
Twitter!
#CarlisleCathedral

- Pick a book you are reading or
your favourite story and create a
stained glass window about it.
- Why not split the window into
panels for key moments or create
multiple windows to tell your
story.

Design your own Stained
Glass Windows

Glossary of Terms

BCE

before common era

Cathedral

the mother church of a diocese and a
place for worship and celebration

CE

common era

Crucifixion

a cruel Roman way of killing people by
nailing them to a wooden cross

Last Judgment

the whole creation will be made perfect

Latin

a classical language spoken by the Romans

Miracles

Jesus showed God’s love by healing people
or situations in an unexpected way

Resurrection

on the third day after he died, Jesus rose
to become alive in a new way

Stained Glass

glass that has been coloured, used in
windows to tell stories

Victorian

the period of time when Queen Victoria
reigned from 1837-1901

