
 

 

Xplore 

 

Coming soon: ’Xplore’ 

Want to explore what Christians believe 

Want to find out more 

Contact:  Canon Michael Manley  

canonmissioner@carlislecathedral.org.uk   

 

or write to:  Xplore, Cathedral Office, 7 The Abbey, Carlisle CA3 8TZ 

ANY QUESTIONS? 

  

If you have found things in this service have left you with questions or if 

there are points you would like to raise with us about belief in God and  

Jesus, please speak to one of the clergy afterwards or email  

canonmissioner@carlislecathedral.org.uk 

 

We would be delighted to try to help. 
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Welcome to Carlisle Cathedral 
 

Hearing Aid Users – A loop system is operational in the Cathedral during 

this service.   
 

Please help us to make everyone as safe as possible.  The use of a face covering 

is now required by the Government unless a medical condition excludes you. 

This service will be live-streamed.  
 

The congregation is kindly requested to ensure that all mobile phones are 

switched off and not to use any cameras, video recorders or sound recording 

equipment during the service.  Sadly, only the Choir is allowed to sing. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cathedral Consort sings under the direction of the Assistant Organist, Mr Edward 

Taylor and the organ is played by the Organ Scholar, Mr Stephen Crookes 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

All stand as the clergy and choir process to their places. 
 

The Dean introduces the service.  The Choir sings 

 

HYMN The first Nowell the angel did say 

  Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

  In fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

  On a cold winter’s night that was so deep: 

  Refrain: 

  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

  Born is the King of Israel. 

 
1. 

Collection 

Due to COVID-19 the collection is no longer taken during the service. 

Instead, please make your gift as you leave - either by leaving cash in the 

collection baskets, or by using a contactless card with the machines near 

the Cathedral door. 

Thank you very much.   
 

Your gift will sustain the Cathedral’s worship and ministry and helps us 

to support the Restore project which cares for vulnerable people in 

our own city and Project Riandu which is building a school for       

isolated deaf children in Kenya. 

 

 

We stand as the Choir sings 
 

 

HYMN Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 

   Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 

  Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 

   Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 

  Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 

   Vainly with gifts would his favour secure; 

  Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 

   Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 

  Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 

   Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 

  Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 

   Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 

 
               Reginald Heber 1783-1826  Tune: Epiphany 
 

 

The Officiant pronounces The Blessing 
 

  Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his  

  glory and gladden your hearts with the good news of his               

  kingdom; 
 

 

 

  and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,   

  and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and remain with  

  you always. Amen. 
   

 

 

  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

  In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

 

 
 

Organ Voluntary: Epilogue on ‘As with gladness’:  Harris 
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCL Licence Number: 206188 

 

10. 



 

 

The Officiant says: 
 

  God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  whose years never fail, 

  and whose mercies are new each returning day: 

  let the radiance of your Spirit renew our lives, 

  warming our hearts and giving light to our minds; 

  that we may pass the coming year 

  in joyful obedience and firm faith; 

  through him who is the beginning and the end, 

  your Son Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Choir  Britten: New Year Carol 
 

  Here we bring new water from the well so clear,  

  For to worship God with, this happy New Year. 
 

  Refrain: Sing levy dew, sing levy dew, the water and the wine; 

  The seven bright gold wires and the bugles that do  

  shine. 
   

  Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her toe,  

  Open you the West Door, and turn the Old Year go. Refrain:  
 

  Sing reign of Fair Maid, with gold upon her chin,  

  Open you the East Door, and let the New Year in. Refrain: 

    

  As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

All  Our Father who art in heaven,  

  Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom come, 

  Thy will be done, in earth as it is in Heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread 

  And forgive us our trespasses 

  As we forgive them that trespass against us;  

  And lead us not into temptation,  

  But deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the Kingdom the power and the glory  

  For ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
 

 9. 

 

 

  They lookèd up and saw a star, 

  Shining in the east, beyond them far: 

  And to the earth it gave great light, 

  And so it continued both day and night: 
 

  And by the light of that same star, 

  Three wise men came from country far; 

  To seek for a king was their intent, 

  And to follow the star wherever it went: 
 

  Then let us all with one accord 

  Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

  That hath made heaven and earth of naught, 

  And with his blood mankind hath bought: 
 

  Refrain: 

  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 

  Born is the King of Israel. 
     English traditional arr. David Willcocks 

 

All stand for the opening responses  

 

  This day a star leads the wise men to the infant Jesus. 

  Arise, shine, for your light has come. 

All  And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

 

  Nations shall come to your light 

All  And kings to the brightness of your rising. 

 

  They shall bring gold and frankincense 

All  And proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

 

  Your gates will lie open continually 

All  Shut neither by day nor by night. 

 

  No more will the sun give you daylight 

All  Nor moonlight shine upon you. 

 

  But the Lord will be your everlasting light 

All  Your God will be your splendour. 

 

 2. 



 

 

A LIGHT TO THE NATIONS 

 

All sit  Reading:  Isaiah 49: 6b-9a and 13 

 

Choir  Mendelssohn: There shall a star 
 

   

  There shall a star from Jacob come forth, and a Sceptre from  

  Israel rise up, And dash in pieces Princes and Nations. 
 

How brightly beams the morning star!  With sudden radiance 

from afar. With light and comfort glowing! Thy Word, Jesus, 

inly feeds us, Rightly leads us, Life bestowing Praise, oh praise 

such love o’er flowing! 

 

The Officiant says: 

   

  God be gracious to us and bless us 

  and make your face to shine upon us. 

  That your way may be known upon earth, 

  your saving power among all nations. 

  O let the nations rejoice and be glad, 

  for you will judge the peoples righteously 

  and govern the nations upon earth. 

  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you.  (Psalm 67) 

All  Amen.       

     
 

We stand as the Choir sings 

 

HYMN As with gladness men of old 

  Did the guiding star behold, 

  As with joy they hailed its light, 

  Leading onward, beaming bright, 

  So, most gracious God, may we 

  Evermore be led to thee. 

 

3. 

 

 

  Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, 

  Mirrored in thy holy word; 

  May we imitate thee now, 

  And be pure, as pure art thou; 

  That we like to thee may be 

  At thy great Epiphany, 

  And may praise thee, ever blest, 

  God in Man made manifest. 
       Christopher Wordsworth 1807-85 
 

We remain standing 

 

THE RENEWAL OF THE COVENANT 

 

The Officiant says: 

 

  The Covenant made by God with the people of Israel, was 

  renewed in Jesus Christ our Lord, in his life and work, his  

  death and resurrection.  In him all people may be set free  

  from sin and its power, united in love and obedience and  

  share in the new life which is his gift. 

 

  As the New Year begins, let us affirm our faith that takes  

  us beyond the safe place: into action, into vulnerability   

  and into the streets.  And let us commit ourselves to work  

  for change, to stand with those on the edge, to choose life  

  and be used by the Spirit. 

 

All  Generous God, in deep gratitude for this moment we  

                  give ourselves to you. We praise you for your grace  

                  at work among us and among all your people.   

  Take us to live as changed people.  Ask much of  

                  us, expect much from us, enable much by us,  

                  encourage many through us.      

                  So, Lord, may we live to your glory, both as  

                 inhabitants of the earth and citizens of the  

  commonwealth of heaven.  Amen. 

8. 



 

 

  One star travelling across the dawn! 

  One star telling them a child is born, 

  and then imploring them to start their quest, 

  to follow on from east to west 

  across the wild to find a child: 

  the God of all upon this earth, 

  a baby boy by human birth.  One star. 

 

  One Star lying at his mother’s breast, 

  one Star brighter far than all the rest: 

  and for a million, million years or more 

  no Star had shone like this before. 

  From far above he came with love 

  and Christ our Saviour led the way 

  and taught us how to love today.  One Star. 

 

The Officiant says: 

 

  Almighty and everlasting God, 

  who drew the Gentiles to your brightness 

  and made known to them the one who is our true light, 

  the bright and morning star: 

  fill the whole world, we pray, with your glory, 

  and by the radiance of your splendour 

  reveal yourself to your faithful people; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

We stand as the Choir sings 

 

HYMN Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

  Jesu, Lord, to thee we raise, 

  Manifested by the star 

  To the sages from afar; 

  Branch of royal David’s stem 

  In thy birth at Bethlehem; 

  Anthems be to thee addrest, 

  God in Man made manifest. 

   

7. 

 

 

  As they offered gifts most rare 

  At that manger rude and bare, 

  So may we with holy joy, 

  Pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 

  All our costliest treasures bring, 

  Christ, to thee our heavenly King. 
  

  In the heavenly country bright 

  Need they no created light; 

  Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown, 

  Thou its Sun which goes not down: 

  There for ever may we sing 

  Alleluyas to our King.   
 
    Words: W. Chatterton Dix 1837-98  Tune:  Dix 

 

THE TEMPLE OF THE LAMB 

 

Sit  Reading: Revelation 21:22—22:2 

 

Choir  Tavener: The Lamb 
 

  Little lamb, who made thee?   
  Dost thou know who made thee?   
  Gave thee life, and bid thee feed 
  by the stream and o’er the mead; 
  gave thee clothing of delight,  
  softest clothing, woolly, bright; 
  gave thee such a tender voice, 
  making all the vales rejoice? 

 
  Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee; 
  he is called by thy name, 
  for he calls himself a Lamb. 
  he is meek, and he is mild,  
  he became a little child. 
  I, a child, and thou a lamb, 
  we are called by his name. 
  Little lamb, God bless thee! 
 

      William Blake (1757–1827) 

 

  

 4. 



 

 

  Prayers of Intercession 

 

  We pray for the new Jerusalem 

 

  Almighty and everlasting God, 

  you sent your Son to bring good news to the poor, 

  sight to the blind, freedom to the captives 

  and salvation to your people: 

  anoint us with your Spirit 

  and rouse us to work in his name. 

  Father, by your Spirit 

All  bring in your kingdom. 

 
  Send us to bring help to the poor 

  and freedom to the oppressed. 

  Father, by your Spirit 

All  bring in your kingdom. 

 

  Send us to tell the world 

  the good news of your healing love. 

  Father, by your Spirit 

All  bring in your kingdom. 

 

  Send us to those who mourn, 

  to bring joy and gladness instead of grief. 

  Father, by your Spirit 

All  bring in your kingdom. 

 

  Send us to proclaim that the time is here 

  for you to save your people. 

  Father, by your Spirit 

All  bring in your kingdom. 

 

5. 

 

 

  Father, use us, we pray, 

  to bring in your kingdom of mercy, justice, peace and love.  

  Empower us by your Spirit and unite us in your Son, 

  that all our joy and delight may be to serve you, 

  now and for ever. 

  Amen. 

 

We stand as the Choir sings 

 

HYMN Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim, 

  And publish abroad his wonderful name: 

  The name all-victorious of Jesus extol: 

  His kingdom is glorious and rules over all. 

 

  Salvation to God who sits on the throne! 

  Let all cry aloud, and honour the Son: 

  The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, 

  Fall down on their faces, and worship the Lamb. 

 

  Then let us adore, and give him his right: 

  All glory and power, all wisdom and might, 

  All honour and blessing, with angels above, 

  And thanks never-ceasing, and infinite love. 
       Charles Wesley 1707-88 
 

THE WISE MEN AT THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

 

Sit  Reading: Matthew 2: 1-12 

 

Choir  Archer: One star 

 

  One star shone across the eastern sky; 

  One star shone upon a watchful eye. 

  And for a million, million years or more 

  this star had shone that way before, 

  but on this night this star shone bright 

  and there, amazed, the Magi saw a star 

  defying nature’s law.  One star. 

   

6. 


