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Welcome to the Cathedral. 
 

Hearing Aid Users a loop system is operational in the Cathedral during main 

services. 
 

Cathedral Sidespersons are available to help, please ask if you have any particular 

needs. Please help us to make everyone as safe as possible.  The use of a face 

covering is now required by the Government unless a medical condition excludes 

you. This service will be live-streamed. Sadly, only the Choir is allowed to sing.  
 

The congregation is kindly requested to ensure that all mobile phones are switched 

off and not to use any cameras, video recorders or sound recording equipment 

during the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

LIVE STREAMING 

All our Christmas services are being live-streamed on the Cathedral Facebook page 

this year. Afterwards, each service will be available to view via YouTube and the 

Carlisle Cathedral website. 
 

Highlights from the Carol Services will be posted on to our social media channels 

each day to mark the Twelve Days of Christmas. Look out for them on Facebook, 

Instagram or Twitter. Share and enjoy! Happy Christmas!  
 

-oOo- 
 

The Boys and Lay Clerks of the Cathedral Choir sing under the direction of Mr Mark 

Duthie, Director of Music.  The organ is played by Mr Edward Taylor, the Assistant 

Organist.  
 

Before the service the Assistant Organist plays: 
 

Buxtehude: Chorale Prelude on ‘In Dulci Jubilo’ 

Guilmant: Offertoire sur deux Noëls 

Oxley: Whence is that goodly fragrance 

 

Collection 

Due to COVID-19 the collection is no longer taken during the service. 

Instead, please make your gift as you leave - either by leaving cash in the 

collection baskets, or by using a contactless card with the machines near 

the Cathedral door. Thank you very much.   

Your gift will sustain the Cathedral’s worship and ministry and helps us to 

support the Restore project which cares for vulnerable people in our own 

city and Project Riandu which is building a school for isolated deaf 

children in Kenya. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

We welcome all those who join us online as well as those present in the 

Cathedral. 

 

The congregation remains seated as the Choir and Clergy move to their places. 

 

 

THE INTROIT sung by the Choir 

 

Arr. Willcocks:  Ding dong, merrily on high 

  

  Ding dong! merrily on high 

  in heav'n the bells are ringing: 

  Ding dong! verily the sky 

  is riv'n with angel singing. 

  Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

  E'en so here below, below, 

  let steeple bells be swungen, 

  And "io, io, io!" 

  by priest and people sungen. 

  Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

  Pray you, dutifully prime 

  your matin chime, ye ringers; 

  May you beautifully rime 

  your evetime song, ye singers. 

  Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

 

 

We keep a moment’s silence and remain seated as, from the stillness, a solo voice 

is heard. 
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CAROL  

 

Solo  Once in royal David’s city 

  Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

  Where a mother laid her baby 

  In a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little Child. 

 

 Choir He came down to earth from heaven 

  Who is God and Lord of all, 

  And his shelter was a stable, 

  And his cradle was a stall: 

  With the poor and mean and lowly, 

  Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

  

The congregation stands as the Choir sings: 

 

  And our eyes at last shall see him, 

  Through his own redeeming love, 

  For that Child so dear and gentle 

  Is our Lord in heaven above: 

  And he leads his children on 

  To the place where he is gone. 

 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

               With the oxen standing by, 

                We shall see him: but in heaven, 

               Set at God’s right hand on high, 

               Where like stars his children crowned, 

             All in white shall wait around. 
        C.F. Alexander 1818-1895    

Descant by Richard Lloyd, b.1933 
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  THE GREETING AND BIDDING PRAYER 

  

Dean  Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and 

  the Lord Jesus Christ be with you this Christmastide. 

All  And also with you. 

 

  The Bidding Prayer 

 

Dean  These prayers and praises we offer up to the throne 

  of heaven, in the words which Christ himself has 

  taught us: 

  

  The Lord’s Prayer 

  

  Our Father, who art in heaven 

  hallowed be thy name; 

  thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread. 

  And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation; 

  but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,  

  for ever and ever.   

  Amen. 

 

READING 1:  Isaiah 9. 2, 6, 7 (RSV) 

The prophecy of the Messiah’s birth 

 

  After the reading, we keep a moment’s silence after which the 

  reader says the following prayer 

 

O God, we thank you for the message of peace that Christmas 

brings to our troubled world. As we remember the birth of the 

Prince of Peace, give healing where many suffer and 

reconciliation where many are in conflict.  

Let peace reign among the nations and love reign in our hearts;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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CHOIR:  Tranchell:  People, look east 

 

People look East, the time is near 

  of the crowning of the year.  

  Make your house fair as you are able,  

  Trim the hearth, and set the table. 

  People, look East, and sing to-day: 

  Love the Guest is on the way. 

 

   Furrows be glad tho’ earth is bare, 

  One more seed is planted there 

  Give up your strength the seed to nourish, 

  That in course the flow’r may flourish. 

  People, look East, and sing to-day: 

  Love the Rose is on the way. 

 

Birds, tho’ long you’ve ceased to build, 

  Guard the nest that must be filled. 

  E’en the hour when wings are frozen 

  He for fledgling time has chosen. 

  People, look East, and sing to-day: 

  Love the Bird is on the way. 

  

  Stars, keep the watch.  When night is dim, 

  One more light the bowl shall brim, 

  Shining beyond the frosty weather, 

  Bright as the sun and moon together. 

  People, look East, and sing to-day: 

  Love the Star is on the way. 

  

  Angels, announce to man and beast 

  Him who cometh from the East. 

  Set ev’ry peak and valley humming 

  With the Word, the Lord is coming. 

  People, look East, and sing to-day: 

  Love the Lord is on the way. 
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READING 2:  Luke 1. 26-38 (RSV) 

The Angel Gabriel visits the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

After the reading, we keep a moment’s silence after which the 

  reader says the following prayer 
 

  Almighty God,  

  who by your grace called the blessed Virgin Mary,  

  and opened for all the door of infinite mercy and eternal light:  

  fill us with your grace,  

  that through obedience and faith,  

  the world may rejoice in your mercy and walk in your light;  

  through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

All  Amen. 

 

   CHOIR:  Rutter:  Candlelight Carol 
 

How do you capture the wind on the water? 

How do you count all the stars in the sky? 

How can you measure the love of a mother, 

Or how can you write down a baby's first cry? 
 

Chorus 

Candlelight, angel light, firelight and star-glow 

Shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn 

Gloria, gloria in excelsis deo! 

Angels are singing; the Christ child is born. 
 

Shepherds and wise men will kneel and adore him, 

Seraphim round him their vigil will keep; 

Nations proclaim him their Lord and their Saviour, 

But Mary will hold him and sing him to sleep. 
 

Candlelight, angel light …. 
 

Find him at Bethlehem laid in a manger: 

Christ our Redeemer asleep in the hay. 

Godhead incarnate and hope of salvation: 

A child with his mother that first Christmas Day. 
 

Candlelight, angel light …. 
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All stand as the Choir sings: 

 

CAROL 

 

O Little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie! 

  Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

  The silent stars go by. 

  Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

  The everlasting light; 

  The hopes and fears of all the years 

   Are met in thee to-night. 

 

  How silently, how silently, 

   The wondrous gift is given! 

  So God imparts to human hearts 

  The blessings of his heaven. 

  No ear may hear his coming; 

  But in this world of sin, 

  Where meek souls will receive him, still 

   The dear Christ enters in. 

 

  O holy Child of Bethlehem, 

Descend to us, we pray; 

  Cast out our sin, and enter in, 

   Be born in us today. 

  We hear the Christmas angels 

   The great glad tidings tell: 

  O come to us, abide with us, 

   Our Lord Emmanuel.   
        Phillips Brooks 1835-93 

        Descant Thomas Armstrong 
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   READING 3: Luke 2. 1-16 (RSV) 

  The shepherds go to the manger 

 

After the reading, we keep a moment’s silence after which the 

  reader says the following prayer: 

 

  O God the Son, highest and holiest, 

  bring us with the shepherds to kneel 

  before your holy cradle, 

  that we may sing with the angels 

  your glorious praises in heaven, 

  now and for ever.   

  Amen.  

 

 

CHOIR:  Arr. Duthie: Silent night! 

 

Silent night, Holy night, All is calm, all is bright  

round yon Virgin mother and child.  

Holy infant so tender and mild,  

Sleep in heavenly peace.  

 

Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight.  

Glory streams from heaven afar,  

Heav’nly hosts sing “Alleluia!”  

Christ the Saviour is born. 

 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light,  

Radiant beams thy holy face  

With the dawn of redeeming grace.  

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

 

A THOUGHT FOR CHRISTMAS 2020 

Canon Michael Manley, Canon Missioner 
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All stand as the Choir sings: 

 

CAROL 

 

O Come, all ye faithful, 

  Joyful and triumphant, 

  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

  Come and behold him 

  Born the King of Angels: 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 

 

  God of God, 

  Light of Light, 

  Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

  Very God, 

  Begotten, not created: 

    

  See how the Shepherds, 

  Summoned to his cradle, 

  Leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear; 

  We too will thither 

  Bend our joyful footsteps: 

 

  Sing, choirs of Angels, 

  Sing in exultation, 

  Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 

  ‘Glory to God 

  In the Highest’: 
Words Traditional:  F. Oakeley     
Arr. David Willcocks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 

The congregation remains standing for 

 

READING 4: John 1. 1-14 (RSV)  

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 
 

After the reading, we keep a moment’s silence after which the 

  reader says the following prayer 
   

Lord God, our heavenly Father,  

  who for love of our fallen race sent your Son to dwell among us,  

full of grace and truth; help us to welcome him into the life of 

the world and into our own lives and so praise you more in 

word and deed, now and for ever.  

All            Amen. 

 

Sit  CHOIR:  Gardner: Tomorrow shall be my dancing day 
 

Tomorrow shall be my dancing day: 

I would my true love did so chance  

to see the legend of my play,  

to call my true love to my dance:  
 

Sing O my love, O my love, my love, my love;  

this have I done for my true love. 
 

Then was I born of a virgin pure, 

of her I took fleshly substance;  

thus was I knit to man’s nature,  

to call my true love to my dance:  
 

Sing O my love … 
 

In a manger laid and wrapp’d I was,  

so very poor, this was my chance,  

betwixt an ox and a silly poor ass, 

to call my true love to my dance: 
 

Sing O my love … 
 

Then afterwards baptised I was;  

the Holy Ghost on me did glance,  

my Father's voice heard from above  

to call my true love to my dance: 
 

Sing O my love …  
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The congregation remains seated for 

 

THE COLLECT AND BLESSING  

  

  Almighty God, 

  you make us glad with the yearly remembrance 

   of the birth of your Son Jesus Christ: 

  grant that, as we joyfully receive him as our redeemer, 

  so we may with sure confidence behold him 

  when he shall come to be our judge; 

  who is alive and reigns with you, 

  in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

  one God, now and for ever. 

All  Amen. 

 

   Christ the Son of God, born of Mary, 

  fill you with his grace to trust his promises 

   and obey his will; 

  and the blessing of God almighty,  

   the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

  be among you and remain with you always. 

All   Amen. 

 

 

All stand as the Choir sings 

 

CAROL  

 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild,  

God and sinners reconciled: 

Joyful all ye nations rise,   

Join the triumph of the skies, 

With the angelic host proclaim, 

Christ is born in Bethlehem:    

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 
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Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

  Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

  Late in time behold him come, 

  Offspring of a Virgin’s womb! 

  Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

  Hail the Incarnate Deity! 

  Pleased as man with man to dwell, 

  Jesus, our Emmanuel: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 

 

  Hail the heaven-born Prince of peace! 

  Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

  Light and life to all he brings, 

  Risen with healing in his wings. 

  Mild he lays his glory by, 

  Born that man no more may die, 

  Born to raise the sons of earth, 

  Born to give them second birth: 

Hark! the herald angels sing 

Glory to the new-born King. 
Words: Charles Wesley and others   

Arr. David Willcocks 

 

 

The Assistant Organist plays:  Lanquetuit: Toccata in D 

 

 

 

 

The Dean and Chapter  

wish you 

comfort and joy  

at Christmas 
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CHRISTMASTIDE SERVICES AT THE CATHEDRAL 

 

Please go to www.carlislecathedral.org.uk to reserve a seat at our Christmas 

services. As we expect demand for seats to outstrip supply, services will be 

live-streamed via the Cathedral Facebook page. 

 

 

Christmas Eve, Thursday 24th December 

 

2330  Christmas Midnight Eucharist 

  - sung by the Boys and Lay Clerks 

  Preacher:  Canon Michael Manley  

  

Christmas Day, Friday 25th December 
 

1030  Christmas Morning Eucharist  

– sung by the Girls and Lay Clerks 

  President: The Dean   Preacher:  The Bishop 

 

Sunday 27th December 
 

1030  Cathedral Eucharist  

  Preacher: The Very Revd Mark Boyling 

1500  Evening Prayer (said) 

  

Sunday 3rd January, 2021 
 

1030  Sung Eucharist for the Feast of the Epiphany  

  - sung by the Cathedral Consort 

  Preacher: The Revd Canon Michael Manley 

1500  Carols for the Feast of the Epiphany 

  - sung by the Cathedral Consort 
 
 
 

Don’t forget to look out for  

highlights from the Carol Services  

on our social media channels (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter)  

on each of the Twelve Days of Christmas, 

Share and enjoy! 

  

http://www.carlislecathedral.org.uk/
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ANY QUESTIONS? 

  

If you have found things in this service have left you with questions or  

if there are points you would like to raise with us about belief in God and Jesus,  

please speak to one of the clergy afterwards  

or email canonmissioner@carlislecathedral.org.uk 

  

We would be delighted to try to help. 

Xplore 

 

Coming soon: ’Xplore’ 

Want to explore what Christians believe 

Want to find out more 

  

Contact:  Canon Michael Manley canonmissioner@carlislecathedral.org.uk   

  

or write to:   

 

Xplore, Cathedral Office, 7 The Abbey, Carlisle CA3 8TZ 

Church Copyright Licence No. 206188 
Music Reproduction Licence No. 791772 
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