
Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
All others doth deface: 

    Traditional arr: David Willcocks  

 
THE PRAYERS 
 

The Choir sings: 
 

Arr. Stewart: On this day 
 

THE BLESSING 
 
CAROL sung by the Choir 
 
O Come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him, 
Born the King of Angels: 
 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord! 
 

God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 
Very God, 
Begotten, not created: 
 

Sing, choirs of Angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 
‘Glory to God 
In the Highest’: 

Words Traditional:  F. Oakeley     
arr: David Willcocks 

 
The Dean and Chapter  

wish you 
comfort and joy  

at Christmas 
 

The organ plays as the procession and congregation 
leave.   

A PRAYER FOR CHRISTMAS 
“O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.” 

 
If you have found things in this service have left you 
with questions, please be in touch with  
canonmissioner@carlislecathedral.org.uk 
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Welcome to Carlisle Cathedral. 
Cathedral Sidespersons are available to help, please 
ask if you have any particular needs. Please help us 
to make everyone as safe as possible.  The use of a 
face covering is now required by the Government 
unless a medical condition excludes you. This      
service will be live-streamed.  

The Cathedral Consort sings under the direction of 
the Assistant Organist, Mr Edward Taylor. The    
organ is played by the Organ Scholar, Mr Stephen 
Crookes.  
 

The Choir and the Clergy move to their places.  
The congregation remains seated. 
The Dean welcomes the congregation.  
 

The Choir sings: 
 

Star Carol by John Rutter 
 

The Dean of Carlisle introduces the service. 
 
Together we say: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
CAROL sung by the Choir 
 

Ding dong!  merrily on high 
in heav’n the bells are ringing: 
Ding dong!  verily the sky 
is riv’n with angel singing. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

 
 

HURRY TO BETHLEHEM 
 

Carols for all to enjoy 
 

Sunday 20th December 2020 
at 2pm & 4pm 

Collection 
Due to COVID-19 the collection is no longer taken 

during the service. Instead, please make your gift as 

you leave - either by leaving cash in the collection   

baskets, or by using a contactless card with the      

machines near the Cathedral door. Thank you very 

much.   

Your gift will sustain the Cathedral’s worship and   

ministry and helps us to support the Restore project 

which cares for vulnerable people in our own city and 

Project Riandu which is building a school for        

isolated deaf children in Kenya. 
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E’en so here below, below, 
let steeple bells be swungen, 
and “io, io, io!” 
by priest and people sungen. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 
 
Pray you, dutifully prime 
your matin chime, ye ringers; 
may you beautifully rime 
your evetime song, ye singers. 
Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis! 

George Ratcliffe Woodward 1848–1934 

 
THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
Isaiah 9: 2 and Matthew 1: 23 
 
The Choir sings: 
  

Arr. Lloyd:  I saw three ships  
 

CAROL sung by the Choir 
 
On Christmas night all Christians sing, 
to hear the news the angels bring, 
news of great joy, news of great mirth, 
news of our merciful King’s birth. 
 

Then why should we on earth be so sad, 
since our Redeemer made us glad, 
when from our sin he set us free, 
all for to gain our liberty? 
 

All out of darkness we have light,  
which made the angels sing this night: 
‘Glory to God and peace to men, 
now and for evermore.  Amen.’ 

Traditional English Carol 

 
THE VIRGIN MARY 
Luke 1: 26-28 and 35 
 
The Choir sings: 
 

Arr. Trepte:  This endris night 
 
CAROL sung by the Choir 
 
O Little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee to-night. 
 

How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heaven. 
No ear may hear his coming; 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 
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O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel.   

Phillips Brooks 1835-93 
Thomas Armstrong  

 
THE BIRTH OF JESUS    
Luke 2: 4-7 
 
CAROL sung by the Choir 
 
Silent night, holy night. 
All is calm, all is bright, 
round yon virgin mother and child; 
holy infant, so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, 
sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night. 
Shepherds quake at the sight, 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing alleluia: 
Christ, the Saviour is born, 
Christ, the Saviour is born, 
 
Silent night, holy night. 
Son of God, love’s pure light, 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace: 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

   Joseph Mohr (1792-1848) 
  Tr John Freeman Young (1820-1885) 

 
 
THE VISITORS     
Luke 2: 13-16 and Matthew 2: 1, 10-11  
 
CAROL sung by the Choir 
 
God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
Let nothing you dismay, 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour 
Was born upon this day, 
To save us all from Satan’s power 
When we were gone astray: 
 
O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy! 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 
From God our heavenly Father 
A blessèd angel came, 
And unto certain shepherds 
Brought tidings of the same, 
How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by name: 
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