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Our loan boxes help bring the Cathedral's 900 year

history of worship to life in the classroom. Our loan boxes

have been created to support the national curriculum

and to deepen pupil's understanding of the Cathedrals

history and significance as a sacred space.

Handling objects help inspire critical thinking, encourage

observational and evaluation skills and create open

dialogues and questioning among pupils.

H i r e  p r o c e s s

A Loan box can be hired for a half-term costing

£40. If a school is interested in hiring a loan box the

hire form can be found on the website 

 http://carlislecathedral.org.uk/educational-visits/

 

Loan boxes must be collected and returned to the

Cathedral by the agreed date by a member of staff

from the hiring school. 

Please note, Loan Box hire is on a first come first

served basis and is subject to availability. The

Cathedral will send out a confirmation of the

booking along with an invoice to schools which,

upon payment will secure the booking.

Full terms and conditions can be found on the Loan

Box Hire form and teachers must agree to the T&C's

upon collection of the loan box.  

L o a n  b o x  o p t i o n s

Eucharist Loan Box: 

Our Eucharist loan boxes include the key objects used

within the Eucharist to encourage greater

understanding of the role of worship in the Christian

faith. 

Creative Cathedral Loan Box:

Our creative cathedral loan box have replicas of

stained glass windows and misericords found in the

Cathedral. This loan box provides a great starting

point for creative inspiration for an Art and Design

project or to enhance understanding of Christian faith

and sacred spaces.

https://carlislecathedral.org.uk/educational-visits/
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O B J E C T

H A N D L I N G

H o w  t o  h a n d l e  o b j e c t s

Make sure the space for object handling is clear

and tidy.

Do not have food or drink near the objects.

If a writing exercise is to occur when the objects

are present, pupils should use pencil not pen.

Remove any jewellery or watches which could

scratch the objects.

When objects are not being used keep them in the

loan box following the packing guideline.

Teachers are to risk assess the use of the objects

within their classroom setting.

Ensure pupils wash their hands or use hand

sanitiser before and after handling objects.

Especially if objects will be passed around the

whole class.

Working in small groups with a supervising adult

can ensure health and safety are being followed. 

As a result of COVID-19, Carlisle Cathedral will

have a strict cleaning policy which will include

the loan boxes being quarantined for 72 hours

before each object is cleaned.

Our loan boxes include either key objects used during

the Eucharist (Holy Communion) or replicas of our

stained glass windows and misericords. We want to

encourage safe handling of the objects so pupils can

have unique experiences within the classroom.

Each loan box include an object handling guide for

teachers.

Creating an atmosphere of safe handling within the

classroom will enhance the pupil's experience of

handling precious objects confidently.

Some key object handling guidance include:

Health and Safety:

 



Object-based learning can be used to suit a variety of

learning styles within a classroom.

Teachers have flexibility in how they use the objects

within their classroom setting. Each loan box comes

with teacher resources and activity ideas to help

inspire your pupils and bring greater understanding.

Examples of ways to use the Loan box are:

Object detectives: 

As a class or in small groups encourage imaginative

thinking by becoming object detectives to discover

what the objects are, using Visible Thinking techniques

will enhance pupils critical thinking skills. 

Observational sketching:

Encourage pupils to get creative by using

observational skills to sketch the objects, translating

3D objects into 2D drawings, practice skills in shapes,

proportions and shading.

Worship and Religions:

Using the objects in the loan box to help pupils reflect

on the similarities and differences of worship from

different faiths.

Art Project:

Use the objects as a base for an art and design

project that allows pupils to be inspired by art found

within the Cathedral to create their own artwork

through different mediums such as painting, collage or

clay. 

Visit Carlisle Cathedral:

Loan boxes can be used to enhance pupil

understanding of worship and Christianity before or

after visiting the Cathedral.

To find out more about workshops and tours on offer

visit www.carlislecathedral.org.uk/educational-visits 

 

A c t i v i t i e s  

W o r s h i p  a n d

w o n d e r

A c t i v i t y  i d e a s



Terms and

conditions

Loan boxes

T e r m s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n s

Loan boxes are hired out on a half-term basis for £40

subject to availability. 

Schools will be invoiced by the Cathedral which upon

payment will secure the booking.   

Loan boxes are to be collected and returned to

Carlisle Cathedral by the agreed date.

The Lead name on the hire form will be responsible for

looking after the loan box for the duration of the hire.

The loan box must be kept somewhere safe within the

school. Items must be kept within the case when not in

use. 

If an item is lost or damaged, the lead name must

inform the Cathedral as soon as possible. Badly

damaged or lost items will incur a fee of up to £40

depending on the item. This money will go towards

helping to replace the item for future loan box hiring.

Object handling guides are included within the loan

box along with resources to promote safe handling. 

Please check all the items are in place before

returning the box.  

Please return the loan box on or before the agreed

return date to the Cathedral.

Loan boxes returned after the agreed date will incur a

£20 delay fee, as the delay may impact on the next

schools hiring of the box.  Schools must inform the

Cathedral of any delays to returning by emailing

heritagelearning@carlislecathedral.org.uk.

Loan boxes cancelled 14 days or more before the

collection date, will receive a partial refund of £30.

Boxes cancelled with less than 14 days’ notice will not

qualify for a refund.

As a result of COVID-19, Carlisle Cathedral will have a

strict cleaning policy which will include the loan boxes

being quarantined for 72 hours before each object is

cleaned. As a result we rely on schools returning loan

boxes on the agreed date to ensure the boxes are

safe and ready for the next school hire.      

The Loan Boxes are to be governed by the school’s risk

assessments during the hire period.

Booking and hire 

 

Returns, delays and cancellations

Health and Safety
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