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Welcome to Carlisle Cathedral. We are a community of prayer, 
welcome and rest for all to encounter the love of God in Jesus Christ. We pray 
that your time amongst us will help you to take your next step with God. 

Cathedral Volunteers & Vergers are available to assist you. 

Lavatories, including disabled facilities, are available beyond the beech hedge at 
the end of the Dean’s Walk, in the Café and in the Undercroft of the Fratry. 

If you use a hearing aid, please turn it to the T position. 

If you have children who would appreciate some space during the service, St 
Wilfrid’s Chapel is available for you. 

You are invited to participate in this service as you feel able, speaking the 
words in bold, and sitting and standing as directed as you feel able.  

You will find a holding cross from the Holy Land on your seat. Please take it 
with you and use it as an aid and encouragement to pray – for the world, for 
friends, for the life and work of the church in Cumbria. Use it also as a reminder 
of God's all-giving love for you, today and every day. 

Bags containing refreshments for consumption after the service may be 
found at the end of rows of seats. If you have located one, please be ready to 
distribute its contents along your row at the end of the service. 

There will be a retiring collection for the Carlisle Diocesan 
Growth Fund. You may make an offering to that fund via the 
donation baskets on exit, or via this QR code. 

Please silence devices that will make a noise. 

A livestream and official photographs of this service is and 
will be available via the Diocese of Carlisle’s website and social media. If you do 
not wish to appear on these, please sit in the North Aisle, behind the pulpit. 
Please do not take photos or make video or audio recordings before or 
during the service for safeguarding and copyright reasons. 
In the event of an emergency, please remain calm and seated. You will be 
directed by the Clergy and Vergers. 

If you have any concerns about the care or safety of anyone at the Cathedral, 
please contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Officer, Joanna Van Lachterop 
safeguarding.adviser@carlislediocese.org.uk or the Chapter Safeguarding Lead, 
Benjamin Carter canonwarden@carlislecathedral.org.uk 

The Cathedral Choir is conducted by Mark Duthie, Director of Music, and 
accompanied by Edward Taylor, Assistant Organist.  
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The Dean’s Welcome and Introduction 
 

It is with great joy that I welcome you in the name of Jesus Christ to Carlisle 
Cathedral. I do so with delight as we join together to worship God and formally 
mark the commencement of the ministry of our sixty-eighth Bishop of Carlisle. 
Whilst the Diocese of Carlisle was established in 1133, Christian worship and 
communities were present here from the fourth century and the Venerable Bede 
mentions two visits to Carlisle by St Cuthbert.  
 

This is a Cathedral because it has the bishop’s seat, his Cathedra. The Cathedra 
is a grand seat and is often called a throne. (Hence this service being an 
enthronement.) A throne always speaks of a wider context and authority; the 
King’s throne of the country, the bishop’s throne of the diocese. In being placed 
into it, Bishop Rob is called to be like the King of Kings, Jesus Christ and to serve 
all who are entrusted to his care in a Christlike pattern. It is a seat from which he 
can be with people as a pastor and from which he can teach the faith. To do this 
he will need the Holy Spirit, and the whole service is one of prayer and worship.  
 

Once the people are safely within the building, we will shut the doors and Bishop 
Rob will ask to come in. Young people will greet him and ask him key questions 
as to his motivation in life. He will then go first to his stall and pray, surrounded 
by the Cathedral Chapter, and College of Canons. Our baptism into Christ is the 
beginning of our life as a Christian and at the font Bishop Rob will affirm with us 
our faith in Jesus. He will then give all the congregation a reminder of their 
baptism, as he blesses us all with holy water. We will then hear scripture read, 
including in our local dialect, and Bishop Rob will formally preach his first sermon 
in his Cathedral as Bishop of Carlisle. Bishop Rob will then be anointed in prayer 
and with holy oil as his ministry as a baptized Christian, a Deacon, Priest and 
Bishop is remembered by key people in that journey of faith. The Archdeacons 
will then clothe him with a stole, cope and mitre. Then, standing at the High Altar, 
where every week Jesus is remembered in Holy Communion, he will receive the 
diocesan pastoral staff. He will then be formally placed in his cathedra and God’s 
blessing on all he is to be and do will be sought. He will mark his sharing in 
Christian leadership with other Church leaders, from within the county, this 
country, and overseas. The final formal part of the service will be Bishop Rob 
giving two blessings. The first to all within the Cathedral from the throne. The 
second to the whole ecumenical county from the altar. Our final action will be to 
spend time together celebrating his new ministry.  
 

Please pray for Bishop Rob, his family, the cathedral, our diocese and county and 
each other at this exciting new point in our history. Thank you for being with us 
today. Michael Everitt, Interim Dean of Carlisle. 



4 

The Archbishop’s Charge 
 

It is customary, when a bishop is appointed to a Diocese that the Archbishop of 
the province issues a charge. The charge sets out the areas of ministry that the 
new bishop is called to focus on. Below is a summary of the charge that the 
Archbishop of York, the Most Reverend and Right Honourable Stephen Cottrell, 
gave to the Right Reverend Rob Saner-Haigh in York Minster on 1st September 
2025, during the Confirmation of Rob’s Election as Bishop of Carlisle.  
 

The Archbishop’s charge spoke directly about Cumbria and the life of the Diocese 
of Carlisle.  Archbishop Stephen called Bishop Rob to be a courageous leader and 
advocate of “mission to children, schools, young people, and families,” to work 
with others through the God for All strategy, and “to be visible in parishes and 
communities” across the Diocese. 
 

Archbishop Stephen encouraged Bishop Rob to bring Christ centred leadership 
that is healing, collaborative, consistent, and sensitive to context, and to be an 
“agent of innovation and change,” enabling others to serve well. He also called 
him to serve the poor and oppressed, to attend to the sick, and to remember 
those who face persecution. 
 

The charge entrusted Bishop Rob with leading clergy and laity alike in preaching 
and teaching the gospel, overseeing the ministry of word and sacrament, and 
fostering an environment where people grow in confidence and are equipped for 
their calling. It also directed him to attend to the Church’s public witness in 
Cumbria and beyond – “speaking the gospel into the Public Square” – and to 
nurture partnerships across diverse sectors for the good of communities. 
 

The Archbishop gave thanks for Bishop Rob’s ministry and invited prayer for him, 
his family and all who serve across Cumbria. The Confirmation of Election 
emphasised both continuity and fresh purpose: a renewed commitment to local 
parish life and to sharing the good news of Jesus in every community. 
 
The journey to this day 
 

The process to appoint a new Bishop is formed of many parts. 
The journey that The Rt Rev Rob Saner-Haigh has taken as he 
becomes the 68th Bishop of Carlisle has been documented on 
https://carlislecathedral.org.uk/68th-bishop-of-carlisle/ You can 
access that page via this QR code. 
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Organ Music 
 
At 1.15pm, the Assistant Organist, Edward Taylor, plays 
 

Prelude and Fugue in E flat major BWV552 
J. S. Bach (1685-1750) 

 
Five Pieces (Allegretto – Folk Tune – Andante Tranquillo – Scherzo – 
Paean) 

Percy Whitlock (1903-1946) 

 
Please note that we remain seated as the processions enter the building until the 
announcement of the Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Cumbria, when we will stand. 
 
Gathering Songs 
 
At 1.45pm, we remain seated to join in songs led by the Diocesan Worship Band. 
 

I’ll praise in the valley, praise on the mountain. 
I’ll praise when I’m sure, praise when I’m doubting. 
I’ll praise when outnumbered, praise when surrounded 
’Cause praise is the waters my enemies drown in, 
As long as I’m breathing I’ve got a reason to 

 
Praise the Lord, O my soulÉ  

 
I’ll praise when I feel it, I’ll praise when I don’t. 
I’ll praise ’cause I know you’re still in control. 
My praise is a weapon; it’s more than a sound. 
My praise is the shout that brings Jericho down. 
As long as I’m breathing, I’ve got a reason to 

 
Praise the Lord, O my soulÉ.  

 
I won’t be quiet my God is alive. 
How could I keep it inside? 

 
Praise the Lord, O my soulÉ. 
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I’ll praise ’cause You’re sovereign, praise ’cause You reign,  
Praise ’cause You rose and defeated the grave. 
I’ll praise ’cause You’re faithful, praise ’cause You’re true. 
Praise ’cause there’s nobody greater than You. 

 
Praise the Lord, O my soulÉ  

 
I won’t be quiet my God is alive. 
How could I keep it inside… 

 
Praise the Lord, O my soulÉ  

 
Words & Music: Brandon Lake, Chandler Moore, Chris Brown, 

Cody Carnes, Pat Barrett, Steven Furtick 
 
 

Father, let me dedicate 
All this life to Thee, 
In whatever worldly state 
Thou wilt have me be. 
Not from sorrow, pain or care 
Freedom dare I claim; 
This alone shall be my prayer: 
Glorify Thy name. 

 
Be glorified in me, 
Be glorified. 
Be glorified in me, 
Be glorified. 

 
Can a child presume to choose 
Where or how to live? 
Can a father’s love refuse 
All the best to give? 
Let my glad heart, while it sings, 
Thee in all proclaim, 
And, whate’er the future brings, 
Glorify Thy name. 

 
Words and Music: Matt Redman, Chris Tomlin, Louie Giglio & Jesse Reeves 

based on a hymn by Laurence Tuttiet (1825–1897) 
Copyright © 2003 Thankyou Music 
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Processions before the service 
 
The congregation is asked to be seated by 1.30pm when processions will begin to 
enter the cathedral. Please note that we remain seated during the processions until the 
announcement of the Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Cumbria, when we will stand. 
 
The Readers and Clergy  
 
At 1.30pm, the procession of representatives of Readers and Clergy, are verged from 
the Tithe Barn to their places in the Cathedral. They process in the following order: 

 
Visiting Readers 
Diocesan Readers 
Visiting Clergy 
Diocesan Clergy 

 
The County Procession 
 
At 1.35pm, the procession of representatives of the County of Cumbria are verged 
from the Tithe Barn to their places in the Cathedral. 
 
The Mayor of Carlisle 
 
At 1.50pm, the Canon Warden receives the Mayor of Carlisle, who is verged to their 
seat. 
 
The High Sheriff of the County of Cumbria 
 
At 1.55pm, the Chancellor of the Diocese receives the High Sheriff of the County of 
Cumbria, who is verged to their seat. 
 
The Vice Lord-Lieutenant of Cumbria 
 
At 1.58pm, an announcement is made, we stand, a fanfare is played, and the Dean 
receives the Vice Lord-Lieutenant of the County of Carlisle, who is verged to their seat. 
!  
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Processional Hymn  
 
At 2pm, a bell is rung. We remain standing and sing the Processional Hymn during 
which the following processions enter the Cathedral:  
 
The Choir Procession  
Servers from the Benefice of Workington  
The Cathedral Choir  
 
The Diocesan Procession 
A Verger 
Servers from Holy Trinity, Kendal 
The Deanery Lay Chairs 
The Rural Deans 
The Chairs of the Houses of Laity and Clergy  
The Prolocutor of the Lower House of the Convocation of York 
The Deputy Chancellor of the Diocese of Carlisle 
Ecumenical Representatives, Diocesan and Visiting Bishops, including 

¥ Ecumenical representatives from Cumbria and the Church of Scotland 
¥ Anglican Communion representatives of the Link Dioceses of Argentina, 

Stavanger, and Zululand, and the Norwegian Mission Society, 
¥ Church of England Visiting Bishops 

Honorary Assistant Bishops of the Diocese of Carlisle 
The Bishop’s Advisor for Women in Ministry 
The Director of Education 
The Director of Mission, Ministry, Support and Innovation 
The Diocesan Secretary 
 
The College of Canons 
A Verger 
The Ecumenical Canons 
The Lay Canons 
The Honorary Canons 
 
The Chapter of Carlisle 
A Verger 
The Chief Operating Officer 
Non-Executive members of Chapter 
The Residentiary Canons 
The Dean of Carlisle 
The Chancellor of the Diocese of Carlisle 
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All creatures of our God and King, 
Lift up your voice and with us sing 
Alleluya, alleluya! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
Thou silver moon with softer gleam: 

 

O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluya, alleluya, alleluya! 

 
Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
Ye clouds that sail in heaven along, 
O praise him, alleluya! 
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,  
Ye lights of evening, find a voice: 

 
Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
Make music for thy Lord to hear, 
Alleluya, alleluya! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
That givest us both warmth and light: 

 
Dear mother earth, who day by day 
Unfoldest blessings on our way, 
O praise him, alleluya! 
The flowers and fruits that in thee grow, 
Let them his glory also show: 

 
All ye that are of tender heart, 
Forgiving others, take your part, 
O sing ye, alleluya! 
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 
Praise God and on him cast your care: 

 
And thou, most kind and gentle death, 
Waiting to hush our latest breath, 
O praise him, alleluya! 
Thou leadest home the child of God, 
And Christ our Lord the way hath trod: 

 
Let all things their Creator bless,  
And worship him in humbleness, 
O praise him, alleluya! 
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Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, three in one: 

 

O praise him, O praise him, 
Alleluya, alleluya, alleluya! 

 
REH 359. Words: St Francis of Assis (1182-1226) 

Translated by William Draper (1855-1933) 
Music: Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) using phrases  

from an Easter hymn in Geistliche Kirchengesäng (1623) 
 

The Gathering 
The Interim Dean of Carlisle, The Venerable Michael Everitt.  
 
Dean  For the Cumbrian heritage of faith, 

for those who brought the good news, 
for Patrick, Brigid, Kentigern, Oswald, Cuthbert, Herbert and Bega: 
We bless you, O Lord.  

 
For those who have been faithful bishops and pastors of this diocese; 
for Athelwold our first bishop and for James our last bishop: 
We bless you, O Lord.  

 
For Rob Saner-Haigh in his own ministry as priest and deacon, 
and as suffragan bishop in this Diocese: 
We bless you, O Lord.  

 
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
We sit. Informal words of welcome are offered. 
 
The Mandate 
 
Dean  Let the Archbishop’s Mandate now be read.  
 
The Chancellor of the Diocese, Mr James Fryer-Spedding, reads the Mandate for the 
Enthronement. 
 
Dean  Let us pray.  
 
Silence is kept.  
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God our Father, Lord of all the world, 
through your Son you have called us 
into the fellowship of your universal Church: 
hear our prayer for your faithful people 
that in their vocation and ministry 
each may be an instrument of your love, 
and give to your servant, Rob our Bishop, now to be installed, 
the needful gifts of grace; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

 
We have heard the Archbishop’s Mandate. 
Let us prepare to welcome our Bishop into his Cathedral Church.  

 
Joyful music is played on the organ. The Dean, Residentiary Canons, and those 
representing the children of the county are verged to the cathedral door. 
 
The Meeting 
 
The Bishop arrives on foot, having walked a part of the Cumbrian Way. He is 
accompanied by his Chaplain together with the Archdeacon of Carlisle, the Archdeacon 
of West Cumberland, the Archdeacon of Westmorland and Furness, and the Diocesan 
Registrar. The cathedral doors are shut. 
 
The Bishop knocks at the doors of the Cathedral. 
 
Dean  Let the doors be opened, that we may meet our Bishop.  
 
The doors are opened, and the Bishop and his entourage are met at the door by the 
Dean and three children of the county. 
 
Children  We greet you in the name of Christ.  
 
Child 1 Who are you and why do you knock at these doors? 
 
Bishop  I am Rob, a servant of Jesus Christ, 

and I come as one seeking the grace of God, 
a pilgrim with you in faith and service.  
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Child 2 Why have you been sent to us?  
 
Bishop I am sent as your Diocesan Bishop, 

to proclaim the love of Christ, 
and with you to worship and love God 
with heart and soul, mind and strength. 

 
Child 3 How do you come among us and with what confidence?  
 
Bishop  I come in weakness and trembling, 

confident only in Jesus Christ, crucified and risen. 
 
Dean  Let us then humble ourselves together,  

following in the footsteps of those who before us 
have entered this house  
to seek God’s mercy and strength. 

 
Motet 
 
During the Motet, the Dean and the children lead the Bishop to the east side of the 
Great Screen. The others follow. 
 
Choir  Give us the wings of faith to rise 

within the veil, and see 
the saints above, how great their joys, 
how bright their glories be. 

 
We ask them whence their victory came: 
they, with united breath, 
ascribe the conquest to the Lamb, 
their triumph to his death. 

 
They marked the footsteps that he trod, 
his zeal inspired their breast, 
and, following their incarnate God, 
they reached the promised rest. 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
Music: James Whitbourn (1963-2024) 

  



13 

The Welcome 
 
We stand.  
 
Dean  Reverend Father in God, 

in the name of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, 
and of this ancient Foundation, 
and on behalf of the people of your Diocese, 
we welcome you into your Cathedral Church.  
In the name of the Lord, we welcome you! 
We welcome you! 

 
We welcome the Bishop of Carlisle with a round of applause. 
 
Dean Bishop Rob, we have heard with joy the Mandate of the Archbishop 

of York for your enthronement as the sixty-eighth Bishop of Carlisle. 
In accordance with Church custom and law, we now invite you to 
make the Declaration of Assent. 

 
We sit. 
 
The Declaration of Assent 
 
Dean The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic and 

Apostolic Church, worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. It professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy 
Scriptures and set forth in the catholic creeds, which faith the 
Church is called upon to proclaim afresh in each generation. Led by 
the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian truth in its historic 
formularies, the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, The Book of 
Common Prayer and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons. 
In the declaration you are about to make, will you affirm your loyalty 
to this inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance under 
God in bringing the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and 
making him known to those in your care? 

 
!  
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Bishop I, Robert James Saner-Haigh, do so affirm, and accordingly declare 
my belief in the faith which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set 
forth in the catholic creeds and to which the historic formularies of 
the Church of England bear witness; and in public prayer and 
administration of the sacraments, I will use only the forms of service 
which are authorized or allowed by Canon.  

 
Dean Bishop Rob, I now invite you to take the Oath of Allegiance, the 

Oath of Due Obedience, and the Oath of Fidelity. 
 
The Netherby Bible upon which the Bishop will swear the oaths is an historic one. King 
Charles I, immediately before his execution on 30th January 1649, gave it to his 
attendant, Sir Richard Graham, who was with him on the scaffold. The Graham family 
has kindly lent the Bible to the Cathedral for this occasion as they have done for 
previous enthronements. 
 
The Oath of Allegiance 
 
Assisted by his Chaplain, the Bishop holds the Netherby Bible in his right hand. 
 
Bishop I, Robert James Saner-Haigh, do swear that I will be faithful and bear 

true allegiance to His Majesty King Charles the Third, his heirs and 
successors, according to law: so help me God.  

 
The Oath of Due Obedience 
 
The Bishop continues to hold the bible. 
 
Bishop I, Robert James Saner-Haigh, Bishop of the Church and See of 

Carlisle, do profess and promise all due reverence and obedience to 
the Lord Archbishop of York and to the Metropolitical Church of 
Saint Peter in York and to their Successors: so help me God. 

 
The Oath of Fidelity 
 
The College of Canons stands. The Bishop continues to hold the bible. 
 
!  
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Bishop  I, Robert James Saner-Haigh, by divine permission Bishop of Carlisle, 
do solemnly declare that I shall faithfully observe and keep the 
Constitution, Statutes, Ordinances and Customs and preserve the 
Liberties of this Cathedral Church; and shall set forth and promote 
such works as may be fitly done therein for the service of God and 
for the benefit of his Church: so help me God.  

 
The Bishop signs the oaths. Those with him move to stand in their places. 
 
The Installation 
 
The Dean places the Bishop in his seat and says  
 
Dean  In the name of the Chapter of the Cathedral Church 

of the Holy and Undivided Trinity of Carlisle, 
I, Michael John Everitt, place you, Robert James Saner-Haigh, 
in the accustomed stall of the Bishop 
within the Choir of this Cathedral Church 
as our Visitor and our Father in God.  
May the Lord preserve your going out and your coming in 
from this time forth and for evermore.  

 
The Prayer of the College of Canons 
 
The Bishop and the College of Canons sit or kneel to pray together the prayer of St 
Augustine, under whose rule the monastic community of the Cathedral was founded 
and lived, and which influences Cathedral life today. 
 
Dean  Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, 
the light of the minds that know you, 
the joy of the hearts that love you,  
the strength of the wills that serve you; 
grant us so to know you that we may truly love you, 
so to love you that we may fully serve you, 
whom to serve is perfect freedom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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The Greeting 
 
We stand. 
 
Bishop Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
and also with you.  

 
My brothers and sisters in Christ, I thank you for your welcome. I 
come among you as your servant and pastor, humbly seeking the 
grace of God. In baptism, God has called us and draws us into the 
Church, commissioning each of us to witness to the faith of the 
crucified Christ in season and out of season and to be his faithful and 
joyful disciples to the end of our lives. With humility and with joy, I 
take on the yoke of obedience as your Bishop and for the love of 
Christ I seek to do his perfect will.  

 
I cannot do this in my own strength, but with God’s love and your 
care and so I ask you to join with me in affirming our common faith, 
committing ourselves afresh to God’s service that through our work, 
witness and prayer together we may proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord 
and Saviour.  

 
Song 
 
During the song, the Bishop and the children are verged to the Font.  
 

Father, let me dedicate 
All this life to Thee, 
In whatever worldly state 
Thou wilt have me be. 
Not from sorrow, pain or care 
Freedom dare I claim; 
This alone shall be my prayer: 
Glorify Thy name. 

 
Be glorified in me, 
Be glorified. 
Be glorified in me, 
Be glorified. 
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Can a child presume to choose 
Where or how to live? 
Can a father’s love refuse 
All the best to give? 
Let my glad heart, while it sings, 
Thee in all proclaim, 
And, whate’er the future brings, 
Glorify Thy name. 

 
Words and Music: Matt Redman, Chris Tomlin, Louie Giglio & Jesse Reeves 

based on a hymn by Laurence Tuttiet (1825–1897) 
Copyright © 2003 Thankyou Music 

 
Affirmation of Baptismal Covenant 
 
Bishop My brothers and sisters, I invite you to join with me in    
    affirming our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?  
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth.  

 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven,  
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  
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Almighty God,  
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith  
with all who have been baptized into your name.  
Keep us faithful to our baptism,  
and so make us ready for that day  
when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  

 
May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith,  
that you may be rooted and grounded in love   
and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.  
Amen.  

 
Hymn 
 
During the hymn, assisted by the children, the Bishop uses water from the font to 
make the sign of the cross upon himself and to then sprinkle the congregation. The 
readers are then verged to the Eagle Lectern. 
 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My dear Redeemer’s praise, 
My dear Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of his grace! 
 

Jesus, the name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease, 
That bids our sorrows cease; 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, 
’Tis life, and health, and peace. 
 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
He sets the prisoner free, 
He sets the prisoner free: 
His blood can make the foulest clean; 
His blood availed for me. 
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He speaks; and, listening to his voice, 
New life the dead receive, 
New life the dead receive, 
The mournful broken hearts rejoice, 
The humble poor believe. 
 

Hear him, ye deaf; his praise, ye dumb, 
Your loosened tongues employ, 
Your loosened tongues employ; 
Ye blind, behold your Saviour come; 
And leap, ye lame, for joy! 
 

My gracious Master and my God, 
Assist me to proclaim, 
Assist me to proclaim 
And spread through all the earth abroad 
The honours of thy name. 
 

REH 531 Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) 
Music: Lyngham Thomas Jarman (1776-1862) 

 
We sit. 
 
First Reading 
The Revd Mike Hindley 
 

1Then he brought me back to the entrance of the temple; there, 
water was flowing from below the threshold of the temple toward 
the east (for the temple faced east); and the water was flowing down 
from below the south end of the threshold of the temple, south of 
the altar. 2Then he brought me out by way of the north gate, and led 
me around on the outside to the outer gate that faces toward the 
east; and the water was coming out on the south side. 3Going on 
eastward with a cord in his hand, the man measured one thousand 
cubits, and then led me through the water; and it was ankle-
deep. 4Again he measured one thousand, and led me through the 
water; and it was knee-deep. Again he measured one thousand, and 
led me through the water; and it was up to the waist. 5Again he 
measured one thousand, and it was a river that I could not cross, for 
the water had risen; it was deep enough to swim in, a river that 
could not be crossed. 6He said to me, “Mortal, have you seen this?”  
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Then he led me back along the bank of the river. 7As I came back, I 
saw on the bank of the river a great many trees on the one side and 
on the other. 8He said to me, “This water flows toward the eastern 
region and goes down into the Arabah; and when it enters the sea, 
the sea of stagnant waters, the water will become fresh. 9Wherever 
the river goes, every living creature that swarms will live, and there 
will be very many fish, once these waters reach there. It will become 
fresh; and everything will live where the river goes. 10People will 
stand fishing beside the sea from En-gedi to En-eglaim; it will be a 
place for the spreading of nets; its fish will be of a great many kinds, 
like the fish of the Great Sea. 11But its swamps and marshes will not 
become fresh; they are to be left for salt. 12On the banks, on both 
sides of the river, there will grow all kinds of trees for food. Their 
leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail, but they will bear fresh fruit 
every month, because the water for them flows from the sanctuary. 
Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing.” 

Ezekiel 47.1-12 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
Psalm 121 
Jean Scott-Smith, President Lakeland Dialect Society will read this psalm in a local 
dialect. The King James Version is given below. 
 

1I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
   from whence cometh my help. 
2My help cometh from the Lord, 
   which made heaven and earth. 
3He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: 
   he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
4Behold, he that keepeth Israel 
   shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The Lord is thy keeper: 
   the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. 
6The sun shall not smite thee by day, 
   nor the moon by night. 
7The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: 
   he shall preserve thy soul. 
8The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in 
   from this time forth, and even for evermore. 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: 
   and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
   world without end. Amen.  

 
Second Reading 
Emma Saner-Haigh 
 

37On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was 
standing there, he cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to 
me, 38and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has 
said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living 
water.’” 39Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him 
were to receive; for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was 
not yet glorified. 40When they heard these words, some in the crowd 
said, “This is really the prophet.” 41Others said, “This is the Messiah.” 
But some asked, “Surely the Messiah does not come from Galilee, 
does he? 42Has not the scripture said that the Messiah is descended 
from David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David 
lived?” 43So there was a division in the crowd because of him. 44Some 
of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him. 

John 7.37-44 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
Song 
 

We stand. During the song, the readers are verged to their chairs and the Bishop and 
his Chaplain are verged to the pulpit. 
 

Speak, O Lord, as we come to You 
To receive the food of Your holy word. 
Take Your truth, plant it deep in us; 
Shape and fashion us in Your likeness, 
That the light of Christ might be seen today 
In our acts of love and our deeds of faith. 
Speak, O Lord, and fulfil in us 
All Your purposes, for Your glory. 
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Teach us, Lord, full obedience, 
Holy reverence, true humility. 
Test our thoughts and our attitudes 
In the radiance of Your purity. 
Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see 
Your majestic love and authority. 
Words of power that can never fail; 
Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

 

Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds; 
Help us grasp the heights of Your plans for us. 
Truths unchanged from the dawn of time 
That will echo down through eternity. 
And by grace we’ll stand on Your promises, 
And by faith we’ll walk as You walk with us. 
Speak, O Lord, till Your church is built 
And the earth is filled with Your glory. 

 
Words & Music: Keith Getty & Stuart Townend  

Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music 
 

Before the sermon, the Bishop sets aside his personal pastoral staff, in readiness for 
taking up the pastoral staff of the Bishop of Carlisle.  
 
The Sermon 
The Right Reverend Rob Saner-Haigh, Bishop of Carlisle. 
 

Following an opening prayer, we sit. 
 

During the sermon, the air, Sitting in the Stern of the Boat, is played by Deacon 
Deborah Wilde, Chaplain at Morecambe Bay Hospitals Trust and Chaplain to the 
High Sheriff of Cumbria.  
 

After the sermon, the Bishop removes his scarf and chimere in readiness to receive the 
vestments of the Bishop of Carlisle. 
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Prayer for the Anointing of the Holy Spirit 
 
Accompanied by his Chaplain, the Bishop of Carlisle moves to the Presbytery Step, 
where he kneels. Those who will anoint the Bishop for his new ministry are verged to 
gather around him. 
 
We remain seated as a time of silence and stillness for prayer is kept. 
 
Cantor Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

And lighten with celestial fire; 
Thou the anointing Spirit art,  
Who dost thy seven-fold gifts impart: 
 

Thy blessèd unction from above 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love; 
Enable with perpetual light  
The dullness of our blinded sight: 
 

Anoint and cheer our soilèd face 
With the abundance of thy grace: 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home; 
Where thou art guide no ill can come. 
 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee, of both, to be but one; 
That through the ages all along 
This may be our endless song, 
 

Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
REH 182. Words: John Cosin (1594–1672), based on Veni Creator Spiritus 

Music: Veni Creator (Mechlin) 
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The Anointing for New Ministry 
 
Samuel and Karla Coswig, Missionaries for Carlisle Network Youth Church and West 
Carlisle Church Plant, say  
 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, 
we bid you pray for Rob our Bishop,   
as he is anointed with oil for his ministry among us 
as pastor, teacher and servant.  

 
A time of silence and stillness for prayer is kept. 
 
Peter Saner, Bishop Rob’s brother, says 
 

Remember that at your baptism 
you were signed upon your forehead with the cross of Christ,   
that you might fight valiantly as his disciple 
against sin, the world and the devil, 
and remain faithful to him to the end of your life. 
As you teach and guide his flock, 
may God give you grace to continue in his way.   
The Lord keep you and defend you 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Right Reverend Graham Dow who ordained Bishop Rob deacon in 2005, anoints 
the Bishop’s left hand with the Oil of Chrism, saying 
 

Remember that when you were ordained deacon 
in the Church of God   
you were called to share in the ministry of Christ, 
who took the form of a servant, 
and came not to be served but to serve.   
He taught that those who would be great among us 
must be the servant of all.   
May God give you grace to continue in his way.  
The Lord keep you and defend you 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
!  
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The Revd Dr Diane Gilmore, who was ordained priest this year, anoints the Bishop’s 
right hand with the Oil of Chrism, saying 
 

Remember that when you were ordained priest 
in the Church of God, 
you were given care of the people in your charge: 
to watch over them,   
to absolve them and to bless them in God’s name, 
and to proclaim the gospel of salvation.  
May God give you grace to continue in his way.  
The Lord keep you and defend you 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Right Reverend Dr Jill Duff, Bishop of Lancaster, says 
 

Remember that the episcopal ring you wear on your right hand 
is a sign of unity. 
It is also a sign of trust  
that a waiting father places on the finger of his returning son. 
May God give you grace to continue in his way.  
The Lord keep you and defend you 
now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
Those who have anointed Bishop Rob are verged to their places.  
 
The Clothing 
The Bishop moves to the middle of the Presbytery, where the clothes of the office of 
Bishop of Carlisle, the stole, cope and mitre are in position. The Archdeacons, 
Residentiary Canons and Dean are verged to join him. 
 
The Archdeacons of Carlisle, West Cumberland, and Westmorland and Furness stand 
before the Bishop, holding the stole, cope and mitre of the Bishop of Carlisle. As the 
Bishop is clothed with these vestments, he enters into and becomes part of the 
continuity of apostolic ministry in this See. 
 
The Venerable Stewart Fyfe, holding up the stole, says 
 

Jesus said, ‘Take my yoke upon you and learn of me.’ 
Wear this stole as a token of your obedience to Christ, 
whose yoke is easy and whose burden is light.  

 
The stole is placed on the Bishop. 
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The Venerable Vernon Ross, holding up the cope, says 
 

St Paul says 
‘As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.’ 
Wear this cope as a sign that you are clothed with Christ, 
in whose strength alone you stand among us. 

 
The cope is placed on the Bishop. 
 
The Venerable Ruth Newton, holding up the mitre, says  
 

St Luke tells us that at Pentecost 
tongues of flame rested on each one of the Apostles. 
Wear this mitre as a sign that the Holy Spirit rests upon you, 
and is to be your guide and wisdom in all things.  

 
The mitre is placed on the Bishop. 
 
The Archdeacons are verged to their places. The Bishop moves into the Sanctuary. 
 
The Pastoral Staff 
 
The Bishop stands before the High Altar. The Dean takes the pastoral staff presented 
by the clergy and laity of the diocese in 1886 to Harvey Goodwin DD, then Bishop of 
Carlisle, and to the See of Carlisle, and presents it to the Bishop. 
 
The Revd Eleanor Hancock says 
 

Bishop Rob, you are our chief shepherd. 
Carry this pastoral staff as a sign of your care for us in Christ.  
May the Lord be your shepherd always.  

 
The Oath to Keep Watch 
 
Derek Hurton, the Diocesan Secretary leads the Bishop to the Cathedral’s copy of the 
Bishops’ Bible, which has been placed on the High Altar. This bible dates from 1568 
and was given to the Cathedral by the Machell Family, who formerly lived at 
Crackenthorpe, Appleby. The Diocesan Secretary says 
 

Bishop Rob,   
I ask you to make the declaration 
that you will faithfully watch over this Diocese of Carlisle. 
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The Bishop lays his right hand upon the Bishops’ Bible to take the accustomed oath. 
 

I, Robert, by divine permission Bishop of Carlisle, promise, that as 
much as in me lies, I will be a faithful pastor and priest, and a true 
Father in God to the Clergy and People of this Diocese, so that we 
may be equipped for God’s service and together build up the Body of 
Christ: so help me God. 
 

Motet 
 
Choir  God be in my head, and in my understanding; 

God be in mine eyes and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth; and in my speaking; 
God be in my heart; and in my thinking; 
God be at mine end, and at my departing. 

 
Words: Pynson’s Horae 1514 

Music: Rutter (b.1945) 
 

The Enthronement 
 
We stand. The Dean leads the Bishop to the Cathedra, the episcopal seat. 
 
Dean By virtue of the Mandate of the Most Reverend and Right 

Honourable Stephen Geoffrey by Divine Providence Lord 
Archbishop of York, I, Michael John Everitt, Interim Dean of Carlisle, 
induct, install and enthrone you ROBERT JAMES SANER-HAIGH 
into possession of the BISHOPRIC OF CARLISLE, with its rights and 
dignities and all its opportunities of service; and I place you in the 
episcopal seat of this Cathedral Church of the Holy and Undivided 
Trinity of Carlisle, in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
The Cathedral Bells are rung, and we listen to them announcing the new Bishop of 
Carlisle to the city and county. Then, a fanfare is sounded and all sing  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,  
Praise him all creatures here below, 
Praise him above ye heavenly host,  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Words: The Old 100th 

Music: The Old 100th Psalm Tune, arr. R. Vaughan Williams (1872–1958) 
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The Blessing of the New Bishop 
 
Dean  May the Lord sustain you 

in all your works and in all your ways; 
make you humble, just and true; 
strengthen you in holiness and righteousness;  
fill your home with love and joy and peace; 
and help you always to possess the hearts of your people. 
May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  

 
The Presentation and the Peace 
 
Dean  My brothers and sisters, I present to you Rob, 

anointed and enthroned as our Bishop.  
 
All in the Cathedral greet the Bishop with applause, who responds: 
 
Bishop The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy and peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
and also with you.  

 
Dean  Let us offer one another a sign of peace.  
 
All are invited to share a sign of peace with those around them.  
 
Song 

 

See, what a morning, gloriously bright,  
With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 
Folded, the grave-clothes,  
Tomb filled with light,  
As the angels announce Christ is risen! 
See God’s salvation plan,  
Wrought in love, borne in pain,  
Paid in sacrifice,  
Fulfilled in Christ the Man,  
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
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See Mary weeping, ‘Where is He laid?’ 
As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb; 
Hears a voice speaking,  
Calling her name; 
It’s the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 
The voice that spans the years, 
Speaking life, stirring hope,  
Bringing peace to us, 
Will sound till He appears, 
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

One with the Father, Ancient of Days, 
Through the Spirit who clothes faith with certainty; 
Honour and blessing,  
Glory and praise 
To the King crowned with power and authority! 
And we are raised with Him, 
Death is dead, love has won,  
Christ has conquered; 
And we shall reign with Him, 
For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 
 

Words & Music: Stuart Townend & Keith Getty 
Copyright © 2003 Thankyou Music 

We sit. 
 
The Dedication to Partnership in Ministry 
 
The Bishop, Honorary Assistant Bishops, the Ecumenical Representatives, and the 
Partners in World Mission are verged from the Sanctuary to the Presbytery Steps. 
Those leading the Prayers of Intercession are verged to the Eagle Lectern.  
 
The Bishop of Carlisle asks the Honorary Assistant Bishops 
 

My brothers, I ask your help in bearing in this Diocese the 
responsibilities of a bishop in the Church of God, and I give you my 
commission to share in this work.  

 
Reply Supported by your prayers, we pledge ourselves to share in your 

ministry of pastoral care of the Clergy and Laity of the Diocese   
and to the continuing mission of the Church of God; in the name of 
Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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The Ecumenical Representatives say 
 

As leaders of the Church in this region, supported by the prayers of 
God’s holy people, we pledge ourselves to work and pray together 
for the spread of the Gospel and the increase of God’s kingdom; in 
the name of Christ, and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 
The Partners in World Mission say 
 

As partners in the mission of God throughout the world, we pledge 
ourselves to deepening our fellowship in the Gospel, that the earth 
may be filled with the glory of God; in the name of Christ, and in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Bishop, Honorary Assistant Bishops, Ecumenical Representatives and Partners in 
World Mission address the congregation together, saying 
 

Sisters and brothers, we invite you to join with us 
in the prayer that unites all Christian people: 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Bishop returns to the Cathedra, and the Honorary Assistant Bishops, Ecumenical 
Representatives and Partners in World Mission are verged to their places. 
!  
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The Prayers of Intercession 
 

The Revd Canon Shanthi Thompson, the Chair of the House of Clergy prays 
 
Gracious God, 
we give you thanks for all those 
who have nurtured and nourished Rob in his ministry; 
for Emma, Ollie, Jemima and Hal, 
giving thanks for the love shared within the family, 
and for your blessing upon them in their new life among us.  
We pray too for the people who have supported Rob in his ministry 
and whom he has served as pastor and friend.  
May the fruits of his ministry continue to flourish in them 
and may he discover new gifts in this place. 
 

Professor Annie Garden, the Warden of Readers prays 
 
We pray for the parishes of this Diocese 
whom Rob will lead and encourage. 
May the diversity and character of each be celebrated and sustained. 
May every congregation challenge and be challenged 
by those whom they serve. 
We give thanks for Bishops Richard, James, John and Peter 
and all who carried additional responsibilities 
during the vacancy in see 
and pray that both in mission and in administration 
we may be bold and faithful to the ministry of Christ. 
 

Rob Cook, the Chair of the House of Laity prays 
 
We pray for Charles, our King, 
for this City, for the people of Cumbria 
and for all the communities represented here today. 
We give thanks for those who contribute to 
and work for a fairer sharing of resources 
and for a society where each person is respected and listened to.   
May we find new ways of working together 
and enlarging our vision of what it is to be your people.   
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The Revd Canon Angela Whittaker, Bishop’s Advisor for Women in Ministry prays 
 
We pray for the life and witness of this Cathedral Church,   
giving thanks for all those who through the centuries 
have hallowed it with their prayers and their service. 
We pray for the Dean and Chapter 
and the community that gathers here today 
as we look forward to supporting our Bishop 
and to receiving the blessings of his insights. 
May he show humility in sharing his strengths 
and courage in sharing his weaknesses 
that he may enrich and be enriched  
by the worship offered here each day.  
 

The Revd Canon Dr Benjamin Carter, the Canon Warden prays 
 
We pray for those unable to be here today;  
for those who are ill at home or in hospital; 
for those confined and restricted by old age; 
for those wounded by loss and scarred by war, 
and for those whose grief is still raw. 
We ask your blessing on them and all who feel alone and isolated. 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have gone before us 
and make our prayer in communion 
with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

The readers are verged to return to their places 
 
Commission for Service 

 
Three members of Network Youth Church in Carlisle, representing the young people of 
the county, are verged to stand before the Cathedra and commission the Bishop.  

 
Person 1 Bishop Rob, you have been anointed as our Bishop.  

With the grace of the Holy Spirit going before you,   
will you dare to walk into God’s future,   
trusting God to be your guide?  
 

Bishop  By the Spirit’s grace, I will. 
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Person 2 In the Spirit’s power, 
will you dare to lead us in new paths, 
that God’s Church may grow and flourish? 
 

Bishop  By the Spirit’s power, I will.  
 

Person 3 Will you help us keep our eyes open to God’s work around   
us, help equip us in facing new challenges and ever draw us   
back to the One who calls us and with whom we may     
accomplish more than we can imagine? 
 

Bishop  By God’s help and by your prayers, I will.  
 

We stand. The Bishop addresses the congregation  
 

Bishop Brothers and sisters, God’s people in this place, 
will you join me in living the good news of God 
amongst the people with whom we live and serve? 
 
Together, we commit ourselves 
to support and encourage one another 
in the work of God in this Diocese of Carlisle, 
working with you as Bishop of Carlisle 
to build up God’s kingdom of righteousness and peace.  
 

The young people are verged to their places.  
 
The Blessing 
 
Bishop The Lord bless you and watch over you, 

the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you, 
the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
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Final Hymn 
 
The Bishop and his Chaplain are verged to the Sanctuary. Others return to their places. 
 

Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 
Once for favoured sinners slain! 
Thousand thousand saints attending 
Swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 

 
Every eye shall now behold him 
Robed in dreadful majesty; 
Those who set at naught and sold him, 
Pierced and nailed him to the Tree, 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
Shall the true Messiah see. 

 
Those dear tokens of his passion 
Still his dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultation 
To his ransomed worshippers: 
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 
Gaze we on those glorious scars! 

 
Yea, Amen, let all adore thee, 
High on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
Claim the kingdom for thine own: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 

 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

Music: Helmsley, melody noted by Thomas Olivers (1725-99) 
in John Wesley’s Select Hymns (Sacred Melody), 1765. 

!  
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Blessing of the County and the Diocese 
 

Bishop May almighty God bless this County and Diocese, 
from Bewcastle to Barrow, and from St Bees to Brough; 
may God grant gifts of wisdom, love and compassion 
to all who live and work here; 
may God visit his people with mercy,  
surround them with love, 
and fill the hearts of all with courage, strength and peace; 
beyond human imagining; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 
Organ Voluntary 
 

Carillon-Sortie 
Henri Mulet (1878-1967) 

 

After the Service & Refreshments 
 

There is no formal recession. Please remain standing as the Bishop of Carlisle and his 
Chaplain are verged through the Cathedral. Bishop Rob will make his way around the 
Cathedral after the service.  
 

Please remain in your places to enjoy each other’s company and the refreshments which 
may be found in the bags at the end of each row of chairs. Please dispose of the 
packaging in the receptacles provided. 
 

The robing and processing venues will be open after the service from 4.15-5.00pm for 
those who have robed and/or processed to collect their things.  
 

Please take this order of service with you as a memento of this day, and to help you to 
continue to pray for God and the Church and County of Cumbria.  
 
Copyrighted material is included from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England copyright © 
The Archbishops’ Council 2000 & 2006.  Scripture quotations are from The Authorized (King James) Version, the 
rights in which are vested in the Crown, are reproduced by permission of the Crown's Patentee, Cambridge University 
Press and The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995 by the Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Reproduction 
of the hymns and music in this service sheet falls under the provision of the Christian Copyright Licence number 
206188 and music reproduction licence number 791772. This compilation is copyright the Chapter of Carlisle, 2025. 
The artwork is copyright © Francesca Ross and used with permission. 
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Note on the artwork on the front cover 
 

The artwork is by the British artist and illustrator, Francesca Ross 
francescaross.co.uk  It is based on the outline of a traditional Celtic cross, 
featuring a central boss, arms with cut-out sections, and an encircling ring. 
 

The central boss has a classic motif taken from the Lindisfarne Gospels. This links 
Cumbrian Christianity with its roots in the historic Diocese of Lindisfarne, of 
which Carlisle was once a part. 
 

The motif on the arms of the cross echoes the centre of the cross but flows and 
loops. This illustrates how, whilst the message of the Gospel remains the same, 
its proclamation changes with time and place. 
 

The sections of the ring represent four natural features of Cumbria: the 
mountains, the forests, the coastline, and the rivers and the lakes. 
 

In the top left, the pattern represents St Mungo (Kentigern) and the mountains 
of Cumbria (Helvellyn, Skiddaw, Great Gable and Scafell Pike are depicted from 
left to right). St Mungo regularly visited Cumbria. Several churches are named 
after him, and his symbol is a robin as, according to tradition, he brought a dead 
robin back to life. 
 

In the top right, the pattern represents St Herbert and the forests of Cumbria. 
He lived on St Herbert’s Island in Derwentwater. He is represented here by a 
sprig of yew. Yew trees in Borrowdale are between 1500 and 2000 years old, so 
date from the time of the saints, and perhaps from the time of Jesus. 
 

In the lower left, the pattern represents St Bega, and the coastline of Cumbria. St 
Bega sailed from Ireland to avoid an unwanted marriage and became a hermit 
living on the headland now known as St Bees. Her symbol is a gold armlet, which 
she was given by an angel. 
 

In the lower right, the pattern represents St Cuthbert and the rivers and the 
lakes. St Cuthbert was a regular visitor to the area. There is a story that while 
travelling, he told his companion that an eagle would provide food. An eagle 
provided them with a salmon, which Cuthbert then shared with the eagle. Salmon 
can regularly be seen as they make their way up the rivers of Cumbria. 
 

In each corner there are flames, which refer to the prophecy of beacons being lit 
across the North. 


