When was the last time you made a new friend? For some of us, our closest friendships were made in
our childhood or young adulthood, and they have stood the test of time. For others, like me many of my
friendship have been made within the Christian communities | have been part of. This includes
friendships made across denominations, as | was brought up in both Methodist and Anglican traditions.

Since moving to Carlisle three and a half years ago, John, and | have begun to make new friends which is
a joy.

Friends are people you choose to spend time with. They are people you can be open and honest with,
without pretence or show. With friends, you share the fullness of life—the soaring joys, the crushing
sorrows, the quiet anxieties. Friends are people you trust. They see you, and you see them. This sacred,
human experience of friendship is not separate from our life of faith; it is a mirror, a pathway into
understanding the very heart of God.

Our faith, at its core, is about relationship. One of the striking themes of the Alpha course that is
running each Monday evening in the café here — is that it is an invitation to explore more about Jesus.
Not just as a historical figure or a moral teacher, but as a friend. As the Saviour. As God’s own Son. And
we do that by beginning to make friends with each other over food and listening to one another.

Today as we begin the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we give thanks for the friendships made
across denominations in this diocese, as for the last |5 years we have tried wherever possible to share
together in mission and ministry in our communities. VWe continue to pray that we might be one body in
the one spirit and our friendships deepen as we continue to find ways to introduce Jesus to others.

It seem:s fitting that the week of prayer for Christian Unity always falls in the season of Epiphany, as we
reflect each week on Jesus’ divinity being revealed which began with the light of a star guiding foreigners
to a child and will conclude with the light at Candlemas, or in some traditions the Sunday before Lent
begins with the story of the transfiguration. It is all about a gradual, glorious revelation. Who is this
Jesus?

Last week, we stood with Matthew at the Jordan River, watching Jesus go down into the waters of
baptism, hearing the voice from heaven: “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”
This week, we turn to John’s Gospel. John the evangelist gives us no direct picture of the baptism itself.
Instead, he gives us a testimony. He takes us to the banks of the Jordan - the next day. John the Baptist
sees Jesus coming toward him and does not say, “Behold the baptized one!” He says something that
would have alarmed his Jewish listeners. He says, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of
the world!”

The phrase that resounds with us who meet here day by day week by week as communion is shared.
Behold the lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world, used frequently in our liturgy.

“Lamb of God.” In that one phrase, John connects Jesus to the entire narrative of Passover and sacrifice.
He is pointing to Jesus as the one whose life will be given for the life of the world. This is a title of
profound theological weight, of cosmic significance. The Lamb of God comes to deal with the
fundamental barrier between humanity and God: sin.

But then, in our story, the very next day, something fascinating happens. John is standing with two of his
own disciples. Again, he sees Jesus walking by. And again, he points. He declares, “Behold, the Lamb of
God!” The two disciples hear this and—they begin to follow Jesus. Not as a crowd chasing a celebrity,
but tentatively, at a distance. Jesus turns, sees them following, and asks a question that is the first
recorded spoken words of his ministry in John’s Gospel: “What are you looking for?”



It’s a question for every human heart. What are you seeking? Salvation? Purpose? Peace? Truth?
Happiness? The followers reply, perhaps a bit awkwardly, “Rabbi, where are you staying?” They want to
know where he abides. Where he rests, where his life is centred. And Jesus gives the simplest, most
beautiful invitation: “Come and see.”

Do you see the amazing movement here? In the space of two days, Jesus is proclaimed as the “Lamb of
God” and then immediately extends the invitation of “Come and see” the intimate friend. The one who
takes away the sin of the world is the same one who invites you and me to spend the afternoon with
him. This is the heart of the revelation in our Epiphany season: the glory of God is revealed in the
approachable humanity of Jesus.

He is the Lamb who makes friendship with God possible. The one that removes the sin that separates
us is, in the same moment, the one who invites us nearer. He doesn’t say, “Stay back, for | am holy.” He
says, “Come. Come to where | live. And see.” The two disciples went, John tells us, and “remained with
him that day.” They spent time with him. They talked. They listened. They began the journey from
knowing *about* him to knowing *him*. And by the end of that day, one of them, Andrew, was so
convinced he had found the Messiah that he ran to find his brother Simon to tell him, “We have found
him!” Friendship with Jesus is something that we should want to share.

This is the double vision of Epiphany. We behold the Lamb of God, majestic and holy. And we hear the
Friend saying, “Come and see.” He is the trustworthy Saviour in who holds our eternal destiny, and he
is the trustworthy companion with whom we share the daily journey—our joys, our sorrows, our
anxieties.

So, what does it mean to “come and see” today? It means to accept the invitation to abide. To spend
time in his presence through prayer, not as a duty, but as a conversation with a friend.

To explore his life in the Scriptures, not as a textbook, but as the story of the one who knows you. It
means to bring your full, authentic self to him—the good, the bad, the confused—trusting that the Lamb
who has taken away your sin is the Friend who will never turn you away.

And as we “come and see,” as we remain with him, something begins to happen. We start to become
people who can point, like John the Baptist, and say to others, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” Our
testimony is not just, “Here is a system of belief,” but “| have met someone. Come and see.” We
become friends who introduce our friends to our Friend.

He is the Lamb of God, he is the Friend who stays. The mystery of Epiphany is that these are not two
different Jesuses. They are one and the same.

in a few moments we will be invited to come and gather round the table. However you are, wherever
you are whoever you are. You are invited to Come with your hand held out with your seeking heart.
Come And receive come and see. See the Lamb of God, who takes away your sin. See the Friend who
invites you to remain. And in that seeing, may we all find, and may we all share, the light of the world.

Amen.



