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The book of Genesis is, literally, the book of our beginnings. It is the Judeao-Christian account 

of our origin. It is not a scientific treatise: it is a poetic, almost liturgical, form of writing. 

Repeated phrases, almost call and answer phrases mark out its form: “And God said…”; “Let 
there be…”; “and there was…”; “And God saw that it was good”. It has been questioned by 

many, but as God said to Job in the first reading at Morning Prayer today, “Where were you 

when I laid the foundation of the earth?” (Job 38.4) 
 

As Augustine describes it, we begin with nothing: the earth is as “a formless void”. It is not an 

empty room waiting to be filled: there is no room, nothing at all. So, God creates form and 
fills it with fruitfulness. This is Augustine’s doctrine of creatio ex nihlo, creation out of nothing. 

In each act, God creates something with potential; something that makes space for something 

else to happen.  
 

The first form is the separation of darkness and light, different spaces with different potential. 

We then hear the final phrase that will become so familiar: “there was evening and there was 
morning, the first day”. A clock has been set ticking; a rhythm is now in progression.  

 

The second form is the separation of the waters above from the waters beneath. The Hebrew 
word for the thing that divides the waters (raqqia, translated here as dome), is also the word 

that is used in the flood narrative when God opens it to let the water in to flood the earth. 

 
The third form is the gathering of the waters into one place. This is a significant moment of 

potential: it makes space for dry land to appear and for there to be air for the living things 

that God has already imagined as breathing things.  Everything necessary for life is in place. 
This is the first moment that hear the phrase, “And God saw that it was good.” God’s creation 

as created by God is inherently good.  

 
So, God has created a form, and empty room if you like, and it is now time for that form to 

be filled.  

 
First, at God’s command, the earth itself brings forth plants with the ability to recreate 

themselves through their seed. “And God saw that it was good.” Again, the Maker’s approval 

is recorded, leaving us in no doubt that this is a world that God delights in.  
 

Second, the greater and lesser lights are set on their course, to light the earth, to separate 

day and night, and to mark out the passing of days, seasons, and years, and to be “for signs”. 
Now cultural rhythms have been put in place: but what are they for? 

 

Third, God creates living creatures, even the great sea monsters – once described by Harvard 
Professor Levenson as “God’s rubber duckies”! The creation of living creatures, nephesh in 

the Hebrew – literally, things that have a windpipe – is concluded by their being blessed to 

“be fruitful…multiply, and fill… the seas and… the earth”. This notes a step change: whereas 
previously, God has indicated his approval; now God gives his blessing to the living and 

breathing things. And so, a principle theme of the book of Genesis is established: the creator 

God is a god who blesses. 
 



The sixth day of God’s creating completes the filling of the form with all forms of living 
creatures that will be fruitful, multiply and fill the earth, including human beings who are given 

a very special task which we will come to in a moment. There is now a total contrast with 

that which was previously described as being formless and void: there is now a room, and 
that room is bursting with all forms of reproductive things that we go on reproducing. Gone 

is the tidiness of the formless and void earth: here is a creative, noisy and messy place, a place 

teeming with abundant life. God intensifies his approval for all of this: now, he says that it is 
“very good”.  

 

And finally, we reach the pinnacle of creation: the Sabbath. The work of creating the heavens, 
the earth and all their multitude is finished. God does more than naming its goodness or 

blessing it: instead, he hallows the seventh day, he makes it holy. The shalom of the Sabbath, 

its completeness and rest, is the pinnacle of creation. The Sabbath identifies the creation as a 
space that has a particular purpose, to be a place of the presence of God, a place of worship. 

Gone is the restlessness of the earth without form and void. Here is a creation that is a place 

filled with shalom, with the presence of God. Creation is a temple, a temple of worship of its 
creator. 

 

At the heart of any temple is what the Hebrew describes as a tselem – a little image, a little 
model, a miniature lookalike of the deity.  

 

Here in Carlisle Cathedral, that image of God, that tselem is shown in our Great East Window. 
The window itself is something of an echo of creation: in a space that was once formless and 

void, there is now the form of the framework into which the medieval and Victorian artists 

have placed the most wonderful, creative glass. In this assemblage, we see Jesus Christ, our 
Creator, our Redeemer and our Sustainer. As was heard at morning prayer, earlier today, 

“He  - Jesus – is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. (Colossians 1.15). 

The image of Jesus is in the window to lead us not to worship the window: instead, the image 
is there to lead us to worship Jesus.  

 

In the same way, at the heart of the vibrant temple of creation, God places humankind, you 
and me, to be his image, not to be worshipped in and of ourselves as we are often tempted 

to do – for that is idolatry, placing something good in the place of God – but to lead ourselves, 

each other, and the whole of creation to worship God. That, my brother and sisters, is why 
we are here. We are created to be God’s image.  

 

Yet, as we recognise each week, and as today’s epistle (which we did not read) sets out, God’s 
image in us has been disordered by sin on account of the fall and Jesus is the only true image 

of the invisible God. Our origin story tells us that we have been created out of love and for 

love: that is our possession, that we are created and loved by God. To be the image of God 
is our purpose and as disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to become more like him, to 

grow into an ever-increasing likeness of Christ.  

 
One of the wonderful things about this window, is that, in its depiction of the whole life of 

Christ,  from birth, growing up, and coming of age in the temple on the left, through ministry, 

miracles and passion on the right, and finally from crucifixion, resurrection and ascension in 
the middle, all of the joys and sorrows of our lives somehow can be seen in the image of God. 

In Jesus Christ, God has not created a picture-perfect image that is somehow unattainable for 

us to achieve. Instead, in Jesus Christ, God identifies with us in our suffering and in our 



rejoicing, and makes a way through baptism to become one with him that we might be 
redeemed and adopted as children of God. 

 

In conclusion: 

• Genesis 1 – God has created a good world to be the temple for his glory. He has 

placed humankind in it to be his image, to be his likeness. Although today’s collect 
encourages us to see with the eyes of faith God’s handiwork in one another and all of 

creation, our confession also affirms that the image of God is broken in every one of 

us. Without Christ, we do and cannot truly reflect the likeness of God on account of 
the disruption of sin.  

• Romans 8 – However, there is hope. God has redeemed the world in Jesus Christ and 

he, the true and faithful image of the invisible God, lives in us through baptism. The 

work of the Spirit in our lives is but the first fruits of all that God will do. 

• Matthew 6 – Jesus encourages us to take a wider perspective and not to worry about 

our life or tomorrow. Instead, we are called to be his image in creation. If we seek 

first the kingdom of God and his righteousness all these things will be added unto you.  

• Psalm 136 – Let us give thanks to the Lord who created, redeemed, and sustains us: 

for his mercy endures for ever.  
 

So, as those created and called to be God’s image in creation, and as we have sung this 

morning: 
 

Let all things their creator bless and worship him in humbleness. 

O praise him. Alleluia. 
 

 


