This Lent my colleagues and | want to explore the Values of the Cathedral. Many of you will have received a
copy of “Our Vision 2026-2030.” In it we shared the Mission, purpose, values, vision and aims as adopted by
the Cathedral Chapter on the 8"°f July 2025 and shared with the congregations and Cathedral communities on
Advent Sunday 2025, the day after the installation of Rob as Bishop of Carlisle. The chapter states:

“Our values are drawn from the original foundation of the Cathedral based on the Rule of St Augustine. His
words underpin our daily pattern of prayer and radiate out into all aspects of our life.”

Unity-we work togetherfor ashared purpose, caring for one another as members of
the Cathedral community with “one mind and heart on the way to God”.

Truth — we uphold honesty, integrity and humility for “the heart is illumined when it hears: God is truth”.

Love - we serve all with compassion, hospitality and kindness “to love God and our neighbour in all we do”.

Thus, over the next three weeks we will focus on each of these in turn. We will then have a pause of Mothering
Sunday before Passion Sunday when there will be a meditation combining meditations on the stations of the
cross as shown in the nation’s favourite window and Dupre’s Le Chermin de Croix and on Palm Sunday, John
Stainer’s The Crucifixion. (Details of these and other events and services in the “What’s On Spring 2026” guide.

In the Sound of Music, Sister Maria sings, “Let’s start at the very beginning.” “In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.”

Thus, our starting point needs to be one of the nature of existence. Fundamentally do we believe that everything
is created or is an accident? If it is an accident, a simple brute fact, then there is no purpose to life itself. In
many respects, to hold to an atheistic viewpoint is a greater act of faith and higher morality than not to do so.
William Paley, who is buried here, famously explored how the complex and functioning nature of the world is
evidence supporting not just a creator, but one who also continues to ensure its operation. However, finding
working fob watches on deserted islands is for another day.

If we therefore hold that God exists, what is God like? Augustine explores this thoroughly in his book on The
Trinity. He drew on the philosophical background that had shaped him. He reflects on beautiful interplays of a
threefold nature. One who loves, the beloved and the action of love. One who thinks, the actual thought and
the process of thinking. These he then explores in the context of Jesus calling God, Father, and the Spirit flowing
from the Father. It is the unity of God, along with the distinctiveness of each person that describes the God
who created the heavens and the earth.

So, at the heart of our definition of what life is about is the Unity of God. This is an essential starting point for
reflecting on unity and humanity as later in Genesis 1: 26-7 we hear:

“Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth,! and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’

27So God created humankind® in his image,
in the image of God he created them;!
male and female he created them.”

Thus, all humanity is created to reflect both distinctiveness and unity and is in an integrated relationship with
the world around it, to care in a similar pattern to the creator. Dominionship is delegated to humanity by the
Lord and thus is to be exercised according to his way, rather than the whims or vicissitudes of the world.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-27e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-27f

However, during Lent we are all too aware of how as human beings we have departed from this. Whilst we are
fundamentally created in the image and likeness of God, we also have from the start have obscured this image,
broken it and become disunited both from God and one another.

Discord, disunity, strife, enmity and other manifestations of sin are painfully visible throughout our history. We
cannot pretend that this is new, Abel’s blood shed by Cain and Cain’s banishment is as defining to human
nature as Adam, Eve and the eating of forbidden fruit.

For Christians, it is in Christ that we see once more the reuniting of the divine and human. The image and
likeness of God is not simply a copy in Christ, it is literally fleshed out, there is no disconnect, or separation.
This unity is then revealed to us from conception through birth, life, suffering at the hands of both the religious
establishment and occupying power. The worst that the world can offer is engaged with by God in Christ, a
demonstration of a total reconciliation which is shown by the new life, the new creation revealed at Easter.

This new unified identity is not simply a future hope, St Paul writes about how in baptism, we all become one
in Christ. Divisions cease to have any role or purpose,

“For in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 2 As many of you as were baptized into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ. 2 There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is
no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 2 And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.” Galatians 3:26-29

This is how we engage with unity through our understanding of God and Jesus. To do otherwise can be
dangerous.

| need to explore the dangers a little, in order that we keep our definitions as being of God, rather than our
seeking to define God by us.

The motto of the new South Africa is “!ke e: |xarra ||ke” (Tee ektarra klay) “Unity through diversity” It replaced
the previous motto of the Union and then Republic of South Africa Ex Unitate Vires (literally "from unity,
strength") initially however translated as Union is Strength. Arising as it did after the devastation of the Anglo-
Boer wars and the creation of a new political framework in 1910. Then later on the formation of the Republic
in 1960, “Unity is strength.” (It was also a recognition of the Transvaal republic’s motto.)

King George the sixth, during his visit to South Africa in 1947 was horrified by the behaviour of the South
African police (whom he named the Gestapo) enforcing segregation and preventing Black people from
approaching him, along with a request from the South African Government to refrain from shaking hands with
non-whites. He is quoted as saying, “Huh, not much bloody unitate about this place!” (Lacey, Robert

(2008). Monarch: The Life and Reign of Elizabeth Il. Simon and Schuster. p. 155. ISBN 1439108390.)

In even more graphic terms, the heraldic device used to show collective power by the community through
unity is that of a bound bundle of sticks, the fasci, from which the term Fascism is derived. A logical
conclusion of which is rightly repugnant.

So, when we speak of unity, we must do so in a way that is Godly and not of self-interest. As Paul writes in
Romans 12:4,5

“Fer a5 in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, ®so we, who are
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. “

And itis in this spirit that we as a Cathedral state
“We work together for a shared purpose, caring for one another as members of the Cathedral community with
“one mind and heart on the way to God.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians%203&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-29115k
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1439108390

The nature of Lent is to engage in self-examination and to recognise God’s call on our lives and those areas in
which we need his grace to enable us to become in Christ what he calls us to be. (This dynamic | explored at
the Ash Wednesday 12:30 Eucharist.)

As | quoted at the start of this reflection, we need to start at the very beginning. With our knowledge of God as
Trinity, three persons in Unity and our being made in his image. With our being incorporated into his son’s body,
the church and defined solely in relation to who God is. Any part of our individual or collective life that does not
live up to this, needs repentance and the earnest prayer for God’s grace to be poured out upon us and for us
to receive itto amend our lives and increase in virtue.

The next two values of Truth and Love will also flow from how we see God. All three Unity, Truth and Love should
also then enable others when they encounter us, to perceive God and thus together we can live out our vision
as a cathedral:

“Building on more than 900 years of prayer, worship and discipleship, to create a vibrant, sustainable future
for our community, buildings, heritage and music to enable everyone to take their next step with God.”



