Holy Week 2026 Carlisle Cathedral Michael Everitt

Palm Sunday 29" March 2026

Holy week involves many exciting names.

Today is Palm Sunday and then we will have: Fig Monday, Temple Tuesday, Spy Wednesday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and we pray we will come to Easter Day.

The plant Palm gains its name from its appearance being like the flat of the hand. And thus, as we
hold the palms aloft, we give a hand, even a thanksgiving “good handing” a eucharist, of Jesus. We
then hear of how the situation is manipulated, and Jesus is handed over to the authorities and in
turn whilst Pilate washes his hands of the situation, he hands Jesus over to be crucified.

We then see Jesus’ own hands bound and pierced by nails. Wounds that will next week speak of
authenticity and authority today are so fresh, they speak of love by him and hatred by others.

During the course of this week, we will experience Jesus’ hands overturning the tables in the
temple, ensuring that it is a place for all peoples. His hands swift to bless will heal. His
demonstration of service will involve his hands washing his disciples’ feet. They will then transform
the meal of freedom in the Passover into a new meaning as they break bread with new words
connected to that action.

These are the hands we have just heard nailed to the cross. As Graham Kendrick powerfully
expresses it

“Hands that flung stars into space, to cruel nails surrendered.

This is our God, the Servant King.” Graham Kendrick The Servant King 1983

| invite you this week to all that is offered here, at St Cuthbert’s, St Aidan’s and at churches
everywhere. | also invite you in your own homes to use your thumb on the other hand and put
pressure on the centre of your palms and think of the nails piercing Christ’s hands.

Then like Teresa of Avila we realise:

Christ has no body but yours,

No hands, no feet on earth but yours,

Yours are the eyes with which he looks
Compassion on this world,

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world.
Yours are the hands, yours are the feet,

Yours are the eyes, you are his body.

Christ has no body now but yours,

No hands, no feet on earth but yours,

Yours are the eyes with which he looks
compassion on this world.

Christ has no body now on earth but yours.

To fully understand who that Christ is, and what Easter will bring, we must first journey through this
Holy Week, to the Cross and the tomb. And hand ourselves into God’s mercy. Amen
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Monday in Holy Week 30" March 2026

At the beginning of Lent, we were reminded of the three temptations that Jesus underwent after he
had spent forty days in the wilderness. In St Matthew’s Gospel these are namely: To turn stones into
bread, to jump from the Temple pinnacle, to gain worldly power by worshipping the tempter.
Matthew 4:1-11

| want in these first three days of Holy Week to revisit the three dynamics of the physical, the
religious and the worldly. Whilst different traditions in terms of the readings through this week it fits
one such pattern of the cursing of the fig tree, the cleansing of the temple and Judas going to the
authorities to betray Christ.

All three; physical, religious, and worldly will be engaged with on the Cross. When Christ is offered
sour wine and cries out “l Thirst.” When he is taunted about his statements regarding the temple,
and even by one of the bandits “If thou are the Christ, save yourself and us” And the sign above his
head stating, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.”

All these tie into the Great Commandment,

“a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the
greatest?" He said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind.' This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it:
‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself” On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets.”” Matthew22:35-40

The second commandment “You shall love your neighbour as yourself” will be explored on Good
Friday as we see Jesus living out “Greater love hath no one than to lay down their life for their
friends” John 15:13

The Great Commandment comes from the Shema Deuteronomy 6:4, the defining statement “Hear
O Israel, the Lord our God is one God” to be placed at the entrances to homes. In Matthew’s gospel
itis distilled to “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind.” Matthew 22:37 The physical, the spiritual and the worldly.

Physicality is at the heart of the Christian understanding of the world. In Christ we see the perfect
union between the divine and the human, thus when we speak of God, we do so in response to God
being fleshed out in our midst in the person of Jesus. “Give us this day our daily bread” standing in
the middle of the prayer that he gave to his disciples.

Physicality is also central to the events of this week. Bread on Maundy Thursday, Thorns, nails and
wood on Good Friday, a stone tomb, and fragrant spices. Jesus’ death is tangible and substantial.

As St Paul reflected on him to the Phillipians

“who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited,” but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,®he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.” Philippians 2:6-8
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The temptation of turning stones into bread, of avoiding discomfort forimmediate relief was one
that Christ faces once again this week when in Gethsemane he prays.
“Father take this cup from me, but not my will but yours.” Luke 22:42.

The reality of physical suffering is not avoided by Christ. The recognition of its power is real and in
Christ we see God engaging with it without pretending it is not painful and difficult. The unity of God
being extended into a unity with those who suffer. “Immanuel God with us” Matthew 1:23 being
demonstrated for us once again in our most vulnerable of situations and needs.

We see God in Christ, in the reality of physical suffering, not as a perpetrator but as a victim. Thus,
the question of “Where is God?” Is given a harsh answer that avoids excuses or offers pretense. It
makes the events of this week even more stark, the giver of the water of life cries | thirst: the healer
is maimed, the life giver is killed. In seeing into the loving and creative nature of God, we see all too
painfully the hateful and destructive side of humanity. And crucially, God is shown to be on the side
of love and life.

Tuesday in Holy Week 31t March 2026

Temple Tuesday
The second temptation of Christ in Matthew’s Gospelis thus.

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the
temple, ésaying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,

“He will command his angels concerning you,”
and “On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”” Matthew 4:4-6

The Temple was central to Jesus’ life from his infancy through to his death. We see him
presented in it, teaching as a boy within it, and of course as an adult regularly engaging with
people within its precincts.

After the entry into Jerusalem on a donkey

2 And Jesus entered the temple!® and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and
he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who

sold pigeons. ¥ He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’
but you make it a den of robbers.” Matthew 21:12,13


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2021&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23836b
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The cleansing of the temple is a significant event; in John’s Gospel we learn of it at the
beginning of his ministry. The other three have it within the lead up to his arrest, hence
Temple Tuesday. (Or in some traditions Temple Monday.)

The part of the temple that Jesus cleared was the court of the Gentiles. The Temple being a
place not only for God and his chosen people but also for all nations. It was never meant
just for one people, all nations looked towards it and were to be called to the temple of the
Lord and the Hill of the most high God. After all God had made all the heavens and earth
and all that was within them and is the One True God.

At the time of great festivals, such as the Passover, so many came to offer worship and
sacrifice that space was limited. This was compounded by a desire to ensure that items
that were tainted by the roman empire, including coins, did not enter the courts of the
righteous. Thus, the Court of the Gentiles, rather than being a place where all nations could
gather to be in the vicinity of God, the court became the market place to enable Jewish
pilgrims to purchase with the coins of the empire items for sacrifice, whether “Temple
Coins” or birds or animals. This was an innovation believed to have been instituted by
Caiaphas to cope with the numbers. (More than two and a half million pilgrims, according
to Josephus in 66 AD.)

This is the area that Jesus purges. He seeks to return the temple to being a place for the
whole world and not the commodity or possession of a few.

Itis very easy to become possessive over religious things, especially for those charged with
the custodianship of them. Many cathedrals in this country, including Canterbury, York,
and St Paul’s charge an admission fee. The challenges of heritage are great, the Temple in
Jesus’ day had only just been rebuilt and had taken a significant period (forty-six years). Not
just building, traditions, teachings and tenets of faith can feel under pressure from external
forces. That which defines a community can often be done in opposition to those outside
of the community. In seeking an identity with God, we can often define an identity against
others.

The Christian faith however is one rooted in God as revealed to us through Jesus Christ and
in the Holy Spirit. This is a unity of community which shapes how we view the world and
being human. In Christ there is no division.

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28.
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Hence no exclusion in the Temple of God excluding the Gentiles from being able to be
present for the ease of one group.

This unity of God for Jesus meant that the taunts of those who surrounded him on the
cross, “If thou art the Christ, save yourself and us” were a temptation to fracture the very
nature of God. For the Son to go against the will of the father, it would have been a fall
greater than that of Lucifer or Adam.

Instead, and thankfully Jesus reveals to us the supreme self-giving love of God, committed
even to death. And at his death the temple is transformed.

Jesus’ purging of the temple to ensure that the Gentiles could be included into the activity
of the temple is augmented as on his death, the curtain in the temple is torn in two from top
to bottom. The Curtain ensured that the sanctuary of the Holy of Holies was at the heart of
the temple. Its being torn (and the word used only features one other time in the gospels,
when the sky opens at Jesus’ baptism.) Its being torn shows that the division between the
divine and the mundane, the sacred and the secular, the realms of God and Humanity, the
division is now gone. Jesus demonstrates how he is the New Temple. A New Temple where
all of humanity meets God, and where he is both priest and offering. A new defining unity
for all who come to him.

Wednesday in Holy Week 1°* April 2026

Spy Wednesday is often when we recall Judas Iscariot going to the high priests to betray Jesus to
them. He receives thirty pieces of silver and arranges a sign of him kissing Jesus when Jesus has
gone on the Mount of Olives near the olive press after Passover.

Following the pattern of the previous two days, tonight | want to reflect on the third temptation of
Jesus from Matthew’s gospel and how it relates both to the theme of Spy Wednesday and of the
Cross. This | identified as being the issue of Worldly power.

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
and their splendour; ®and he said to him, ‘All these | will give you, if you will fall down and worship
me.’ Matthew 4:8,9

Whilst much is made of Judas Isacariot, what we know of him is that Jesus must have deeply
trusted him. We know this as in John’s Gospel we are told Judas held the common purse for the
disciples, and in any group, the treasurer is the one who literally holds the purse strings. Thus,
Judas betraying Jesus, along with Peter denying Jesus is a crisis within the leadership structure of
the disciples.

Judas’ attempt to return the thirty pieces of silver might indicate that his motivation was not simply
financial. The gospels explore spiritual explanations of why he acted as he did. More recently
dramatists have also explored whether Judas was trying to force Jesus’ hand, perhaps along the
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lines of a rebellion. Some that Judas was disappointed with the direction of play. He is the tragic
figure in the drama of this week.

The trial of Jesus demonstrate that worldly power was an issue. Legal arguments as to who could
enact a death penalty, questions of allegiance to either religious or state authorities being raised

and of course the ridiculing of Jesus with a crown of thorns, a fancy robe. And then the statement
“Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews.”

Judas Iscariot and Pontius Pilate are both shown to be people who agonised over their actions.
Annas and Caiphas have no such internal conflict. For them it is clear, Jesus is causing difficulties
and needs stopping. They have tried to belittle him and failed; indeed, each confrontation has
added credibility to Jesus and his teaching. They are now looking to claim criminal intent by Jesus
both to the physical structure of the temple and the governance of Jerusalem by the Roman Empire.
Their motivation seems to be the preservation of the status quo.

Judas’ motivation is as | have shared more complex, although the conclusion of his actions is
simple. By his information and signal Jesus is arrested and the rest is a formality. Judas realising
that he has been played along with remorse and perhaps a realisation of the nature of Jesus and of
those against him, is in such despair that he cannot see a way of remaining alive.

Pontius Pilate is shown in the gospels to be one attempting to follow due process and to properly try
the case, his wife, informed by a dream gives counsel, and yet in the end he washes his hands of
responsibility and hands Jesus over to be crucified.

(On Palm Sunday | explored a little the dynamic of hands within the passion.)

If Judas, Caiphas and Pilate are three examples of how people engage with power and influence,
what of Jesus?

We return to that third temptation, is ultimate power in the gift of the adversary or of God?

The source of being and of life is for Christians God alone. Thus “all things come from God,” (I
Chronicles 29:14) thus the offer from the devil is a false one. The great deceiver is, true to form,
telling an untruth. They are not in his gift. So, to “fall down and worship him” is pointless on so many
fronts. Not only is it to give allegiance in the wrong direction it is to no avail as the promise is a false
one.

Jesus confronts the issue of power and truth in his dialogue with Pilate.

36 Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my
followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom
is not from here.’ ¥ Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that | am a king.
For this | was born, and for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs
to the truth listens to my voice.” *® Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’ John 18:36-38

Jesus demonstrates that what in the world masquerades as strength is illusion. True power is
shown by the son and father through the spirit being as one, a power that will be fully demonstrated
at Easter with New and Everlasting Life. It is a different paradigm, framework and context and one
that demonstrates in the words of John Ellerton that Jesus authority is in a different realm.
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“So beit, Lord; Thy throne shall never,

like earth's proud empires, pass away.

Thy kingdom stands, and grows forever,

till all Thy creatures own Thy sway” John Ellerton The Day Thou Gavest 1870

As for truth, that can only ever be found in God and that which is connected to God. Thus, we see
truth demonstrated on the cross proven even at the extremity of a sense of forsakenness. Jesus
does not give way to the temptation to see power and authority in the ways of the world. He does
not betray his calling, seek justification for his own benefit or wash his hands of his authority. Al
ways of the world shown by Judas, Caiphas and Pilate. But by obedience, even to death on the
cross, he shows his kingdom is not of this world, and shows what is true.

Maundy Thursday 2™ April 2026

Through the earlier parts of this week, | have utilised one set of the traditional names for the days of
this week. Palm Sunday, Fig Monday, Temple Tuesday, Spy Wednesday. On Palm Sunday | explored
the use of hands within the passion. The next three days gave a framework to explore the Great
Commandment of Christ “To love God with all your heart, soul and mind” and how the temptations
at the start of Jesus’ ministry involving stones to bread, falling from the temple and gaining the
kingdoms of the world through false worship are all revisited both in the course of this monumental
week and on the cross.

Tonight, we find ourselves at Maundy Thursday, whose name reminds us of the new commandment
that Jesus gives to us, namely that we “love one another as | have loved you.”

This ties into the second commandment Jesus quoted when asked what is the greatest
commandment, “And the second is namely this that you love your neighbour as yourself.”

To be commanded to love is to recognise that it is not easy. All too often the dynamics that are given
the name love speak more of other less healthy interactions, “self-interest, lust, power” being
examples. Much has been explored about the distinctive nature of agape and its distinct
characteristics from philial or erotic love. This does not avoid the awareness of human nature that
we need to be commanded to show the gracious and self-giving love of God to each other as
demonstrated by Christ, rather than simply invited or encouraged to do so.

What we are commanded to do is to follow Jesus’ example. Over the course of the next few hours,
we are going to see the cost of this love. It begins with service and humility.

In a world where dynamics of power and prestige are painfully demonstrated, to see God in Jesus
kneeling at his disciples’ feet and washing them is a stark contrast. The washing of a guest’s feet
was done or caused to be done by a host. Thus, for Jesus himself to do it he shows that he is both
the host and the servant.

So, a first consequence for those who are being commanded to do likewise is for us to realise the
high commission we have received from Christ and then to use it in service of others. We are not to
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abdicate from what he has given us, nor are we to ignore or fail to live up to what being true friends,
disciples and in Paul’s words adopted brothers and sisters of him means.

The fleshed-out example of what the love we are called to live out is then further revealed as we

journey through this night and into tomorrow. It is a love of total commitment, which does not give
into the strong temptations of seeking to avoid the physical discomfort, or the spiritual disquiet of
taunts by others, or a sense of abandonment or of being seduced as to where true power resides.

Sadly, it has to be commanded as human nature from the outset seeks for itself rather than for
others. The consumption of the fruit in the garden of Eden whilst gaining knowledge of Good and
Evil also showed that from our origin Human beings with their free will choose that which has
consequences. Adam had been told that eating of the fruit would lead to death. There is so much
that needs exploring in the creation account of the garden of Eden, but this week the gardens in
which we will travel are gethsemane and the one of the tomb. The Tree that we will visit is the Tree of
the Cross, which Paul and others then view as being the new Tree of Life.

The initial disobedience of humanity demonstrates why to love one another needs to be a
demonstrated commandment. (And even then, humanity struggles to live it out!)

Washing of the feet of the disciples is not the completion of this demonstration. The following
twenty four hours has Jesus undergoing dreadful encounters with a whole range of society, from
bandits crucified with him, through the aggression of the mob, physical suffering, the sorrow of
loved ones, the abandonment by friends, the ridicule and abuse by many, lies and false
accusations even in a court of law, rejection by the faith in which he has been raised, state
oppression, isolation when pleading for support, public humiliation, betrayal by a trusted
companion and for what reason? For commanding us to love.

The worst set of human experiences are integral to this time and all of them are experienced by
Jesus, the one who is the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.

When people quote Paul to the Thessalonians the “One who calls you is Faithful and he will do it” 1
Thessalonians 5:24 they often do so to give comfort and encouragement to trust God. Here we see
what one who calls us is faithful really means and how God will do it. Jesus does not abdicate or
abscond from his faithfulness but shows that love is self-giving even through suffering and even to
the point of death.

This is the love to which we are called to live out. A love of total commitment despite the reception
that we are receiving. This is hard, this is challenging, this is impossible without the grace and spirit
of God. No wonder we see the disciples responding with confusion, the use of a sword, in chaos
fleeing, losing confidence when interrogated, denying both their connection to Jesus and who they
feel that he is. And yet still he loves them.

It is this commandment that will enable Jesus’ disciples to be recognised.
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35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. John 13:35

Thus, the external sign of being a disciple of Jesus is not a physical change, or marker but how we
engage and respond to each other. We cannot claim ignorance as to what Jesus means by love.
Throughout his ministry and especially in the coming hours he will embody that even to the point of
death itself. We cannot claim that it is a culturally or historically defined moment as love as defined
in the person of Jesus is both eternal and divine and thus freed from culture nuance or the
constraints of time. We cannot claim it does apply to us, if we are wanting to be disciples of Jesus, it
is the new commandment that he, and the one by which all will know how we relate to him.

We also need to take care if we naively say yes to this commission. Peter’s enthusiasm got the
better of him, and Jesus knowing his impetuous nature pointed out to him that sadly by the hint of
dawn, the third crow of the cockerel Peter will deny his connection to Jesus three times. | know that
| cannot think of myself as better than Peter, | would proffer the view that none of us here are.

Thus, we return to the context of it being Maundy Thursday, the night of a new commandment.
Normally | have concentrated on the Eucharistic or Liberational dynamic of tonight. However having
spent three days looking at the Great commandment as given by Christ and how it related both to
this week and the three temptations in the wilderness, it has felt right to explore the second
commandment, especially as Jesus reiterates it as he gives it afresh as a new and defining
commandment.

May we have the grace to hear it, and respond to it, to recognise what Jesus meant by it, especially
in the course of tonight and tomorrow. Amen

Good Friday A Meditation on the Seven Last Words from the Cross 3" April 2026

One of the principles of modern life is that, if possible, one should avoid talking about people,
rather allow people to speak for themselves. This week | have spoken quite a bit about Jesus. | have
reflected on his temptations and the events of this week, along with how they were then revealed
on the cross. | shared how | saw Jesus living out his reply to the lawyer.

3% Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ ¥ He said to him, “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” ¥This is the
greatest and first commandment. 3* And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as
yourself.” 4°On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. Matthew 22: 36-40

His embodying these in his life, his response to temptations of a physical, spiritual, or worldly kind
and the new commandment that he gave to his disciples “To love one another as | have loved you.”

Today | want to focus on his own words spoken from the cross. These Seven Words are not the last
utterances from Jesus. There will be further words given once he is resurrected, and whilst we
gather in sorrow and in anticipation of grief, we do so with the knowledge that Easter will come. For
now, however, in his earthly life, these are his Seven Last Words.

Father forgive them for they know not what they do. Luke 23:34
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It was a few years ago that | realised that | had misheard this word. | had even preached based on
my failure to listen accurately. | am not going to repeat my mistake, rather explore what Jesus
actually said, and what it might mean for us.

Forgiveness is at the heart of the Christian faith, navigating how to live lives true to the Lord’s Prayer
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” | have had the privilege of
ministering with people who have had to grapple fully with what forgiveness means. It does not
mean forget. When the prodigal son returns having spent his share of the inheritance the older
faithful son is told that all the father has is his. The prodigal son’s return does not mean a forgetting
of circumstances.

My inaccurate hearing had meant that | had not realised that Jesus does not say “l forgive them.” It
is an intercession or request to the father to forgive. This gained greater meaning for me when
encountering a mother whose daughter had been killed. The mother did not feel able to forgive on
behalf of her daughter, as it was her daughter that had had the wrong done to her. Similarly, if one
holds to a transactional view of forgiveness, where repentance by the other party is required before
forgiveness can be received then the ignorance of those crucifying Jesus as to their actions results
in it being something beyond the immediate context.

The invitation for us is to join in Jesus’ prayer “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”
This can be for those whom we struggle ourselves to forgive, it can be for those who actions we find
abhorrent, but as they do not directly affect us, we feel we do not have the moral authority to
forgive, even though we desire deeply a repentance and reconciliation.

Itis also for us to be agents of a new way of living, shaped by reconciliation which as with the
charred beams turned into a cross in the ruins of Coventry Cathedral speak more powerfully than
the destructive bombs which caused them to be erected and engraved with the words “Father
Forgive.”

Truly today you will be with me in Paradise

Thankfully, God is not fair. Well at least not fair as humans often express it. The parable of the
workers in the vineyard is a good example. Matthew 20:1-16. At the start of the day workers are
employed at an agreed day'’s rate. The hiring continues throughout the day. At the end of the day
those who came last are paid the full day’s rate. The ones who had been there all day become
excited at the prospect of a bonus. They too receive a full day’s rate. They cry:

“These who were hired last worked only one hour, they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.” Matt 20:12

To which the reply was quite blunt.

‘l am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and
go. | want to give the one who was hired last the same as | gave you. *Don’t | have the right to do
what | want with my own money? Or are you envious because | am generous?’

184S0 the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

The bandit executed with Jesus is given the gift of paradise out of the generosity and grace of God. It
is never too late to realise who Jesus is, and what he can give. That this is perceived as not fair on
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those who have laboured all day in the vineyard, is false. A train leaves the railway station with
passengers who have sat for hours in a waiting room, and those who have dashed onto the
platform and have dived in through a closing door.

Here on the cross in extreme circumstances is a demonstration of God’s desire for all to realise
what as always been our calling, to be with him and in doing so to be fulfilled.

All of us need to realise that this is a gift, not a deserved right, and one that if we have the heart of
the one crucified, includes those alongside of us now, regardless of their history. This is not an easy
or comfortable truth if we view it in worldly terms, it exposes a selfishness within us. We want such
dispensation, but begrudge it to others, and then try and justify ourselves.

The bandit had realised that the fate he was suffering fitted the life he had led. He also saw who
Jesus was with a clarity only possible from sharing fully, in his case literally in his Passion. Rather
than focusing on the equity of the situation, we need to emulate the bandit’s realisation of the
nature of Christ given to him on his cross. Then we too can hear the same line, “Today you will be
with me in paradise.”

Woman, here is your son.

The tenderness despite the horror of the situation between Jesus, his mother and the beloved
disciple is beautiful. It highlights a physical reality of crucifixion. The victim is not placed at a height
above the ground. They are fairly low down to enable their suffering to be experienced at close
proximity, and for that suffering to be added to by direct ridicule by those who pass by.

Mary and John do not pass by, they stand alongside. The beloved disciple is traditionally shown as
a younger figure. The rationale being that following Jesus’ arrest as Peter last night found the adult
disciples are being searched for, at the least by the crowd and are in peril. Aboy or young adultis in
a different category as are the women.

However, this is not a comfortable place. Jesus’ mother is unable to give any assistance to her son.
The one who has been with him, from the message of Gabriel, given birth at Bethlehem, protected
him in exile in Egypt and journeyed down from the north of Nazareth now sees him being killed. Her
husband Joseph is no longer referred to, and we presume he has died. The prospect for a widow,
now bereaved of her son, is bleak.

Thus, to see an intergenerational commission for mutual care is one not just for the specific
couple, but for us all. God in Christ sees our circumstances, our backgrounds, our what the world
would call fates and intervenes. We are not simply titles. Jesus’ mother and Jesus’ beloved disciple
are given a new relationship namely of being related to each other. The newly adopted relationship
of “John’s mother, Mary’s beloved child”

Jesus’ gift to all who come as stand alongside him is to hear a new calling, a new relationship given
to those who are around us. We are no longer strangers and aliens, in Christ we are newly defined
not only in terms of God, in terms of each other.
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These first three words, Father forgive, today you will be with me in Paradise and Woman behold
your son are a continuation of the gracious generosity shown by Christ. The firstis for a whole
realm of people, the second is a personal assurance and the third is a care and provision for a new
community.

They are all inclusive the ignorant “they know what they do,” the penitent (the condemned bandit),
those close (mother and beloved disciple.) Which do we identify with, which word do we need to
hear?

Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” It is the starkest of words from the Cross. Itis a
quote from Psalm twenty-two. (Part of the role of music and poetry is to give us phrases that can be
held in our minds and retrieved at certain times. Terry Waite utilised his having memorized the
collects to give his day’s of being held hostage a rhythm.) However, whether a quote or not, itis a
cry of despair.

To share a little of myself, this along with the despair of Christ in Gethsemane is a defining reason
for holding onto my faith. Here we see God fully knowing the most wretched human experience,
namely wondering where God is in our situation. That it is uttered with a loud voice empasises that
this is no intellectual experiment but a lived experience.

The fact that itis included in the Passions is a mark of authenticity. (As with the disciples’
behaviours.) That the cry is met not with comfort but confusion, some rushing to give sour wine,
others wondering what the next spectacle might be. This all rings true, painfully true. Not justin
terms of what happened to Jesus, but also what is experienced by all human beings. We cry out
forsaken, and no one seems to know what to do.

The rawness of it being said in his mother tongue | will return to in the last reflection. Here | want to
stay with God’s identification with God’s creation being so total, within the mystery of God the
experience of what if God is not there is owned and articulated.

The then Queen mirrored such a dynamic when Buckingham Palace was bombed during the blitz
when she observed she now could look people in the East End in the eye with authenticity.

There is no easy answer to this cry. The easy answers miss the mark, sour wine, or awaiting an
event. We need to allow others and ourselves to have this honesty. It is part of the pattern setting
by Christ.

| Thirst

The nation’s favourite stained-glass window not only wins affection from across the world it also
contains within it deep theology which | will explore more in the Liturgy of today. Charles
Nicholson’s Baldacchino added in 1934 creates a frame to the window that ensures that the Cross
of Jesus acts as a reredos to the high altar. The image of Jesus on the cross surrounded on the one
side by his mother with the beloved disciple and the named women, and on the other a mixture of
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male figures taunting Jesus, and beneath the cross the soldier dividing their spoils of Jesus’
clothes.

The spear has yet to be inserted into the side of Jesus, so we are caught within the movement of
this day. The absence of the spear mark means that the medieval device of the water and wine
flowing from Jesus’ side is not depicted.

To the right-hand side as we look at it, of this central image is the marriage at Cana. Here a servant
pour out liquid. This is shown initially to be clear and then becomes blood red, its angle of flow
being identical to that which could have come from a pierced figure on the cross.

Jesus the living water, the one who turns water into wine, the one who gave new meaning to the cup
of wine cries from the cross, “l thirst.” A fundamental need of life is water and to be denied it leads
to death. The language associated with this need is used for other critical yearnings. A thirst for
justice, A thirst for truth, A thirst for....

If Jesus cries out for these things, does his body the church? Do we? And when we hear such a cry,
what is our response?

The one who ensured that the water was turned into the best wine the steward had ever tasted is
offered vinegar, not in a glass but on a sponge. Is our response to the thirst of God and the suffering
shared by God that which Jesus showed in the crisis of the wedding feast, namely the best or that
offered by the world to Christ, the sour, baked bitterness of vinegar.

Itis finished.

St John’s gospel begins with a meditation on the word. The word is that which is with God, is indeed
God and through which all is created. It is the articulation, the meaning, and the creative activity of
God and “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”

This word in Christ in Bethlehem is then shown in total vulnerability in an infant, one unable to
speak. His limbs are bound in swaddling bands; thus, he is unable to act. This word in Christ on the
cross says, “ltis Finished” and is about to be silent. His limbs nailed to the cross unable to move.

The arc of Jesus’ life from the cradle to the cross begins and ends in inarticulacy and immobility,
the incarnate and creative word, is silent and still. Yet at these two extremes of human condition,
birth, and death, we most vividly see what God in Jesus gives to us. The eternal is clearest at the
beginning and end of the temporal. The power of God with us most evident, when the human
activity in Christ is either beginning or ending.

Theologians will reflect that the cry of “Itis finished” is not a cry of failure but of triumph. That all
that Jesus was about has been fulfilled.

Here on the cross God has shown identification both with the children of Israel as he dies (in John’s
chronology) at the moment the Passover lambs are sacrificed. Their blood at the first Passover
enabled the children of Israel to begin their long exodus to freedom. It safeguarded the inhabitants
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of the home as the angel of death passed over any house with it on. God also identifies with the
Egyptians whose first born die at that same time. God is not for one group over another, but for the
entire world, even enemies and chosen alike.

All of humanity is united into God’s scheme. The writer to the Hebrews develops this further to give
language of identification with other sacrifices to make good the relationship between God and
humanity. The only effective sacrifice for sin, being that offered by God of God to God.

“Itis finished.” Ensures that for humanity new life can begin. A new identity can be given. The word
is at its most creative in silence.

Father, into your hands | commend my spirit.

There can be a stillness in death. A peace that comes after the agony that precedes it. | have had
the privilege of being with many people as they complete their journey through this world. It often
comes with a sense of completion, of “Going home.”

For Christin this moment, we are privileged to hear a divine conversation. The intimacy of the Son
to the Father and the essential part of the role of the Spirit is beautifully poighant, personal, and
perfect.

To comment too much on it would be to risk intruding into the power of the pause, of over
explaining. We simply need to stop and allow it to speak to us, and to hear what that spirit given up
by Christ then says to us and those around us.

Joseph of Arimathea finds the courage to offer a tomb, Pilate finds the means to allow the body to
be given a burial, the women ensure that all is properly done in the time available, noting where to
return when permitted.

Here is a glimpse into the nature of God and how all are then invited to respond in their own lives as
appropriate.

Good Friday Liturgy 3" April 2026

Through this week | have explored the names of the days. The regular question is why is today called
Good? The formal answer is that this is a development of its original name which was God’s Friday.
People have then developed theology to fit how, through God’s self-giving act of the death of Jesus
humanity is given something that is indeed good.

The East window here in the lower panels by John Harman Powell depicts details of Jesus’ life.
These begin with the Annunciation to Mary and Joseph being comforted by an angel that all will be
fine, through his birth, the magi and flight into Egypt and into the family workshop of Nazareth. This
is the left-hand panel of a triptych-like arrangement of three rows in each panel.

The central panel has at its base the crucifixion scene with sorrowful women and the beloved
disciple on one side and taunting men on the other. Above it we then have the resurrection and
ascension of Christ. (Those must wait for another day.)
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The right-hand panel has at its base the marriage at Cana and a scene of Mary waiting outside for
Jesus. (I have explored the role of the former image when we spent time on Jesus’s words “l Thirst.”
At the top of this side panelis the depiction of the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost upon the
disciples with Mary. It is the middle part of the right-hand side and of course the now framed image
of the crucifixion that | want to spend some time with this afternoon.

It is quite a radical window for its time. The additions beneath the medieval doom at the top of the
window were placed her in Francis Close’s time as dean in memory of Bishop Percy. Francis Close
had clear views, especially on the Oxford Movement, as well as railways. He was not
complimentary on either. Thus, it is with surprise that within the scene of Jesus meeting the women
of Jerusalem we see Veronica with her veil.

Within Catholic tradition and the stations of the cross Veronica wipes the face of Jesus. Itis an act
of compassion and care that is beautiful, even if it does not feature in scripture. Next to this scene
with have Simon of Syrene assisting Christ to carry the cross. (As many of you know Hardman
shows the cross as green as it is the New Tree of Life for all believers.) The final scene again
unusually is of the bandits. They are not shown on crosses beside Christ, rather the reason for their
crucifixion is shown in their violence.

Thus, a comparison is automatically placed before us of the humanity’s deserving of punishment
as distinct to Jesus who enables the best wine to flow at a celebration of Marriage.

Another unusual scene to be included into an East window is following Jesus’ death, Joseph of
Arimathea pleading with Pilate for Jesus’ body. Then in the middle of this panel the deposition of
Christ, his being taken down from the cross, and either side the women embalming the body and on
the other Jesus being placed in the tomb.

If you remember nothing of my words but the encouragement to fully read this window, these words
have meaning.

Our window shows today in a whole salvation framework, from Jesus’ annunciation through his life,
death, entombment, resurrection, ascension, gift of the spirit and last judgement.

Jesus is shown to us both in utero, and in the tomb. He is shown as the life giver and teacher in word
and the life giver and teacher in action when pierced upon the tree. He is shown to be fully
immersed into life and also into an eternal framework.

In the top left-hand side is another surprise, it is the destruction of the idols in Hermopolis, what is
now Cairo when Jesus was taken into Egypt by Mary. This is a tradition outside of scripture, hence
my surprise. Their deposition is violent and chaotic, contrasted with the care shown of Jesus being
gently harnessed down from the cross. Their end is fragmentary, Jesus, the one through whom all
life, and eternal life is given, is raised up and glorified.

And then at the base, the means for us to fully understand and realise all that God in Jesus gives us
is the crucifixion, now framed by Nicholson’s 1930’s baldacchino.

My simple challenge to us all, including me is my life framed around Jesus’ death on the Cross? If it
is, am | on the side of the sorrowful women and beloved disciple or am | an operative looking how to
survive daily life, like the soldiers. Or even am | one who joins the crowd in baying for his blood as
his message is too challenging for me and my lifestyle?
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Do I then see Jesus in the totality of life, including death and beyond and have | ensured that other
destructive actions whether of banditry or terror (the slaughter of the innocents is there in the top

left-hand corner) are renounced. For another day | will revisit the role of sleeping figures within the
window. For now, let us keep our eyes on the route to the cross and the cost of it to Christ.

The window demonstrates this cost both on the cross itself and its aftermath. Are we ones who
respond in tenderness and sorrow? Are we ones receptive to what it will give to us?

Of course itis easy to pass by, to forget or ignore what is plainly depicted before our eyes. But that
would be no Good and today is Good Friday, when God intervenes totally for our Good. Amen

Easter Day Evensong 5" April 2026

Bede, a hero of mine, whose shrine | prayed at or near every day for six years wrote powerfully about
why Easter is when it is. Easter is set by the Passover, when the Children of Israel escaped from
Egypt and began their exodus. This we are told was at the first Full Moon of Spring. The first full
moon after the Spring Equinox, the day when the earth has twelve hours of daylight and twelve
hours of nighttime.

For materially minded people like me, the use of a Full Moon at springtime was sensible, it ensured
that untrod paths could be seen by night and tides would be at their extremes to enable terrain to
be more easily traversed. It also would mean that journeying into unchartered and uncultivated
land there would be vegetation and animals to forage upon. All this might well be true. It then
places when Jesus was crucified, as we know that was at the Passover and as | shared on Good
Friday, we then see Jesus identified both with the sacrificial lambs, whose blood ensured both the
safety of the children of Israel and also their release from slavery into the Exodus and journey to the
promised land. Jesus is also identified with the first born of Egypt who are killed, the son of God is
killed, thus showing that the God whom Jesus revealed to us as Father is the God of the whole
world, “Jew and Gentile, slave and free, male and female.”

Bede, however, points us beyond the material. He argued that it also had to be at this first Full Moon
after the Spring Equinox as it was the perfect day. A day where there is no darkness in equal order,
twelve hours of full moonlight by night and twelve hours of full sunshine by day. In the new creation
of the resurrection, in Christ our Morning Star, there is no darkness only light.

And this is True.

This is true even when as with last night the storm rages around us and the Easter Fire spits it
flames afar, with people sheltering within a cathedral.

| then reflected upon both this Holy Week and every Holy Week that | can recall in my ministry. The
incidents of the Gospel through which we have journeyed are not simply those of figures of the
past, they are part of our own testimonies. This morning as | prayed about what Easter brings the
phrase “And this is True” became a litany response.

We have met with family, friends, and strangers at a time of religious and social activity, and in
doing so many preparations have been needed. (Maybe not procuring donkeys or booking upper
rooms, but still many lists and arrangements.) And through all that business and familiar, the
newness of Easter Joy rings out. And This is True.
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Sadly, betrayal by people of others is part of life, for whatever reason. Not always with the painful
depths of Judas, but still with the sense of anguish and hurt that those close to us should let us
down. But Christ is triumphant despite the horror. And This is True

Not only betrayal but denial by well meaning people whose courage fails them at the very point they
are attempting to be brave and supportive. Their failing is as obvious as all associated with the
dawn of a new day. Yet they can in time be recommissioned to new and exciting roles. And This is
True.

That many at this time as then gathered in times of violence, military activity, and warfare. The
Prince of Peace being crucified in our midst. Yet today there is a new creation, a new order that sees
such forces moribund. And This is True.

We weep in sorrow, either at a close one dying, or even go to the grave with tears in our eyes. For
many of us this week contains anniversaries or has seen us with frail and suffering people. We
journey with Mary, with Mary Magdalen, with the Beloved disciple. And yet in our suffering at close
one’s sufferings, Christ calls us by name. And This is True.

Outsiders and enemies will deny the truths that we hold dear. There were lies created about the
resurrection from day one. There had been false accusations in Jesus’ trial. We too will have
experienced such things, yet the power of what God in Christ as done is evident. And This is True.

We might find ourselves scared and unable to leave locked rooms, we might want to cling onto
things in places of death to find comfort in the familiar. It is into these places of despairing comfort
that Christ comes and speaks peace and gives to us new life. And This is True.

We might have embarked on plans that take us long journeys and in then in a moment we realise
that Christ has been with us and like Clopas and the other disciple whom Jesus met this eveningin
Emmaus we journey back. Now confident that the perils of the night we were eager to avoid matter
little, for Jesus has made himself known to us and now we know new life. And this is true.

Easter is true, our experiences are true, the gospel has shown us it is eternally true as we as
disciples today have for ourselves seen and lived all that the first disciples did. This is True.

Christ is risen from the Dead. This is true. The first born of the new creation. This is True.
We are called to be children of this new life. This is True.

Are we prepared to live as such? | pray we can say, “This is True, Amen.”



