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Temple Tuesday
The second temptation of Christ in Matthew’s Gospelis thus.

5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the
temple, ésaying to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written,

“He will command his angels concerning you,”
and “On their hands they will bear you up,
so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”” Matthew 4:4-6

The Temple was central to Jesus’ life from his infancy through to his death. We see him
presented in it, teaching as a boy within it, and of course as an adult regularly engaging with
people within its precincts.

After the entry into Jerusalem on a donkey

2 And Jesus entered the temple!® and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and
he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who

sold pigeons. *He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,
but you make it a den of robbers.” Matthew 21:12,13

The cleansing of the temple is a significant event; in John’s Gospel we learn of it at the
beginning of his ministry. The other three have it within the lead up to his arrest, hence
Temple Tuesday. (Or in some traditions Temple Monday.)

The part of the temple that Jesus cleared was the court of the Gentiles. The Temple being a
place not only for God and his chosen people but also for all nations. It was never meant
just for one people, all nations looked towards it and were to be called to the temple of the
Lord and the Hill of the most high God. After all God had made all the heavens and earth
and all that was within them and is the One True God.

At the time of great festivals, such as the Passover, so many came to offer worship and
sacrifice that space was limited. This was compounded by a desire to ensure that items
that were tainted by the roman empire, including coins, did not enter the courts of the
righteous. Thus, the Court of the Gentiles, rather than being a place where all nations could
gather to be in the vicinity of God, the court became the market place to enable Jewish
pilgrims to purchase with the coins of the empire items for sacrifice, whether “Temple


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2021&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23836b

Coins” or birds or animals. This was an innovation believed to have been instituted by
Caiaphas to cope with the numbers. (More than two and a half million pilgrims, according
to Josephus in 66 AD.)

This is the area that Jesus purges. He seeks to return the temple to being a place for the
whole world and not the commodity or possession of a few.

Itis very easy to become possessive over religious things, especially for those charged with
the custodianship of them. Many cathedrals in this country, including Canterbury, York,
and St Paul’s charge an admission fee. The challenges of heritage are great, the Temple in
Jesus’ day had only just been rebuilt and had taken a significant period (forty-six years). Not
just building, traditions, teachings and tenets of faith can feel under pressure from external
forces. That which defines a community can often be done in opposition to those outside
of the community. In seeking an identity with God, we can often define an identity against
others.

The Christian faith however is one rooted in God as revealed to us through Jesus Christ and
in the Holy Spirit. This is a unity of community which shapes how we view the world and
being human. In Christ there is no division.

There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. Galatians 3:28.

Hence no exclusion in the Temple of God excluding the Gentiles from being able to be
present for the ease of one group.

This unity of God for Jesus meant that the taunts of those who surrounded him on the
cross, “If thou art the Christ, save yourself and us” were a temptation to fracture the very
nature of God. For the Son to go against the will of the father, it would have been afall
greater than that of Lucifer or Adam.

Instead, and thankfully Jesus reveals to us the supreme self-giving love of God, committed
even to death. And at his death the temple is transformed.

Jesus’ purging of the temple to ensure that the Gentiles could be included into the activity
of the temple is augmented as on his death, the curtain in the temple is torn in two from top
to bottom. The Curtain ensured that the sanctuary of the Holy of Holies was at the heart of
the temple. Its being torn (and the word used only features one other time in the gospels,
when the sky opens at Jesus’ baptism.) Its being torn shows that the division between the
divine and the mundane, the sacred and the secular, the realms of God and Humanity, the
division is now gone. Jesus demonstrates how he is the New Temple. A New Temple where



all of humanity meets God, and where he is both priest and offering. A new defining unity
for all who come to him.



