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Spy Wednesday is often when we recall Judas Iscariot going to the high priests to betray Jesus to 
them. He receives thirty pieces of silver and arranges a sign of him kissing Jesus when Jesus has 
gone on the Mount of Olives near the olive press after Passover.  

Following the pattern of the previous two days, tonight I want to reflect on the third temptation of 
Jesus from Matthew’s gospel and how it relates both to the theme of Spy Wednesday and of the 
Cross. This I identified as being the issue of Worldly power. 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendour; 9 and he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship 
me.’ Matthew 4:8,9 

Whilst much is made of Judas Isacariot, what we know of him is that Jesus must have deeply 
trusted him. We know this as in John’s Gospel we are told Judas held the common purse for the 
disciples, and in any group, the treasurer is the one who literally holds the purse strings. Thus, 
Judas betraying Jesus, along with Peter denying Jesus is a crisis within the leadership structure of 
the disciples.  

Judas’ attempt to return the thirty pieces of silver might indicate that his motivation was not simply 
financial. The gospels explore spiritual explanations of why he acted as he did. More recently 
dramatists have also explored whether Judas was trying to force Jesus’ hand, perhaps along the 
lines of a rebellion. Some that Judas was disappointed with the direction of play. He is the tragic 
figure in the drama of this week.  

 

The trial of Jesus demonstrate that worldly power was an issue. Legal arguments as to who could 
enact a death penalty, questions of allegiance to either religious or state authorities being raised 
and of course the ridiculing of Jesus with a crown of thorns, a fancy robe. And then the statement 
“Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews.”  

Judas Iscariot and Pontius Pilate are both shown to be people who agonised over their actions. 
Annas and Caiphas have no such internal conflict. For them it is clear, Jesus is causing difficulties 
and needs stopping. They have tried to belittle him and failed; indeed, each confrontation has 
added credibility to Jesus and his teaching. They are now looking to claim criminal intent by Jesus 
both to the physical structure of the temple and the governance of Jerusalem by the Roman Empire. 
Their motivation seems to be the preservation of the status quo. 

Judas’ motivation is as I have shared more complex, although the conclusion of his actions is 
simple. By his information and signal Jesus is arrested and the rest is a formality. Judas realising 
that he has been played along with remorse and perhaps a realisation of the nature of Jesus and of 
those against him, is in such despair that he cannot see a way of remaining alive. 

Pontius Pilate is shown in the gospels to be one attempting to follow due process and to properly try 
the case, his wife, informed by a dream gives counsel, and yet in the end he washes his hands of 
responsibility and hands Jesus over to be crucified. 

(On Palm Sunday I explored a little the dynamic of hands within the passion.) 



If Judas, Caiphas and Pilate are three examples of how people engage with power and influence, 
what of Jesus? 

We return to that third temptation, is ultimate power in the gift of the adversary or of God?  

The source of being and of life is for Christians God alone. Thus “all things come from God,” (I 
Chronicles 29:14) thus the offer from the devil is a false one. The great deceiver is, true to form, 
telling an untruth. They are not in his gift. So, to “fall down and worship him” is pointless on so many 
fronts. Not only is it to give allegiance in the wrong direction it is to no avail as the promise is a false 
one. 

Jesus confronts the issue of power and truth in his dialogue with Pilate. 

36 Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my 
followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom 
is not from here.’ 37 Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. 
For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs 
to the truth listens to my voice.’ 38 Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’ John 18:36-38 

Jesus demonstrates that what in the world masquerades as strength is illusion. True power is 
shown by the son and father through the spirit being as one, a power that will be fully demonstrated 
at Easter with New and Everlasting Life. It is a different paradigm, framework and context and one 
that demonstrates in the words of John Ellerton that Jesus authority is in a different realm. 

“So be it, Lord; Thy throne shall never, 
like earth's proud empires, pass away. 
Thy kingdom stands, and grows forever, 
till all Thy creatures own Thy sway” 

As for truth, that can only ever be found in God and that which is connected to God. Thus, we see 
truth demonstrated on the cross proven even at the extremity of a sense of forsakenness. Jesus 
does not give way to the temptation to see power and authority in the ways of the world. He does 
not betray his calling, seek justification for his own benefit or wash his hands of his authority. All 
ways of the world shown by Judas, Caiphas and Pilate. But by obedience, even to death on the 
cross, he shows his kingdom is not of this world, and shows what is true. 

 


