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Through the earlier parts of this week, I have utilised one set of the traditional names for the 
days of this week. Palm Sunday, Fig Monday, Temple Tuesday, Spy Wednesday. On Palm 
Sunday I explored the use of hands within the passion. The next three days gave a 
framework to explore the Great Commandment of Christ “To love God with all your heart, 
soul and mind” and how the temptations at the start of Jesus’ ministry involving stones to 
bread, falling from the temple and gaining the kingdoms of the world through false worship 
are all revisited both in the course of this monumental week and on the cross. 

Tonight, we find ourselves at Maundy Thursday, whose name reminds us of the new 
commandment that Jesus gives to us, namely that we “love one another as I have loved 
you.” 

This ties into the second commandment Jesus quoted when asked what is the greatest 
commandment, “And the second is namely this that you love your neighbour as yourself.”  

To be commanded to love is to recognise that it is not easy. All too often the dynamics that 
are given the name love speak more of other less healthy interactions, “self-interest, lust, 
power” being examples. Much has been explored about the distinctive nature of agape and 
its distinct characteristics from philial or erotic love. This does not avoid the awareness of 
human nature that we need to be commanded to show the gracious and self-giving love of 
God to each other as demonstrated by Christ, rather than simply invited or encouraged to 
do so. 

What we are commanded to do is to follow Jesus’ example. Over the course of the next few 
hours, we are going to see the cost of this love. It begins with service and humility. 

In a world where dynamics of power and prestige are painfully demonstrated, to see God in 
Jesus kneeling at his disciples’ feet and washing them is a stark contrast. The washing of a 
guest’s feet was done or caused to be done by a host. Thus, for Jesus himself to do it he 
shows that he is both the host and the servant.  

So, a first consequence for those who are being commanded to do likewise is for us to 
realise the high commission we have received from Christ and then to use it in service of 
others. We are not to abdicate from what he has given us, nor are we to ignore or fail to live 
up to what being true friends, disciples and in Paul’s words adopted brothers and sisters of 
him means. 

The fleshed-out example of what the love we are called to live out is then further revealed 
as we journey through this night and into tomorrow. It is a love of total commitment, which 



does not give into the strong temptations of seeking to avoid the physical discomfort, or the 
spiritual disquiet of taunts by others, or a sense of abandonment or of being seduced as to 
where true power resides.  

Sadly, it has to be commanded as human nature from the outset seeks for itself rather than 
for others. The consumption of the fruit in the garden of Eden whilst gaining knowledge of 
Good and Evil also showed that from our origin Human beings with their free will choose 
that which has consequences. Adam had been told that eating of the fruit would lead to 
death. There is so much that needs exploring in the creation account of the garden of Eden, 
but this week the gardens in which we will travel are gethsemane and the one of the tomb. 
The Tree that we will visit is the Tree of the Cross, which Paul and others then view as being 
the new Tree of Life.  

The initial disobedience of humanity demonstrates why to love one another needs to be a 
demonstrated commandment. (And even then, humanity struggles to live it out!) 

Washing of the feet of the disciples is not the completion of this demonstration. The 
following twenty four hours has Jesus undergoing dreadful encounters with a whole range 
of society, from bandits crucified with him, through the aggression of the mob, physical 
suffering, the sorrow of loved ones, the abandonment by friends, the ridicule and abuse by 
many, lies and false accusations even in a court of law, rejection by the faith in which he 
has been raised, state oppression, isolation when pleading for support, public humiliation, 
betrayal by a trusted companion and for what reason? For commanding us to love.  

The worst set of human experiences are integral to this time and all of them are 
experienced by Jesus, the one who is the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  

When people quote Paul to the Thessalonians the “One who calls you is Faithful and he will 
do it” 1 Thessalonians 5:24 they often do so to give comfort and encouragement to trust 
God. Here we see what one who calls us is faithful really means and how God will do it. 
Jesus does not abdicate or abscond from his faithfulness but shows that love is self-giving 
even through suffering and even to the point of death. 

This is the love to which we are called to live out. A love of total commitment despite the 
reception that we are receiving. This is hard, this is challenging, this is impossible without 
the grace and spirit of God. No wonder we see the disciples responding with confusion, the 
use of a sword, in chaos fleeing, losing confidence when interrogated, denying both their 
connection to Jesus and who they feel that he is. And yet still he loves them. 

It is this commandment that will enable Jesus’ disciples to be recognised. 



35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another. John 

13:35 

Thus, the external sign of being a disciple of Jesus is not a physical change, or marker 

but how we engage and respond to each other. We cannot claim ignorance as to what 

Jesus means by love. Throughout his ministry and especially in the coming hours he will 

embody that even to the point of death itself. We cannot claim that it is a culturally or 

historically defined moment as love as defined in the person of Jesus is both eternal and 

divine and thus freed from culture nuance or the constraints of time. We cannot claim it 

does apply to us, if we are wanting to be disciples of Jesus, it is the new commandment 

that he, and the one by which all will know how we relate to him. 

We also need to take care if we naively say yes to this commission. Peter’s enthusiasm 

got the better of him, and Jesus knowing his impetuous nature pointed out to him that 

sadly by the hint of dawn, the third crow of the cockerel Peter will deny his connection 

to Jesus three times. I know that I cannot think of myself as better than Peter, I would 

proffer the view that none of us here are. 

Thus, we return to the context of it being Maundy Thursday, the night of a new 

commandment. Normally I have concentrated on the Eucharistic or Liberational dynamic 

of tonight. However having spent three days looking at the Great commandment as 

given by Christ and how it related both to this week and the three temptations in the 

wilderness, it has felt right to explore the second commandment, especially as Jesus 

reiterates it as he gives it afresh as a new and defining commandment. 

May we have the grace to hear it, and respond to it, to recognise what Jesus meant by it, 

especially in the course of tonight and tomorrow. Amen  

 


