Sermon for the Second Sunday of Easter, Sunday 12 April 2026, Carlisle Cathedral
Acts 4:32-35; John 20:19-31
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.

Contained in this short phrase are the beginnings of the journey that takes us from those first followers of
Jesus, to a fledgling community of “The Way”, to the life of the early church, and into the patterns and
expressions of faith which millions of people follow this day. At its heart, at its root, is the meaning not only
of what is means to be a witness to the resurrection, but who those witnesses are.

In this sense to be a “witness” operates in two complimentary ways. The first is in a narrow and well -defined,
perhaps even legalistic form. In this sense to be a witness is to have direct knowledge of certain facts, and to
be able to declare this in a court of law. The second is in a wider theological sense of what it is to be a
witness, where God call’sus to witness as a sign of faithfulness. So, through the Jewish scriptures, the mission
of the people of Israel was to bear witness to God as his chosen servants.

Aspects of this dual-pattern of witnessing are present in our Gospel reading. Here Thomas cannot assent to
being a witness in the first sense because he had not personally witnessed the risen Lord. Only in the
presence of Jesus standing before him can Thomas become a witness. And in being a witness in this first
sense he articulates most clearly what it is to witness in the second form. Here, though, Thomas does not
bear witness to the covenant and promise of the law, but in the covenant and promise of the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God”.

I”

Of this, Peter, reminds us, “all of us are witnesses”. The question though is who are the “all” who are the

withesses?

Some interpret this in a very narrow sense indeed. In this reading Peter is referring to the twelve apostles
who act, in a very special sense as witnesses, drawing on Jesus’ words on the mount of the Ascension:

You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.

But locating this role of “witness” to these twelve men comes under strain when we examine it. For one
thing Matthias, one of the Twelve, was not chosen to that number until after the resurrection. For another
in the biblical accounts the first witnesses to the Resurrection were not the Apostles, but the women who
went to the tomb on the first day of the month, before it was even light. For some interpreters of the
resurrection story the role of these women as witnesses is crucial in the efficacy of the story, because if you
were making the story up you wouldn’t make those crucial first witnesses women who, in a legalistic sense,
were not seen as reliable witnesses as men.

If it is problematic to limit this role of witnesses only to these men, as the story of the first followers of Jesus
unfolds, so we find the category of “witness” grow beyond those who were present on that first Easter Day
and the weeks that followed it. Chief amongst these is St Paul, who in retelling the story of his conversion
stated that God had made him “his witness to all the world in what you have seen and heard”.



Perhaps though, and most importantly for us, is Jesus’ own response to what it means to be a witness to the
Resurrection. If we return to our dual-pattern of witnessing it seems clear in our Gospel reading that Jesus
has a clear preference to one over the other. Where Thomas refuses to be a witness unless he can fulfil the
first criteria of being a witness:

Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, | will not believe.

Jesus calls on Thomas to be a witness not through this first pattern of witnessing, but through the second.
Jesus said to him:

Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.

Here, the call to be a witness to the resurrection comes not from having access to the right information or
being the right sort of person to have that access, or even being recognised by others for their knowledge
of the resurrection. To be a witness to the resurrection is believe in the faithfulness of God revealedin the
life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ and to testify to that truth. And to that, all of us are
witnesses.

If we can speak to the transforming power of God’s love in our lives in Jesus, then we too are witnesses.
If we can recognise the power of God’s love transforming the work around us, then we too are witnesses.

If we can see in the glory of creation the renewing power of God’s love bursting forth, then we too are
witnesses.

To be the church is to be part of this great line of witnesses to the power of the resurrection. Whether in
our own lives, in the witness and testimony of that faith written in the walls and beauty that created this
Cathedral. It links us to those who carried the power of that truth to these islands centuries ago and those
communities around the Mediterranean basin informed and inspired by the witness of Paul and his followers.
And through that is takes us to those first excited and fearful witnesses not knowing what they had seen but
still coming to believe in the transforming truth of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

And of this we, like them, are all witnesses.
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