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The threat of violence is sadly a feature of human life. The stabbing this week in Golders 
Green was a reminder to this nation of the fragility of social order and the sad persistent 
presence of antisemitism. The litany of attacks on the Jewish communities of Britain is 
sadly causing some to consider how they relate to this nation. The violence shown being a 
symptom of a malaise towards one particular community. Hatred is a destructive and 
dehumanizing force it divides and twists truth in a way that pervades everything. For 
Christians it is the opposite of what we understand God to be, as John put it, “God is Love.” 
Thus, to live in a dynamic contrary to love is to be in direct opposition to God. 

This is why our values as a cathedral of Unity, Truth and Love must be integral to who we all 
are. These are not simply comfortable words or aspirations, they need to galvanise us and 
enable us to demonstrate both the reality of who God is, and also how God desires human 
beings to be. If “perfect love drives out all fear” then the presence of fear in our nation 
shows the need for that love to be made manifest. 

Sadly, as I began violence is too often an ever-present reality. Often it is meted out against 
the most vulnerable. Sadly, we all here will know of its effects, and for some this discussion 
will remind us of our scars from the past or even problems of today. The fear of either a 
personal threat or a collective mob is terrifying and whether it is psychological, spiritual, or 
physical it is disabling. If you need the support of another person please seek it, I and my 
colleagues offer both ourselves and can help find others as appropriate.  

Whilst nowadays often eclipsed in the post feast torpour, St Stephen’s day on the second 
day of Christmas reminds us that for us to follow Jesus in service of the wider community. 
(Stephen was one of the first seven deacons of the church, commissioned for that role.) 
And to live out in one’s own life the self-giving love as shown in Jesus, and to speak about it 
is to risk inflaming the wrath of many. Jesus’ crucifixion had involved the baying of the 
crowd for him to be crucified; in Stephen’s case their words of hatred are manifested in 
their actions. 

We are given two contrasting visions. The first, divinely inspired by the Holy Spirit is given to 
Stephen of heaven, and the unity of God, it is one that will enable him to plead for his 
adversaries even as they murder him, “Lord do not hold this sin against them.” The second 
is people refusing to listen, of them shouting their own vitriol and then dragging Stephen 
out of the city and in a feral fashion stripping off all vestiges of society and stoning Stephen. 

Within the second dreadful vision is the chilling authority figure of the young man named 
Saul. One who does not himself get us hands dirty, but akin to Pilate with Christ, does 
nothing to prevent the base instincts of others, and ultimately therefore gives approval. 
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 The stoning of Stephen sadly reminds us all that to speak of the truth of heaven, of the God 
of Love and the call for the whole world to respond in unity of calling is contrary to many 
who prefer the “deceits of the world, the flesh and the devil.”  

When Jesus spoke of himself, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” and the one who 
shows us who the Father is and invites us to participate in the very heart of who God is, we 
are invited into a new way of life that proves the deception of the violent and destructive 
ways humanity had fallen into. 

That is why we speak of being “new creations.” That is why we pray for the breaking in of 
God’s rule into the world when we pray “your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.” 
This is why we cannot be like Saul and stand on one side. Jesus shows us how to be, what is 
real and what is vital. The way, the truth, and the life.  

But do not let ourselves be under any illusion, those that revel in confusion, ignorance, life, 
and death will seek to remove and silence the sharing of such a vision. They crucified 
Christ, they stoned Stephen, both of whom through the agency of the Holy Spirit had 
shared vividly the Father’s love and the Son’s total commitment to all people. Stephen 
prayed “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

Jesus in his speaking of his relationship to the Father, not only shares an intimate vision of 
the Father but also a deep truth about himself. And in doing so he invites us all to be part of 
this new definition of who we can be. 

This for me is the relevant challenge of hearing again the stoning of Stephen. Do we join in 
with the crowd, stopping our ears to what is being shared, a vision of the reality of God and 
Heaven? Do we go with the hordes and drag others outside in order to then act in base 
ways, stripped of all decency? Are we in passivity either through claiming security in our 
past or a comfort of naivety complicit? Or are we with Stephen, ones who having seen the 
beauty of who God is, as revealed in Christ prepared to pray for others, to serve others and 
indeed to be inspiration for others in doing so?  

After all we are still speaking of Stephen today, and not one of those who stoned him. Saul 
has to be confronted with what he had done and be converted into a whole new identity as 
Paul.  

Violence, hatred, the propagation of fear have no place in the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
therefore for us here as agents of that Kingdom here on earth too. That is why antisemitism 
and phobic behaviours must be confronted. For we are to be ones who “know the way the 
truth and the life” for us as revealed in Christ, and for us to be lived out at all times, even if 
as with Stephen it is our dying breath.  


