Pentecost Year A

Carlisle Cathedral, 24/05/2026

Acts 2.1-21; 1 Corinthians 12.3b-13; John 7.37-39.

Building on Acts 1.6-14, from the lectionary for the Sunday after Ascension Day.

Sisters and brothers in Christ, last week, we heard these words of Jesus: “you are my witnesses” and
“you will receive power” (Acts 1.8). Today, we see what it means to receive power and be a witness to
Jesus Christ.

But why us and not Jesus? If you’re anything like me, it’s tempting to imagine, think and operate on the
basis that life would be better with Jesus around. Surely, if Jesus himself were here, everything would be
so much better. There wouldn't be so much spare space in this cathedral and in our churches. There
would be less suffering and less injustice in the world. Is it some sort of mistake that Jesus is no longer
with us in person? Is the Church just God’s plan B in the absence of Jesus?

His not being here in some way was always a feature of Jesus’ speaking about the future. He talked quite
openly about not being around, anticipating not only his death, but also his ascension. Although he was
and is central to the kingdom that he came to establish, in the same way that a king and their government
may be located in a specific place, itis their presence in a different way that establishes that kingdom
throughout a land.

By faith, we believe that Jesus is with us now. At points in our service the response, ‘The Lord be with you:
and also with you’ or ‘The Lord is here: his Spirit is with us’ is an affirmation that Jesus is presentin our
midst by his Spirit. Yet, we also find ourselves longing for his presence because we feel his absence. As
Augustine prayed, ‘you have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they find their
restin you.” Wouldn’t it be so much easier if Jesus were just here, like he was 2000 years ago?

Last week, we heard Jesus’ promise and command: 'you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you’, and 'you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth’ (Acts 1.8).

Today, we have heard of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, of the fulfillment of the promise and obedience
to the command. As we read on through Acts and church history, we can see that that the command was
obeyed because, today, we and about 2.5 billion people, and, in the last 2000 years, perhaps some 14
billion people, have come to know and follow Jesus Christ.

Today, we are the recipients of that promise and that command. They are not just for church leaders like
Michael, Benjamin, Ruth and myself, but for each and every one of us. Jesus says to you and to me: ‘you
will receive power' and 'you will be my witnesses'. The promise and the command are as much for us
here today as they were for those gathered in the Upper Room. We are to be like those of whom we have
read today - filled with the Holy Spirit, witnessing to people of every nation, every people group in Carlisle
and across Cumbria.






On Saturday, 27 June at 11am, we will host the ordination of deacons and priests. (You are all welcome
to come - please sign up online if you plan to come so that we can be ready for you.) In that service, lots
of words will be said and lots of things will happen that communicate how important we think those to be
ordained deacon and priest are. But we shouldn’t be fooled into thinking that the Church believes that
the promise and command is all about them. The bishop opens the service with the following words:

‘God calls his people to follow Christ, and forms us into a royal priesthood, a holy nation, to
declare the wonderful deeds of him who has called us out of darkness into his marvellous light.

‘The Church is the Body of Christ, the people of God and the dwelling-place of the Holy Spirit. In
baptism the whole Church is summoned to witness to God’s love and to work for the coming of
his kingdom.

‘To serve this royal priesthood, God has given a variety of ministries....’

Sisters and brothers, last week, we heard Jesus command us to be his witnesses, and we heard his
promise that we will receive power. Today, we have encountered Jesus’ plan Afor the kingdom of God.
Not his bodily presence with us, but his Spirit working in and through each and every one of us, each and
every one of our bodies. We have also heard Paul describe how that will look different in each person: a
variety of gifts, given by God for the common good, activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. (1 Corinthians 12.4,7,11)

We, the Church, are Jesus’ plan A because we, who have been reborn of the Spirit in baptism are the
people who called to go to every place and every person: whoever you are, and wherever you are, you are
called to be a witness to Jesus in that place and to those people.

In our gospel reading, Jesus cries out to the world, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one
who believes in me drink.” He also quoted scripture, saying, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers
of living water.”

We are those upon whom God longs to pour out his Spirit. Indeed, he is pouring out his Spirit upon us
now, yesterday, today and tomorrow, in order that we might fulfill his command to each and every one of

us to be his witnesses in Carlise and across Cumbiria.

We are those who are commanded to be Jesus’ witnesses. We are empowered for this by the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit. So, let us be filled with the Spirit and obedient to the call of Christ.

Amen.



