Sermon for the Second Sunday after Trinity, Sunday 14 June 2026, Carlisle Cathedral
Exodus 19: 2-8a; Matthew 9:35-10:23

The Venerable Bede, in both his Ecclesiastical History of the English People and his Life of Cuthbert, tells us that
in 685 St Cuthbert visited Carlisle. In the course of that visit three things are noted. The first it that we hear
what is surely the first account of a guided tour of Carlisle where Cuthbert was “conducted...round the city
walls to see a remarkable Roman Fontain that was built into them”. The second is that as Bishop, Cuthbert
came to Carlisle to ordain priests most likely in a church, built on the foundations of a Roman house that
stood on the site of the current St Cuthbert’s Church. The third is that it was in the course of this visit that
Cuthbert met with the Royal Abbess Aelfflaed as news of the unexpected death of her father King Ecgfrith
in battle, nephew of St Oswald and king of Northumbria, was heard.

According to Bede, Cuthbert’s meeting with Aelfflaed in Carlisle fulfilled an earlier prophesy by Cuthbert to
Aelfflaed that Ecgfrith would die in battle, and that when that occurred Aelfflaed should call for her holy and
learned Uncle Aldfrith from lona to take the throne of Northumbria. This Aldfrith duly did, reigning for
twenty years, cementing with it the Christian culture and life which had begun with the victories of Oswald
and missions of Aiden a generation earlier. His reign ushering in, through his support of Bede and the learning
at Wearmouth-Jarrow and Lindisfarne, Northumbria’s Golden Age.

Although musing on the location and magnificence of that fountain would entertain me, this morning | want
to focus on the latter two actions as we reflect on our readings this morning. At the heart of these two
stories — of Cuthbert’s work in ordaining and his engagement with the geopolitics of Anglo-Saxon England —
is a theme which is central not only to our gospel reading today, but how we might understand Jesus’ message
to us as we stand in the same place as Cuthbert all these centuries later.

At the heart of both these stories is that same message of being “sent out” by Jesus.

This call to be sent out is central to that story of Cuthbert’s ordaining ministry. To be ordained, to be called
to carry the word of God is not a call to turn inwards, but one to be sent out into the work of the harvest
where, as Jesus reminds us, “the harvest is plentiful, but the labourers and few.”

In a few short weeks Bishop Rob will lead a service of ordination of deacons and priests at this Cathedral,
not for ministry here, but to be sent out into the communities of this diocese — as we imagine those priests
Cuthbert ordained did as well. Those services happen here at the Cathedral, the seat of the Bishop, because
it is from here that his missionary work begins. Last November we welcomed and enthroned Bishop Rob
not because he would live and work here — | think we have only seen him a handful of times here since that
great day. He was welcomed here so that he might be sent out for his missionary work. And this Cathedral’s
ministry of sending-out is not limited to those with dog-collars. Over the coming weeks we will welcome
hundreds of year-6 children from our Church Schools to worship and pray with them, that they might be
sent out into their life in secondary school knowing God’s care and love for them.

The sending-out pattern we find in the story of Cuthbert’s ordaining ministry and which we find lived out in
the ministry of this Cathedral is also central to the other theme of Cuthbert’s time in Carlisle. In Bede’s
account this encounter with Aelfflaed was no accidental in an ancient city on the edge of things. Bede places
this story in Carlisle because, for Bede and others at the time, Carlisle was at the heart of a seafaring world
linking the strongholds of the Northumbrian coastline with the life and communities of Scotland, Ireland and
beyond. We can all too often think of Carlisle being on the edge of things. But Carlisle doesn’t get to be the
most besieged place in British history by being tucked away in a forgotten corner. Within this story of
Cuthbert’s engagement with the political power brokers of his time is that he did so in a place from which
people naturally set out.

As in the ministry of our Cathedral, in our geography we find the impetus to be sent out. The geography of
this place means that it is a place from which people are naturally sent out. Last week | met an acquaintance
again after twenty-five years whose main recollection of Carlisle is coming here as a bridging point on a



journey into the Scottish borders. Similarly on Saturday hundreds gathered at the Castle, including amongst
them at least one bishop, to set out on the “The Wall” ultramarathon as they attempted to traverse the
length of Hadrian’s Wall in 24 hours.

Why do | stress these points? Well to be a follower of Jesus is, to all intents and purposes, to be one who
is sent out.

In our reading from the Book of the Exodus we hear of God’s call to the people of Israel to be God’s people,
remaking the world as God would have it. That call to the twelve tribes of Israel is echoed in Jesus call to
the twelve Apostles, to be sent out to see the lost. As followers of Jesus we stand in that tradition as ones
called to be sent out into the world to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to all we encounter.

And in doing this we can draw not simply on our faith, but also on the witness of the spiritual and physical
geography of this place. That however daunting and strange this call might seem to us we know that here in
this Cathedral and here in this city countless others have heard the call of Jesus, and followed their Lord’s
call and been sent out from this place, as we are called to do, and join with others in the work of the harvest.



