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(This sermon was devised to be interactive therefore was not
delivered as a traditional sermon. Therefore, what follows is a
series of notes rather than a sermon that has been written to be

delivered.)
Following in Jesus’ Footsteps — The Call of Matthew

Today is a joyful celebration with Ewan his parents and
godparents as they take another step on journey with Jesus
— a journey that begins with the same invitation Jesus gave

to Matthew: “Follow me.”
This is an Invitation for us all.

| would like you all to do something for me please shut

your eyes.

Different voice speaks out ‘l see you, | know you, | love

you, follow me!

In the bible story we have just heard there is a lot going
on. Matthew was sitting at his tax collector’s table. people
ignored him. Some avoided him. Many people didn’t like
him because he collected taxes and by reputation tax

collectors were cheats.

But Jesus didn’t see Matthew the way others did. Jesus
loves him. He saw someone with a future. He saw

someone ready to grow.

This is the same for us no matter who we are or what we
have done, Jesus is saying to each one of us “I see you. |

know you. | love you. | follow me.”

And He is also saying to us all, including Ewan’s parents and
godparents “Help Ewan see himself the way | see him —

loved, valued, and full of promise. Help him to follow me.”

Jesus invites us all to walk with Him, to follow in Jesus’ way
but what does that mean, how can Ewan do that he cannot

even walk yet.

| have some footprints here and would like some people to

come and help me.



Footprints placed on the floor a distance from each other.

For these 8 people this is a starting point but how do they

know how to follow in Jesus’ way?
Answer — someone to help? Learning about Jesus?

Move footprints so those standing on them are in standing

together pairs.

When we are baptised as child and starting our journey
with Jesus— we have support of others, parents,

godparents, the whole church to help us.

Ask one of Godparents to come out to stand with

children.
Together we help Ewan and each other learn about Jesus.

By example teach Ewan and one another how to pray, that

is talking and listening to Jesus.

All this is best done together as CHURCH — that is

gathering together as God’s people.

Ask helpers to join together in a circle.

When Matthew was called to follow Jesus, he didn’t know
everything. he didn’t know where he was going or what
adventures were ahead. But he trusted Jesus — and he
stood up left everything he knew and followed Jesus. Not
at distance but close to Jesus; not alone, there werel |

others and also bigger community too.

For Ewan as | have said, he has the support from his
parents and Godparents and all of us as God’s people in

this place, as together we travel on our journey with Jesus.

We do that by our example as we pray and as we learn
together what it means to follow Jesus and to be part of

God’s family that is the church.

Close your eyes again and imagine Jesus is very close —
because Jesus is close to us always and hold out your hand

and imagine Jesus is taking hold of it.

| wonder what that felt like? At Baptism Ewan places their
small hand in Jesus’ and godparents promise to do the
same. This is something we can do each day as we start

afresh with Jesus. As we turn away from all that is wrong in



our lives and in the world and as we follow in the way of

Jesus.

Just as it was for Matthew, so it is for us, it is the beginning

of a new story, a new start.

Matthew learned much from Jesus about what it means to
live with compassion, forgiveness, courage, and love for

others.

He learned hard things too, that life doesn’t always go the

way we want or expect, that life can be difficult.

But because of Jesus life, death and resurrection we don’t
need to be afraid. God through Jesus’ Holy Spirit is always
with us. As Ewan with his family take this step the Holy

Spirit is here too

His story will be like ours it will be a lifetime journey of

following.

Each of us where 90+ or not even 9 is called to follow in

Jesus’ footsteps.

| wonder what does following Jesus mean for you?

Each of us is called to shine the light of Christ into the
world, just as we will say to Ewan at the end of this service.
| wonder where you will shine Christ’s light in the world

this week?

May Ewan and each of us always know that Jesus sees us,
knows us, loves us, and calls us, and helps us follow in his

footsteps with the same courage and compassion Matthew

had.

We do not do that alone, we all called together to support

one another as we our next step with God.

And may this baptism for Ewan be the beginning of a bright,

beautiful journey — step by step with Jesus.



