CARLISLE
CATHEDRAL

PHOTOGRAPHY, FILMING & DRONE
POLICY

INTRODUCTION

This policy outlines Carlisle Cathedral’s position on photography, filming and drones within the
Cathedral site, including within the precinct and in any of the Cathedral’s buildings. The purpose
is to create a clearly defined set of rules to support the health, safety and wellbeing of all those
who visit Carlisle Cathedral or the Cathedral grounds, to safeguard the historic fabric of the
Cathedral precinct and buildings, and to ensure the smooth operation of the Cathedral, its
services and events. In addition, safeguarding, copyright and data protection legislation applies at
all times.

The Cathedral is first and foremost a place of worship, and all photography and filming must
respect this primary purpose.

The policy applies to all buildings and grounds at Carlisle Cathedral.

This policy is enforced by Cathedral staff and duty managers. Permission to photograph or film
may be withdrawn at any time at the discretion of the Cathedral team for reasons of safeguarding,
safety, worship, or operational need.
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|. PHOTOGRAPHY & FILMING BY VISITORS

Carlisle Cathedral welcomes amateur photographers to the precinct. Visitors to Carlisle
Cathedral are permitted to take photographs or film for personal, non-commercial purposes.

Visitors are expected to show consideration for the privacy and experience of other visitors when
taking photographs or video. Please do not take photographs of, or film, members of the Cathedral
team or other visitors without prior permission.

It is the visitor’s responsibility to ensure that no copyright or data protection is infringed.

To ensure the Cathedral is a safe, enjoyable and accessible place for all, we ask that visitors do
not use flash photography or additional lighting, tripods, monopods, gimbals or selfie sticks. No
one is permitted to climb any areas of the Cathedral in pursuit of a better vantage point.

However, please note that restrictions may be put in place at the discretion of the Cathedral team
for reasons of security, conservation, copyright or in the interest of the overall visitor experience.

Due to the delicate nature of the heritage site that is Carlisle Cathedral, drones are not permitted
in or over the Cathedral precinct or its buildings without written permission. This applies even if
non-commercial users have the correct training or permission from the Civil Aviation Authority
as the Cathedral precinct and its buildings are private property. For further information, see
section 5 of this policy.

|.1 Filming during services, concerts or involving children

For safeguarding and copyright reasons strictly no photography, film/video or audio recording is
permitted during services, concerts or rehearsals or involving the choir or its members at any
time unless approved in advance and communicated to visitors.

2. PHOTOGRAPHY & FILMING BY PROFESSIONALS

Carlisle Cathedral has a history dating back over 900 years. Professional photography and/or
filming has an impact on the daily life of the Cathedral, including on worship, our visitors, our
neighbours and our staff and volunteers.

We welcome enquiries from news and documentary crews, TV productions and feature films
looking to shoot at Carlisle Cathedral. Commercial, corporate or professional photography or
filming requires prior permission from the Head of Commercial Activity, by telephone: 01228
548151 or email: headofcommercial@carlislecathedral.org.uk. Enquiries should be made with at
least six weeks’ notice.

Upon obtaining permission from the Cathedral, any photography/filming must abide by the rules
agreed with the Cathedral including this policy’s statements for photography/filming by visitors
above. The Cathedral will get in touch to arrange contracts and location fees if we are able to
facilitate your photography/filming.
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Due to the delicate nature of the heritage site that is Carlisle Cathedral, drones are not permitted
in or over the Cathedral precinct or its buildings without written permission. This applies even if
professional users have the correct training or permission from the Civil Aviation Authority as
the Cathedral precinct and its buildings are private property. For further information, see section
5 of this policy.

2.1. Press image & filming enquiries

Press image and filming enquiries should be made to the Marketing & Communications Officer
with at least one week’s advance notice, by telephone: 01228 548151 or email:
marketing@carlislecathedral.org.uk. We cannot guarantee that urgent or same day press
enquiries will be met.

Due to the delicate nature of the heritage site that is Carlisle Cathedral, drones are not permitted
in or over the Cathedral precinct or its buildings without written permission. For further
information, see section 5 of this policy.

2.2. Stock images

For a selection of images of Carlisle Cathedral for press use, or for stock images of Carlisle
Cathedral and our collections for academic or exhibition use, please contact the Marketing &
Communications Officer. For stock images of Carlisle Cathedral and our collections for
commercial use, please contact the Head of Commercial Activity.

2.3. Monetised and Influencer Filming

Visitors who create content for monetised social media channels including, but not limited to,
YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, or similar platforms, or who generate income as influencers,
vloggers, or content creators, must obtain prior approval from the Cathedral Office before
undertaking any photography or filming within the Cathedral or its grounds.

3. PHOTOGRAPHY & FILMING BY STUDENTS

Student photographers and film-makers who wish to film or photograph Carlisle Cathedral for
their coursework and academic projects should seek permission from the Learning & Volunteer
Officer by telephone: 01228 548151 or email: learning@carlislecathedral.org.uk. Each request is
considered on a case-by-case basis, and the outcome often depends on our staff’s availability to
support and supervise students.

Due to the delicate nature of the heritage site that is Carlisle Cathedral, drones are not permitted
in or over the Cathedral precinct or its buildings without written permission. For further
information, see section 5 of this policy.
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4. PHOTOGRAPHY & FILMING FOR WEDDINGS

This section details our policy for wedding photography and filming in the grounds and buildings
of Carlisle Cathedral. This policy distinguishes between those who are holding their wedding
ceremony and/or reception on Cathedral premises and those who are being married elsewhere.

4.1. For those getting married at Carlisle Cathedral

Photography can take place inside the Cathedral and outside in the grounds, subject to the rules
set out in this policy.

For those holding their wedding reception in one of the buildings, photography can take place
within the building(s) hired and outside in the grounds, subject to the rules set out in this policy.

Due to the delicate nature of the heritage site that is Carlisle Cathedral, drones are not permitted
in or over the Cathedral precinct or its buildings without written permission. For further
information, see section 5 of this policy.

4.2. For those getting married elsewhere

Those marrying at a venue which is not part of the Cathedral site may apply for a permit to use
the grounds only for their photography. Applications must be made on the official application
form, which is available to download from the Cathedral’s website or by email request to:
info@carlislecathedral.org.uk.

Applications will be received by the Events team and managed as a booking, with details added to
the Cathedral Diary and invoices raised. Fees apply. Payment must be received in advance of the
booking. Applicants may request a timeslot, limited to one hour, but the Events team will refer to
the Cathedral Diary to avoid clashing with services and events already taking place.

No filming is permitted. Photography is limited to specific areas of the precinct only. No wedding
photography is allowed inside the Cathedral or any other buildings. The areas where external
wedding photography is permitted are:

The Dean’s Walk

North side of the precinct adjacent to Castle Street and Paternoster Row
Former St Mary’s Church site

South side of the Fratry (the grassy area, including the mulberry tree)

Photography is not permitted at:

the East end, in front of the East Window
Outside the Cathedral’s main entrance
Outside any of the residential properties
West end, graveyard and site of the Nave
Cloister and Café

Photographers should avoid using the main entrance and East Window as a backdrop, and should
aim to use only small parts of the Cathedral building in the background of their photographs.

No photographs of children, other than those in the wedding party.



CARLISLE
CATHEDRAL

Photographers may use their own equipment, such as portable steps, step ladders and tripods at
their own risk. Strictly no drones are permitted. No equipment should impede access for other
visitors. Photographers and subjects must not climb onto walls, trees, outdoor furniture or any
other parts of the buildings. Nothing should be affixed to any part of the buildings, inside or out.
Nothing must be placed in the ground within the Cathedral precinct, and furniture, fittings, lights
or other equipment must not be moved without prior permission from the Cathedral.

Photographers and those in the wedding party should follow instructions from any members of
staff if asked to stop photography or move location for any reason.

No wedding cars or other vehicles are permitted on site.

Due to the delicate nature of the heritage site that is Carlisle Cathedral, drones are not permitted
in or over the Cathedral precinct or its buildings without written permission. For further
information, see section 5 of this policy.

5. THE USE OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS
(DRONES)

Drone use is strictly prohibited within the Cathedral precinct and buildings without prior written
permission from Carlisle Cathedral, regardless of drone size or operator certification.

The Cathedral precinct is a privately owned close that is open to the public and in constant use
by visitors, staff and volunteers, school children and local residents. Most of the precinct
properties, including the Cathedral, are listed and the fabric of these historic buildings are
precarious and fragile.

This policy adheres to the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) regulations regarding operating drones
above or around people and buildings. Carlisle Cathedral and its precinct is a publicly accessible
space and in constant use, therefore unauthorised drone flying within this area potentially puts
people at risk.

In line with CAA regulations, anyone given permission to fly a drone must observe CAA policy

regulations for flying in towns or cities:

e you must keep at least 150m horizontally away from congested spaces including parks,
residential and industrial or built-up areas

e you must not fly within 50m of people or properties/objects that are not under your control

e you must not fly over 120m/400ft above the ground

e you must always maintain Visual Line of Sight (VLOS), i.e. keep the drone in direct line of
sight.

While there are no specific distances set down for separation from structures or buildings, it is
still an offence to endanger property with an unmanned aircraft or drone. Carlisle Cathedral will
not permit any unmanned aircraft or drone that does not have built-in sensors to prevent
collision damage.
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Anyone wishing permission to use any drone or unmanned aircraft system weighing between

250g and 20kg within the Cathedral precinct will need to meet the following criteria:

e you must have a Drone Registration ID number as proof of passing the Drone & Model
Aircraft Registration & Education Service theory test; it is against the law to fly a drone or
model aircraft without having the required ID

¢ relevant and up-to-date CAA certification

e evidence that you have adequate insurances and indemnities if the unmanned aircraft or drone
causes damage or harm to persons or property

e a Risk Assessment of the proposed flight.

For unmanned aircraft systems weighing under 250g, there are some slight differences to the
regulations given above:

e any unmanned aircraft system under 250g with a camera must still be registered with the
CAA, and proof of this registration will need to be provided to Carlisle Cathedral before any
permission is considered

e it is permitted to fly closer than 50m to people but is still not permitted to fly over crowds

Whatever the weight of the unmanned aircraft system or drone, it is not permitted to pilot such

devices in/over the Cathedral precinct and buildings without prior consent from Carlisle
Cathedral.

Carlisle Cathedral is willing to grant permission for the use of unmanned aircraft systems or drone
if there is a benefit in doing so. Any commercial filming granted will be subject to agreeing the
following criteria:

e Carlisle Cathedral is fully aware of the flight path and the project

e any pilot must be a registered commercial operator with the CAA and is prepared to be
vetted

o the level of type of insurance/indemnity fully satisfied the Cathedral’s insurers

e Carlisle Cathedral reserves the right to specify times when flights may not take place

e a member of the Cathedral team is present at all times during the flight activity

e a Risk Assessment is submitted in advance

e Carlisle Cathedral has visiting peregrine falcons, which are protected under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981; note that peregrines can be noisy and aggressive, and will attack
anything they see as a potential danger

e all commercial filming projects are subject to a fee.

Permission is assessed on a case-by-case basis and the production company must follow the same
competency and insurance rules as those required for contractors. Anyone applying for
permission to film must come from a recognised production company and will need to provide a
synopsis of the project involved for consideration. Contractually, the footage can only be used for
the named project and further use, including image libraries, is prohibited. Please email
headofcommercial@carlislecathedral.org.uk if you would like further information.
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The conditions in the Cathedral’s precinct is not ideal for unmanned aircraft system flight: fragile,
listed buildings are located close together, and the nature of the precinct creates the potential for
high and unpredictable winds that could result in issues of public safety or property damage.

The presence of unmanned aircraft can interrupt the quiet enjoyment of visitors and residents
and therefore potentially presents a public nuisance. The residents within the precinct have the
right to report anything they consider a public nuisance to the local authorities. The CAA give
some guidance on trespass and privacy considerations as follows:

e operators of unmanned aircraft systems or donors must be aware of their responsibilities
regarding operations from private land and any requirements to obtain the appropriate
permission before operating from a particular site; they must ensure that they observe the
relevant trespass laws and do not unwittingly commit a trespass while conducting a flight

e operators of unmanned aircraft systems and remote pilots should be aware that the collection
of images of identifiable individuals, even inadvertently, when using surveillance cameras
mounted on an unmanned aircraft, may be subject to the General Data Protection Regulation
and the Data Protection Act 2018

e the overall security and privacy situation must also be considered.

More information can be found on the CAA website: https://www.caa.co.uk/drones/rules-and-
catergories-of-drone-flying/introduction-to-drone-flying-and-the-uk-rules/

REVIEW OF THIS POLICY

e This policy will be reviewed at least every three years and may be subject to revision. Please
refer to the ALL STAFF shared area within the Cathedral’s IT system to view the most recent
version.

e |f you do not have access (e.g. café staff), please ask your Line Manager who will provide you
with the most recent version of this policy.

RE-adopted by SMT: May 2026
Date of next review by the Development Director: 2029
Date for re-adoption by SMT: 2029



