Sermon for Trinity 7 Matthew 13:24-29 Carlisle Cathedral Michael Everitt

I once helped the daughter of a previous Vicar of St James Denton Holme, turn her slabbed
backyard into a garden. To my embarrassment when she moved house, the estate agent’s
listing stated, “a recently produced quality contemporary garden by a local designer.”
Whilst | was pleased with it, | know my limits.

For example, in 2002 at one Rectory with a beck running through it, | planted a gunnera. |
watched its location and a plant appear; it was only once it was of a large nature. (As befits
a gunnera.) when the spike appeared, that | realised that, rather than being a giant rhubarb.
It was in fact a giant hogweed. A regular bane in that garden with its phototoxic sap. In the
same garden, the following year in a bed of busy lizzies, a lone impatians grew to a great
height, | realised it was a Himalayan Balsam. With both highly invasive plants early on |
would claim it is hard to tell the difference from what | had expected.

Darnel was a similar problem. Its seeds look like wheat and at the early stages of
germination itis hard to tell them apart. Itis referred to as a mimic weed. However, using it
as a grain is not recommended. Cordelia when learning of her father’s madness (Act4:
Scene 4) cries:

Alack, ’tis he. Why, he was met even now

As mad as the vexed sea, singing aloud,

Crowned with rank fumiter and furrow-weeds,
With burdocks, hemlock, nettles, cuckoo-flowers,
Darnel, and all the idle weeds that grow

In our sustaining corn.— A century send forth.
Search every acre in the high-grown field,

And bring him to our eye.

Darnel was viewed as being an intoxicant. Ovid accuses it of affecting vision and speech. In
large quantities it is deadly, in smaller delusional. Thus, itis not to be encouraged as it robs
the soil of nutrients for the helpful crops and then can cause chaos.

As we heard, the difficulty is how to remove it once it is present. It was hard to differentiate
in the early stages and as we heard in the parable, to seek to remove it later would damage
the intended crop, causing a detrimental yield.

Whilst it is indeed having an impact on the appearance and to a certain degree on
productivity. Better to live with the confusion and deal with it at the harvest, when all will be
reaped and the darnel can be tossed into the fire. In an attempt to remove its seeds from
the location. (Interestingly in the UK with modern farming there are only a few instances of
its presence.)

Jesus gives clarity about what this parable means. It is quite a stark message, and we need
torecallthatitis a teaching image. The lesson here is hot about repentance or the



possibility of reconciliation. This is a spiritual lesson about a worldly difficulty, namely the
presence within the community of those who are passively destructive or whose actions
cause delusion or difficulty.

In some respects, itis a message of comfort. Being planted in the world and notin a
laboratory. Being real rather than virtual. There is going to be the possibility for other plants
to grow within the crop. Some of these might bring colour and interest. However, those that
are like Darnel feel as if their presence is from the adversary. The comfort is to know that
this is normal, and to leave judgement to God. (With the suitable imagery of fire and
destruction for all that is not of God!)

Augustine used this parable to deal with a group that held to an exclusive purity cult
identity, both to challenge them and then later when they were being persecuted to support
their members. Luther, a former Augustinian also took this parable as a means to
understand the realities of the church, with that which seems to be of God and that which
is not.

But what about us? How do we seek to identify that which is Darnel, destructive and deadly
and that which is of quality grain? Elsewhere Jesus is clear, it is by their fruits we shall know
them. (Matthew 7:16-20) Ultimately that which is Godly, will bear fruits of the spirit, will
yield that which is Godly.

The values we hold as a Cathedral of Unity, Truth and Love are held because they are
integral to the reality of God. As Christians we hold to the Unity of the Trinity, that Jesus is
not only the way, but also the truth and, as John writes, God is Love. Thus, the fruits we and
indeed all fields of God should yield are Unity, Truth and Love. To bear anything contrary to
these is to demonstrate that it is sown by the adversary, and needs identifying as Darnel.

So, whenever discord or disunity is propagated; whenever lies or half-truths, or deceit is
delighted in; or whenever that which is unloving, either driven by hatred or self-interest is
shown, these are not fruits of the spirit. These are not sown by God and are not part of his
intention or purpose they are akin to the Darnel and as they are not of God, are not of that
which is eternal and thus will perish.

Sadly, the parable indicates that these tares will always be sown by the adversary. Often
like the Darnel they might even thrive within the context of the wider field. Hopefully not
overpowering that which is sown by God. The reminder by Christ to place all within the
context of eternity is key. We are not, even in zeal or enthusiasm, to automatically actin
ways that will cause destruction. We are to trust in the God who knows and sees all and will
in due time exercise judgment when that which is harmful, unproductive and delusional
will be no more. For the fruits of the intended crop are for eternity and enable others to
taste eternity here on earth. For to encounter unity, truth and love is to be in the heart of the
reality of God and ultimately that is what we are called to tend and care, and not to be
distracted by anything else.



Thus, to recognise by the yield that which is productive, rather than that which is not, is
easier once itis evident. In my gardening | have become better at doing this earlier rather
than later. Equally | have learnt not to let the presence of weeds distract me from the
pleasure gained by cultivation. Ultimately in God’s time and scheme all will be well. We
need to fix our efforts on that which is of the kingdom: our values of unity, truth and love
and ensure that they flourish and can be harvested to the Glory of God, Amen.



