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Kim Casali, known as Kim, is famous for her “Love is” cartoons, drawn for her future
husband Roberto. In them a couple are shown with a simple phrase.

https://www.loveiscartoon.com/a-cartoon/ Some sentimental, “the ultimate gift”, some
practical, “not leaving the bathroom in a mess” and some poignant,” living in hope.”
Individually they do not define what love is in its totality, but collectively they
communicate something of the essence of love.

Chapter thirteen of St Matthew’s gospel has brought together several parables given by
Jesus that begin “The Kingdom of heaven is...” Each of them reveals a different dynamic
of the Kingdom of heaven is like. Today’s gospel reading brings together five short
illustrations, that feel a little like Kim’s simple powerful cartoon especially when we turn
them into single terms: a mustard seed, yeast, treasure, a pearl, a fishing net. The
powerful images sticks in the mind and we feel we have gained understanding. It feels
as if Jesus has identified different people in the crowd and given an illustration that
speaks clearly to each. Farmers, farmworkers, nature lovers, treasure seekers and
fishing folk. However, to do so is to miss too much.

The theologian Maggi Dawn has woken me out of my failure to hear what Jesus actually
says, “the kingdom of heaven is like...” and also what we learn of what the Kingdom of
heaven is like when we hear them together, as we have done this morning. The shapers
of the lectionary have grouped them differently from St Matthew’s gospel. (And | always
would encourage you to read scripture in its full context.) And so, this morning we have
heard of the mustard seed becoming a great tree in which birds nest, the leaven
transforming a whole batch of flour, treasure being found, hidden and then reclaimed, a
merchant investing in a pearl, and finally a dragnet trawling a great and disparate haul of
fish.

You will note | have already developed the shorthand title beyond the simplistic single
term given earlier and taken care to note what Jesus actually says the kingdom of
heaven is like. Tom Wright, a former Bishop of Durham encourages thinking of the
kingdom of God or heaven more as a “Heavenly Rule.” To move from a geographical
understanding, a location to a relational system liberated from physical constraints,
transcending all barriers. Hence “God’s or Heaven’s way,” a dynamic engagement being
more accurate than a static constitution or defined space.

This means that when Jesus says “The Kingdom of Heaven is like...” we are needing to
look at the underlying reason to the parable. Whilst there can be others, with the five
parables we heard this morning | propose we have “potential, transformation, value,
commitment and inclusivity with discernment.” These inform us to what the kingdom of
heaven is like and therefore what we need to seek and participate in.


https://www.loveiscartoon.com/a-cartoon/

The mustard seed is that which has the potential to become the greatest of all trees. Itis
this positive potential in something that is seemingly insignificant.

Leven, would be a better translation than yeast, as it is the fermenting mass, akin to that
used in sour dough, a culture that then transforms approximately 25 Kilos of flour,
enough to symbolically feed the whole earth, or as in Genesis 18:6, when Sarah
prepared a similar quantity for the three angelic visitors, a theophany itself. This is more
than potential, this is actual transformation, that enables life to then be fully engaged
with.

The nextis recognising a value, so great that it is worth securing and acquiring with a
total equipment.

Crucially this is followed by a parable where | and many all too often mishear. Itis not an
echo of the treasure in the field. In this one we are told the “Kingdom of Heaven is like a
merchant in search of fine pearls.” Not the pearl of great value, but the merchant. Thus,
the illustration is one who is committed to finding pearls, and on discovering that of
great value is totally committed to gaining it.

Finally, is the all-encompassing nature of a drag net that captures a whole range of fish
indiscriminately, followed by a selection of that which is to be kept or discarded.

These parables are therefore more than seed, yeast, treasure, pearl and fish but of
potential, transformation, value, commitment and inclusion. Hidden meanings of great
value found within the parable itself. Jesus quotes Psalm 78 to explain this rationale.

So, if this is what the Kingdom of Heaven is like, what does that mean for us. At the end
of Chapter 13 Jesus then returns to Nazareth and his wisdom is rejected, as the people
there can only see the externals of his family background and relations. They cannot
receive the insights that he brings or the reality of who he is. They both miss out on the
treasures that he shares, but fundamentally on all that he himself brings.

How do we avoid a similar fate? Equally how do we avoid turning the insights of these
parables into superficial motivational images that fit our agendas, rather than the
revelation into what the kingdom of heaven is actually like?

The first is to ensure that we properly hear what Jesus is saying. That we avoid switching
off, because they are familiar. “Have you understood all this?” he asks. Are we really
able to join in the response “Yes.” Especially with the reminder that whilst the trawl is all
inclusive, discernment, judgement and consequence will still occur!

Having sought to be as accurate as possible in our listening to Jesus, are we then
prepared to use these insights into the nature of the kingdom of heaven to seek then out
at all times in our daily lives? Are we truly looking for the positive potential that will bring
life to others? Do we believe that a small about of yeast culture can indeed leaven so
much that the whole world than thrive? Do we realise the supreme value of what



heavenly things are and when we see them seek to treasure them. Do we know that
God’s commitment to finding that which is fine is total? (God so loved the world that he
gave his only begotten son.) And finally, that God is interested in everything and will then
judge, not justin a specific group or community.

These short parables together give a deep insight into what Jesus taught the Kingdom of
Heaven to be like. As with Kim’s cartoons of Love is... they are simple illustrations that
together communicate a deep truth, that goes beyond the initial impression to a depth
thatis profound.

These parable are example of how in the Bible we find the “strange, new world, the
world of God.” K Barth: The Word of God the Word of Man Chapter 2 1928.

Which we are invited to then let God’s word “live, grow, and ripen within us.” Then as |
explored last week if we show that which is of God, that which speaks of his
kingdom, that which speaks of potential, transformation, value, commitment,
inclusivity with discernment as well as unity, truth and love. Then we will be living out
the Lord’s prayer, “May your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven. Amen



