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The dynamic of love changes everything. Ordinarily being woken at two o’clock in the 
morning and then at four with unarticulated demands to be either fed, cleaned or 
comforted by another would not be considered reasonable. However, this is the norm with 
a newborn child. There is an echoing of it with an ill person.  As Fantine, Valjean and 
Eponine sing in the finale of Les Misérables, “To love another person is to see the face of 
God.” 

There is no reckoning of this response, it is self-giving and unconditional. In that service 
there is no expectation of recompense or even recognition. The needs of the infant or the 
infirm transcend any transactional dynamics. It is love in action that demonstrates the 
character, charism, and charity of one towards another. 

It is wonderful that for most children this is the context in which they develop, and a tragedy 
when that is not the case for whatever reason or cause. When the sanctity of life is spoken 
about, it is often focused on those who are most vulnerable or in need. It also includes 
those who respond, for the engagement between the carer and the one being cared for, 
echoing St Augustine’s writing upon the nature of the Trinity it reveals something of who 
God is. (The one who loves, the one loved and the love that binds them together. The truth 
of Love lived out in unity.) 

Jesus challenges us in the “Parable of the unforgiving servant” Matthew 18:21-35. With a 
teacher’s use of illustration, we learn both of immense forgiveness and then intransigent 
self-interest. It is given to demonstrate humanity’s moral need to forgive to the point of no 
longer keeping count “Not seven but seventy-seven times.” The ruler forgives a great debt of 
one who is then seen to punish another for a debt of insignificance. 

I have elsewhere explored the architecture of forgiveness, reflecting on my experience of 
being a small part of the Truth and Reconciliation process in South Africa. Today and in the 
context of a baptism I wish to focus on what this parable shows to us about the nature of 
God and the consequence that has on us in our lives.  

The response by the ruler to the plea for forgiveness is one of supreme generosity. This is 
contrasted with the slave’s response to his fellow slave, which is one of extreme extortion. 
The cry for justice from the fellow slaves is so strong that the ruler’s generosity is revoked 
with dire consequences.  

The contrast is clear, do we have the attitude of the ruler of responding well to other’s 
plight, or that of the unforgiving servant who does not. Is our disposition that of God or not. 
“To love another person is to see the face of God.” 

Not only are we created in the image and likeness of God, and thus with the intended 
action for humanity to be as divinelike as possible, therefore as loving and therefore 
forgiving as possible. But we know that God, in Christ intervenes into his creation with total 
self-giving to forgive the huge debt of humanity. A debt that was incurred from the earliest 



of days and has involved rebellion, murder, deceit, delusion, unfaithfulness, and a whole 
litany of sinfulness. We see in Jesus the fleshed-out depth of God’s commitment to forgive, 
most clearly on the cross where even our ignorance of our actions is included in the prayer, 
“Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”  

This is the clearest example of how we are to be, yet all too often to each other instead of 
self-giving love we retreat to self-interest and self-justification.  

In baptism we are reborn into a renewed relationship where, with our being immersed into 
and having poured out onto us the immensity of God’s grace and the fulness of the Holy 
Spirit we are redefined, not just as children of our earthly parents, but also of God. Our 
definition and identity are in a love so immense that our response must be similar in order 
to be faithful to what we have received. 

This affects totally how we are with one another. The newly baptized is to each of us here 
our sister or our brother, wherever they are in God’s earth. Thus, our response to them and 
theirs to us must be simply that of love because we and they are recipients alike of love 
from God. Our parable reminds us of how generous that gift is to us and therefore anything 
less than a mirroring of it is unjust. 

To live a life of love is not easy. We need the grace of God, and we need each other to 
enable us to embody love as we navigate life. This is why baptism into Christ is also our 
entry into the church, the community of faith. Through our lives of mutual forgiveness and 
love we can ensure that each of us can shine as lights in the world and be true to our new 
identity in relation to God. 

Thus, baptism is not simply a celebration of life, but also of new life. Not simply of human 
love, beautiful that that is, but of supreme love, which is totally transformational. It is 
beyond all reckoning,  
“For love is strong as death, passion fierce as the grave. 
Its flashes are flashes of fire, a raging flame. Many waters cannot quench love, neither can 
floods drown it. If one offered for love all the wealth of one’s house, it would be utterly 
scorned” (Song of Songs 8:6,7) 
 
And wherever Love is found, there is God. This is what we are called to be immersed into, 
most clearly shown in Christ, one where we are to then be like him, showing love by our 
mutual forgiveness defined through our relationship to “Our father.” Not to be like the 
unforgiving servant of the parable but ones who live out, “To love another person is to see 
the face of God.” Amen 

 

 

  

 


